Google 



This is a digital copy of a book thaï was prcscrvod for générations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's bocks discoverablc online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose légal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia présent in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journcy from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we hâve taken steps to 
prcvcnt abuse by commercial parties, including placing lechnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use thèse files for 
Personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do nol send automated queries of any sort to Google's System: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character récognition or other areas where access to a laige amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for thèse purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogX'S "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informingpcoplcabout this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it légal Whatever your use, remember that you are lesponsible for ensuring that what you are doing is légal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countiies. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any spécifie use of 
any spécifie book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps rcaders 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full icxi of ihis book on the web 

at |http: //books. google .com/l 



I 



# 



\ 



% 



\i^-^'">""S ^«^JF 



4 



-* 






TEY-SQIIAEE, 



OB THS 



CHURCH OF PMCTICAL'RELIGION. 



By eepoeteil 



**The7*re drlrin* o* thelr splles down now,** sayt ihc, 
**To the hard grtnnit o* God^s fut idée.' 



-^ - - - ^ -^ , ' 



- - ' - 



4 . -- - 



NEW YORK: 

THE TEUTH-SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayettb Placel 




Copyrighled, 1887, 
Ttot Tbuth Sbbkeb Compàvt. 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. PAGE. 

The Pabson and Sawtke's Diffbebnoes, - - . 9 

CHAPTER n. 
A Briep Bioobajphy of Sawteb, - - - 16 

CHAPTER m. 
A CoNSPiBAOT Uneabthed, - - - - - 18 

CHAPTER IV. 
A CoNBPiBAOT Ceubhed, - - - - 22 

CHAPTER V. 
AiMS OF THE New Obqanization, - - - - 81 

CHAPTER VL 
New Définitions, . . . . . 88 

CHAPTER Vn. 
The Society in Opeeation, . - - - 54 

CHAPTER Vin. 
The Tkt-Squaee Applied, - . . - 64 

CHAPTER IX. 
What is Death? — By-laws of the New Chueoh, - 78 

CHAPTER X. 
Testing THE Tby-Square Rule, - - - 99 

CHAPTER XL 
A PoLiTioAL Episode, - - . ^ - -VÇifît» 



l 
t 



iV CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER Xn. 
Random Jots, ...... 111 

CHAPTER Xm. 

POLITIOS ON SUNDAY, - - - . . 127 

CHAPTER XIV. . 

Chtjboh Trials — Notomous Featids, - - - 145 

CHAPTER XV. i 

MoBAL Pboblbms, ...... 161 1 

CHAPTER XVI. . 
MOBE OF PoLinos. - . - - - IP * 

CHAPTER XVn. 
Pension Fbauds, Etc., ..... 209 

CHAPTER XVni. 
DisoouBSB Upon Chbist, Spibit, and Otbbb Mattebs, - 229 

CHAPTER XIX. 
A New Paety, - - - - - - 254 

CHAPTER XX. 
LawRefobm, ...... ^ 266 

CHAPTER XXL 
Conclusion — Sooial Pboblems, .... 288 



k 



i 



i 



PBEFACE. 



In preparîng this volume for the press my work 
has been for the most part merely editorial. Whîle, 
perhapSy in one sensé, I might be truthfuUy called 
the author, yet I am not entitled to that distinction^ 
and disclaim it. 

Having been a court stenographer, and prema- 
turely worn-out in the service, I had settled in Pin- 
ville to while away the remainder of my days only a 
short time before the events chronicled in thèse 
pages. In Pinville, and in the rural districts for 
miles around, " TJncle Job's new church " had been 
the " town talk " for weeks, and I resolved to attend 
the first meeting to see for myself what it ail meant. 
Being at the meeting, and having pencil and paper, 
I took notes from mère force of habit ; and, becom- 
ing interested, I continued to take notes of subsé- 
quent meetings until I had accumulated a vast mass 
of them. They had been carelessly thrown, from 
time to time, into an old box of odds and ends, where 
they remained until the idea struck me to give thQ 
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cream of them to the world, in tlie belief that 
thousands outside of Pinville would be both in- 
terested and benefited thereby. 

So far as was consistent with my cuUing and prun- 
ing, I hâve left " Uncle Job's " plain blunt English 
just as it was delivered by him in his coUoquial 
talks to bis neighbors. Literary style was the 
farthest thing from his thoughts; and, therefore, 
technical critics will hâve ample opportunity to find 
fanlt ; yet I hâve found, in many instances, that any 
eflfort of mine to polish his sentences only detracted 
from their strength. 

Very much matter, which seemed excellent when 
delivered, has been pruned away in the belief that 
the gênerai public wonld not be particularly in- 
terested therein. But there will, doubtless, be 
critics to condemn me for not trimming away a 
great deal more. To such I can only plead that 
tastes and judgments dififer, and that I hâve exercised 
my poor taste and judgment to the very best of their 
ability. I am aware that another editor could, and 
probably would, hâve made a very diflferent book out 
of my material, but whether his book would hâve 
been better than mine is not for me to décide. 

For obvions reasons I hâve substituted fictitious 
names for the real ones ; and modesty compels me 
also to withhold my own name. 

To my mind the ohief characteristic of Job 
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Sawyer's work, and that which pre-emînently dis- 
tinguislies it from that of ail other rejectors of 
orthodoxy, is that it is essentially affirmative and 
œnstrtictive, while theirs has been largely or whblly 
négative ând destrvctive. 

As Mr. Sawyer frequently employa the word God 
în a sensé diflfering so widely from ordinary usage as 

to possibly mislead the casnal reader, I am led to 

* 

call attention right hère to his own définition and 
explanation on pages 43, 119, etc. Bepobteb. 

PiNviLLBiFeb., 1887. 



-n 



TRY-8QUABE; OR, THE CHURCH OF 
FRAC TIC AL RELIGION. 

CHAPTEE L 

THE PARSON AND SAWYER's DIFFERENCES. 

In the fall of tlie year 18 — , the Conférence of the 
M. E. Church appointed Parson Brownwell to the 
charge at Pinville. He was a hearty, jovial, frank, 
free-and-easy, thoroughly good man — such a man 
as everybody likes at first sîght, and , continues to 
like. One morning after he had been in Pinville 
only a few weeks, he happened in at the place of 
business of one of his parishioners where Job Sawyer 
also chanced to be, and the foUowing colloquy took 
place between them : 

Parson (extending his hand). Good-moming, Mr. 
Sawyer. 

Sawyer (sJiaktng tJie proffered hand), Good-morning, 
Brother Brownwell. 

Parson (smiling), Why do you call me brother ? 

Sawyer (also smiling). Because I assume that you 
are, as you ought to be, a co-laborer of mine in the, 
great work of trying to make the world better. 

Parson. But they say you don't go to church. 
How can anybody who don't go to church be a 
co-worker with me? 

Sawyer. There are more ways than one to work in 
the same field. One plows, another sows, and yet 
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others reap and garner the crop. But I do go to 
churcli whenever I think I can learn anything new 
or bénéficiai by doing so. I liave been twice to 
hear you — once in the morning and once in the 
evening. I always give every new minister a fair 
trial. 

Parson (smiling grdciously). Well^ what did you 
think of my preaching ? 

Sawyer. I liked your style very well, but you told 
the same old stories that I had heard ever since I 
was a boy, only you told them in your way. I don't \ 

"wish to be understood as finding any fault in par- 
ticular with the old stories ; but it has been a good 
many years since I hâve found either profit or in- 
terest in them, and as I can spend my time more . 

pleasantly and profitably at home, I usually stay \ 

there. 

Parson. But those old stories, as you eall them, 
are none the less true because they are old. You 
don't dispute their truth, do you? 

Sawyer. I just said I didn't want to find fault witb 
anything. Grant, if you please, that théy are true ; 
they are no truer than the multiplication table, and 
no one would care to hear that repeated and sung 
and harped on forever. There is such a thing as 
having too much of a good thing. I think I bave 
graduated in that school. 

Parson. What would you suggest for a change ? 

Sawyer. I don't know as it is within my province 
to . make suggestions. I will say, however, that the 
universe of God is wide and high and deep and old, 
and many things hâve been revealed to man that ar§ 
neither mentioned in the Bible nor preached fron) 
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THE PARSON AND SAWYER. 11 

the pulpit. AU truth is God's truth and is sacred, 
whether found in the Bible or ont of it. AU untruth 
k not of God and is not sacred, even though it should 
be found in the Bible. The great want of this âge 
îs preachers with the wisdom and the courage to 
separate the untrue from the true, and to teach to 
the multitude the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth. Men, wonien, and children are, 
and hâve been for âges, sinning and suffering through 
ignorance, and the church affords them no relief. It 
was prophesied that the time would corne when the 
people should «beat their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning-hooks ; but in my opinion 
that timè wiU never corne until our churches shall 
be converted into school-houses, and the peoçle 
instructed and educated therein in aU the principles 
(physical as well as spiritual) that are involved in 
living a correct life in this world. 

Parson. I am glad to hear you talk as you do. I 
hâve revised my opinion of you already. I hâve 
heard you spoken of as an Atheist ; but I know that 
such talk as yours cornes from a pure and honest 
heart. You hâve just the right material in you to 
make a good Christian. 

Sawyer. I am pained to be compelled to say that 
some of your Christian brethren deem it no sin to lie 
about me, simply because I am unable to agrée with 
them in ail their notions. I claim to be a religions 
man, and I think I hâve been such, in fact, for more 
than thirty years, but I hâve some notions that hâve 
not been borrowed from Luther or Calvin or Wesley 
or the Pope of Bome, and therefore I am not in good 
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odor witli bigoted simpletons who ne ver conceived 
an original thought. 

Pabson. Now, Mr. Sawyer, you claim to be a co- 
worker with me, and yet you admit that you stay at 
home taking your ease while I am laboring with my 
flock. If you don't like what we are doing in the 
churches, why don't you take hold and show us how 
to do something better ? For one, I shall be glad to 
hâve you do sa, and I will promise to look on your 
work without préjudice, and I will adopt in my own 
practice anything that seems to me to be an improve- 
ment. 

Sawyeb {dropping his Jiead thoughtfvRy). I think that 
point is " well taken," as the lawyers say. I hâve 
h^rd it before, and I always thought it was a good 
point. I hâve been hoping and wishing for years 
that somebody would make a move in the right direc- 
tion; but nobody xnoves, though millions are com- 
plaining that something is wrong. Since you hâve 
brought the matter home to me so forcibly, I think 
I will undertake, in my humble and uncouth way, to 
start a reformation right hère in Pinville. 

Pabson. Good ! I will do ail I can to help you in 
every good work. 

Sawyeb. Thank you. I will commence to-day, and 
will see you again. Good-morning. 

Pabson. Good-morning. 
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CHAPTEE n. 

A BRIEP BIOGRAPHY OF SAWYEIL 

Eeporter. As Job Sawyer (called " Uncle Job " by 
almost everybody) is the hero of this book, a brief 
description of him seems necessary, and it may as 
well be put in hère as any where else. 

At the tîme mentioned in the previons chapter, he 
was about sixty years of âge, in the most perfect 
health — height about five feet ten inches, wèight 
about one hundred and seventy pounds — having a 
full head of iron-gray hair and full snow-white beard. 
In his youth and early manhood he had led a roving 
life, and had known much 

'* Of moviog accidents by fiood and field ; 
Of hairbreadth 'scapes>i* the imminent , deadly breach.*' 

He had once been shipwrecked in the Arctic seas, 
while on a whaling voyage ; had been chosen by lot 
to be butchered for food for his companions, but a 
new ballot was ordered, by every voice except his 
own, because the doomed one had shown inventive 
powers which the party deemed indispensable to 
their salvation. Among other performances of his, 
on that voyage, ît is related that before the wrecking 
he had successfuUy amputated a sailor's arm, the 
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ship's surgeon being dead. 4^ter the ship liad gone 
down, and the whole party was in the boats without 
compass or food, he constructed a tolerable compass 
by unjointing the blade of his jackknife (which hap- 
pened to hâve been previously magnetized), and sus- 
pending it by a thread tied round its center of 
gravity. 

At another time he had been lost for two weeks in 
a " howliug wilderness." It was in winter, a deep 
snow was on the ground, and he was alone, without 
food or shelter, and with no tool or weapon, except- 
ing the ever-present jackknife. He made fires by 
striking sparks with the back of the closed knife- 
blade, from a flinty stone, into lint scraped from the 
linen lining of his clothing. He killed small game 
with a bow and arrows made by him with the same 
jackknife, the bow being a dry hemlock Jimb, and 
the string a portion of the linen lining of his trou- 
sers. The worst part of his difficulty was that he was 
incumbered with a five-year-old child, but he saved 
the child as well as himself. 

On another occasion, he escaped unhurt from a 
burning hôtel, in which xnany lives were lost. His 
room was in the fifth story, and before the alarm was 
giyen, the only place of egress (a winding staircase) 
was closed by the fire. He instantly began taking 
the cord out of his bedstead (that being before slats 
and ' spring mattresses were much used). He an- 
chored one end of the cord, and threw the other out 
of the window ; but no sooner had he done so than 
it was seized by five persons ail at once, who were 
standing paralyzed with fear in Windows below his. 
The cord, being subjected to so great a strain, waa 
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înstantly eut off by the sharp corner of Lis window- 
sill, and the five persons were dashed to the ground 
in a heap — three being killed, and two made cripples 
for life. Young Sawyer was now at his wits' end, 
but he lost no time in useless lamentation. Indeed, 
there was no time to be lost, for the flames were 
spreading rapidly, and smoke was pouring from 
nearly every window in the building. He fell to 
work tearing the sheets and bedticks into strips, and 
tying them together, end to end. In an incredibly 
short time he had constructed a rope of "considérable 
length, and tying one end to the stub of bed-cord, 
which was already anchored, he swung himself over 
the sill and slid rapidly down to the end of his rope 
(which was about fifteen feet from the f;round), 
whence he descended by a short ladder which per- 
sons on the; ground had brought to his assistance. 
One minute later the flames from the Windows would 
hâve burned his rope in two before he could hâve 
used it. 

AU of thèse taies, and many others, are told by the 
village gossips with infinité détail. It would, no 
doubt, interest the reader to hâve more of the détails 
of thèse incidents, but such matter is outside of my 
présent design. I only give sufficient to show the 
kind of stuff " Uncle Job " Sawyer is made of. 

By a lucky purchase of land in an early day, he 
had become " rich," as his neighbors say, and he 
spent a good deal of his time in reading and study. 
For many years prior to my acquaintance with him, 
he had been a justice of the peace, but this was much 
against his own inclination. He would never allow 
a suit to be tried out before him if he could help it, 
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but would give the parties a good " talkîng to," and 
they would generally settle their disputes in some 
way, and part on good terms, much to the disgust of 
the lawyers. 

He had a great natural fondness for machinery and 
the mechanical arts, and when examining any machine 
would frequently suggest an improvement. His 
neighbors say that very many of his suggestions, 
made in this way, hâve been the foundation for new 
patents, though never in his name, and it was seldom 
that the patentée would acknowledge proper crédit. 

Wherever he was known, he was famous as a 
strictly upright, honest, and conscientious man. He 
had some ideas on religions subjects which were pe- 
culiarly his own (as will in a measure appear in the 
foUowing chapters), but he never obtruded thèse 
views upon others ; though, whenever it became 
^[lecessary for him to speak his mind, in any place, 
he always dîd so in such a way as to leave no doubt 
as to his exact position concerning the subject under 
considération. Many e:!^cellent Christians who know 
him well, as well ministers as laymen, hâve great 
respect for his religions convictions ; but some of 
the narrow-minded sort call him an Infidel, or a 
Freethinker, or an Atheist, according to the whim 
which happens to possess them at the time, and 
thèse epithets are usually accompanied by adjectives 
more or less emphatic or profane. 

Even those who reviled him readily admitted his 
uncommon ability and genius ; and right hère may 
be mentioned one of Uncle Job's characteristics : he 
was excessively modest, and seemed not to realize 
that he possessed any extraordinary power. He 
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tnade no effort to be smart; but he was constantly 
expressing the grandestthoughts in the simplest man- 
ner and style. Like ail great men, he did great 
tihings with the same ease that a small man would do 
a small thing. 

As I look back and read over the above sketch of 
Job Sawyer, I feel t^iat it is grossly inadéquate, 
and even contemptible ; but I hâve crowded ail I 
could into the space that I had set apart for that 
purpose, and the d,isappointed reader will hâve to 
look f urther into the book and see the picture whîch 
the old gentleman has drawn of Mmseli 



CHAPTEE in. 

A CONSPIRACY UNEARTHED. 

Eaely in the afternoon of the day on which the 
dialogue related in the first chapter occurred, Ûncle 
Job commenced to circulate and solicit signatures 
to a paper, of which the folio wing is a copy : 

" We hereby organize ourselves into a society to 
be called * The Church of Practical Religion,' for the 
purpose of worshiping the True God, and teaching 
His Sacred Word to ail the people ; and with the 
design of being finally incorporated as a religious 
Society under the gênerai laws of the State." 

Uncle Job was very careful not to ask any person 
to sign his paper who had any blemish whatever 
upon his character or réputation. He asked several 
■who were members of Christian churches, but ail 
declined, though two or three of them said they 
wished the new project success. 

Every person to whom the paper was presented 
had to be fully înformed, not only of the gênerai 
object of the movement, but the coUoquy with the 
Parson, related în the first chapter, had to be told 
over again and again, with a great deal. more not 
necessary to repeat hère ; and the resuit was that 
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nearly a week of pretty diligent work elapsed before 
Uncle Job had entirely " done the town." At last, 
however, he f ound that he Lad tlie names of eighteen 
men besides bimself, and seven women, ail of whom 
were persons of solid worth and excellent standing 
in the village of Pinyille and its vicinity. 

It happened that one of the signers of the paper 
"was the owner of the public hall of the village, and 
he tendered the use of it to the New Church free of 
charge. 

Uncle Job next gave ont notice that the first regu- 
lar service of the New Society would take place in 
Benson's Hall on Sunday next, at 10 o'clock A-m., to 
which the public were cordially invited. 

In khe evening preceding the Sunday which wasto 
be the opening day for the New Church, Uncle Job 
was visited at his house by Mrs. Evener, a near 
neighbor, who was a member of the Methodist 
church, but nevertheless a firm believer in Uncle 
Job's sincerity and honesty of purpose. She had 
her work-apron thrown loosely over her head, and 
was greatly excited and out of breath. Af ter a few 
iiasty words of salutation and explanation, she deliv- 
ered herself in substance as foUows : 

Mrs. Evener. Mr. Sawyer, I hâve been praying 
night and day for three day s for God to show me my 
duty in regard to a matter which deeply concerns ' 
you, and I hâve at last found it to be my duty to ex- 
pose a plot concocted by Mr. Badsinner to disturb 
your meeting to-morrow. I mistrusted something 
was up by the way Mr. Evener acted, and by what he 
said (or rather by what he seemed to be trying to 
conceal), and so I kept at him until he told me ail 
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abont ît. He don't think it is rîght, but he don't 
dare say any thing for f ear of making Badsinner mad. 
The plan is to employ ail the whisky-bloats, jail- 
birds, dead-beats, and other godless persons in the 
town to go to your meeting and applaud and cheer 
and carry on, so as to provoke a riot if possible, and 
then to call upon the authorities to suppress the 
meetings because they are disorderly. 

Sawyer. Do you know the names of any of the vil- 
lains he has hired to do this dirty work ? 

Mrs. E. Tés, I hâve made a mémorandum of them 
from time to time, as Mr. Evener told them over to 
me, until I hâve got eleven. They are on a pièce of 
paper in my pocket. 

Eep. Hère Mrs. Evener puUed a lot of " truck " 
from her dress pocket, put it in her lap, and after 
puUing it over, handed Uncle Job a strip torn from 
the margin of a newspaper with the names penciled 
thereon. As she gave the paper to Uncle Job, she 
exclaimed with gréât fervency : 

Mrs. E. Oh, Mr. Sawyer, you don't know how I 
hâve struggled with myself, and wrestled with God, 
to know what my duty was in this matter ! At last 
it seemed as clear as daylight that I must come and 
tell you ail, and I hâve done so ; but you must not 
for the world let it be known where you got your in- 
formation, for Mr. Badsinner is an awful bad man, if 
he dœs belong to our church, and I don't know what 
he might take it into his head to do, in revenge, if he 
should find ont that I told this thing against him. 
He is a powerful man in our church, for he is very 
rich and pays liberally ; but they say he stole his 
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money from a railroad company before he settled in 
Pinville. 

Sawyeb. I hâve long regarded hîm as a very bad 
and dangerous man, and I can't see why he should 
be retained in the communion of any church which 
prétends to serve God. 

Mrs. E. They didn't know him when they took 
him into the church, and now since they do know 
him, they are afraid of him. He is a terror to us ail. 

Eep. Hère TJncle Job shook Mrs. Evener warmly 
by the hand, as she rose to leave, thanked her most 
cordially for the information she had given him, and 
said: 

Sawyeb. I believe you hâve done a good and noble 
deed, and that God will reward you for it ; but I 
shall consider it my duty to reward you, whether 
God does or not. 

Mrs. E. (mth émotion). Oh, I am already rewarded 
by the lifting of the mountain from my shoulders. 

Eep. At the end of this hurried interview, Mrs. 
Evener withdrew, and TJncle Job put on his hat, with 
a sort of emphasis, saying, as he did so, in a low, 
firm voice, " Forewarned is forearmed," and went out 
into the darkness and remained until midnight. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

THE CONSPIBACY CRUSHED. 

Eep. Benson's Hall was completely fiUed some lit- 
tle time before 10 o'clock on the Sunday mornîng 
appointed for the openîng services of the New 
Church. Precisely at 10 o'clock, TJncle Job appeared 
upon the stage and walked with measnred step to the 
little stand that had been placed for him near the 
front and center of the platform. Before he had 
reached his place, several wild and blood-curdlîng 
yells rose from varions parts of the hall, and lond 
pounding was heard, as though by mallets on the 
floor. At least one egg (some say more than one) 
was thrown, which struck a chair on tlie stage and 
exploded in reai^ of its intended victim. As TJncle 
Job stood there at that moment, waiting for silence, 
entirely calm and serene, his long, gray hair combed 
back from his forehead and lodged behind his ears, 
he seemed a perfect spécimen of noble manhood. 
When qniet was restored, which was within thirty 
seconds, Mr. Sawyer spoke very deliberately, sub- 
stantially as follows : 

Sawyer. As a préface to the exercises this morning, 
I shall say something for the express benefit of those 
fellows who hâve given me this barbarie salutation ; 

as 



THE CONSPntAOY CRUSHED. 23 

and îf Mf. Baclsinner, your employer, who stands 
near the entry door to see if you earn your dirty pay, 
will stand where he is for a few minutes, lie, also, 
will hear something greatly to his adyantage. I am 
fuUy informed of your devilish designs, and I fenow 
the names of the hirelings who are expected to carry 
them out ; and I may as well add that I am fuUy 
prepared to give you battle. In the first place, let 
me tell you that you are engaged in a criminal busi- 
ness, and you would now be in the eustody of the 
police but for my forbearance to give the order for 
your arrest. Tou will remember that I am a magis- 
trate, and hâve ample power to préserve the peace 
when a disturbance occurs in my présence. If each 
of the persons who contributed to the violent out- 
burst a minute ago will look about him, he will find 
two duly authorized peace officers within six feet of 
him ; and Mr. Bàdsinner himself is duly honored 
with a similar body-guard. I am quite inclined to 
believe, however, that I might hâve spared myself 
the trouble of getting ail thèse officers to come hère ; 
for I cannot help thinking that this outrageons dém- 
onstration, like an overdose of poison, has been its 
own antidote. Every décent person in the house, 
whether in sympathy with our movement or not, 
must hâve been completely disgusted at the perform- 
ance. Tou overshot the mark, boys, and made a 
faîlure. 

Now, my brethren, I turn my thoughts and re- 
marks to you ; but I hâve been so disturbed during 
the night and this morning with this conspiracy to 
break up our meetings, that I don't feel at ail in the 
mood of preaching a sermon. I think, therefore, I 
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shall have to give you, in a very informai way, the 
history of this movement down to the présent time, 
and sometliing of my designs and hopes for the 
future. 

Eep. TJncle Job then related, with some détail, 
Mfhat the reader already knows, and continued in 
substance as follows : 

Sawyer. I found it a very délicate job to circulate 
the initiatory paper without giving offense to some 
really well-meaning people, but yet who had such 
grave faults as, in my opinion, to render it improper 
to receive them into our society as charter members. 
My effort was to get the name of no person against 
whom the least suspicion of impropriety had ever 
been whispered. I wanted the fountain of our un- 
dertaking to be as pure as possible. I had the 
greatest struggle with myself over my good friend 
Gustavus Nash, who you ail know is a strong man, 
and as square as a brick. He has once had a pro- 
found religions expérience, but it has become some- 
what soured by his keen perception of the hoUow- 
ness and hypocrisy of latter-day religions profession. 
I had to shut him ont bécause of his daily and hourly 
use of vulgar, profane, and obscène language. 
Another person, who has many good points, was re- 
jected for the reason that common rumor charged 
him with too great familiarity with certain disrepu- 
table females. Two or three others had to be 
skipped because it is generally understood that they 
resort to crooked methods to escape their just share 
of the public taxes. 

I think a careful scrutiny of that list will reveal the 
e of no " dead beat " — no person who changes 
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Lis résidence every three months, more or less, to 
avoid the payment of a just r^nt — no person who ob- 
tains crédit, at the grocery or elsewhere, by promis- 
ing to pay next week, and then forgets to redeem bis 
promise — no manufacturer of or dealer in intoxicat- 
ing beverages, nor any person who knowingly per- 
mits his property to be used in connection with sueh 
business — ^no gambler, nor person who permits his 
property to be used for the purposes of gambling — 
no woman of unchaste character, nor any maie asso- 
ciate of such a woman — no intriguing, deceitful poli- 
tician, nor trickster of any kind — no person who buys 
votes, or corruptly influences votes in any élection — 
no person who sells his vote or political influence 
for money or other valuable thing — no person who 
has wilfully sworn falsely, either in taking an oath of 
office, or otherwise — in short, you cannot find on 
that list the name of any person who has ever been 
accused of any act, however trivial, which the com- 
mon voice of mankind pronounces wrong. 

But while I hâve been thus careful as to the 
charter membership, yet it is my wish and hope that 
every human being, without regard to past life or 
condition, may, by giving proper pledges for future 
conduct, be admitted into a probationary member- 
ship, which, by continued good behavior, will event- 
ually ripen into fuUer fellowship and communion 
with the main body of the Society. It should be 
our first and greatest aim and effort to assist our err- 
ing brothers and sisters. We who hâve, or think wo 
have,.gained a foothold onhigher and firmer ground, 
should reach down to them helping hands. 

Now, a few words as to my purpose in beginning 
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this movement. I hâve long notîced that în every 
large city there are tens of thousands, in every 
medium-sized city thousands, in every considérable 
village hundreds, and in every rural township scores 
of the very best of citizens, of both sexes, who take 
no interest whatever in the fashionable church soci- 
eties, church-going, and church services of the prés- 
ent day ; and I hâve observed with great sorrow that 
very many of thèse good people,because they donot 
enjoy ordinary church-going, nor feel any duty in- 
cumbent upon them to attend what is called divine 
service, hâve withdrawn and secluded themselves, to 
a great extent, from the society of their fellow-men 
(some of them almost becoming hermits, except in so 
far as business or trade compels them to mingle with 
the world), thus wasting the mighty influence that 
they might and ought to exert for good in the world. 
A little inquiry generally shows that nearly ail of 
thèse people hâve strong religions feeling, and hâve 
thought much and deeply on the subject ; but 
they are ail independent thinkers, and usually hâve 
the honesty and boldness to express any skepticism 
they may entertain in relation to the creeds and dog- 
mas and sacred words which the preachers tell us we 
must belieVe or be forever damned. For thèse rea- 
sons, thèse people are frequently stigmatized as 
Infidéls. My friends, whenever you hear any person 
derisively spoken of as an Infidel, make haste to 
seek him ont, for, in nine cases out of ten, you will 
find a person of moral worth, and in the majority of 
cases you will find the genuine stuff of which martyrs 
hâve been made in ail the âges. It requires sttength 
of character, honesty, and courage to enable a per- 
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son to voluntarîly submît to tlie reproaches and per- 
sécutions of ail Christendom ; while tlie weak, knav- 
îsh, and cowardly swell the ranks of the hypocrites. 
Do you know, my brethren, that Jésus Christ was 
denounced, persecuted, and crucified as an Infidel ? 
It's a fact. Martin Luther, the great leader and 
mainspring of the Information, was the greatest In- 
fidel of the âge in which he lived (that ia, he was 
called so, and persecuted as such, by his opponents). 
Ail the martyred victims of religions zeal ànd persé- 
cution through ail recorded time hâve been con- 
demned and punished as Injidds, Galileo said, " The 
world moves," and he was instantly declared an Infi- 
dd; and ail other world-movers before and since 
hâve shared the same*fate. Our présent state of 
civilization could never hâve been brought about — 
but the world would hâve stood stationary for thou- 
sands of years — had it not been for the glorious 
galaxy of InfidelSj so-called, who hâve bravely laid 
down their lives in the grand struggle of the centu- 
ries for liberty of conscience, liberty of thought, and 
liberty of speech. Tes, the world has moved, indeed ; 
aiid the so-called InfideU hâve moved it. I say, God 
bless them. I can myself see that within the last 
twenty-five years orthodoxy has been wonderfully 
modified in somé respects, under the constant ham- 
mering of the Infidels. And yet our Christian f riends 
tell us that we owe ail the wonderful inventions, dis- 
coveries, mental culture, and enlightenment of our 
time to the Christian religion. I deny it, and boldly 
assert the direct contrary. Orthodoxy has blocked 
ftie wheels of progress everywhere and in ail âges, 
until battered and shattered to pièces by the "b^t^fât:- 
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ing-rams of Infidelifcy. Again I say, God bless tlie 
lufidels. 

Perhaps I ought to explain that the word Infidel^ 
as used by orthodoxy, is a misnomer, for it means 
unfaithful. The stars are not more faitliful to their 
courses through tlie heavens than the so-called Infi- 
del is f aithf ul to the principles that he believes «to bô 
right and true. 

I hâve not the remotest thought of znaking war 
against anything but evil. Every person who is 
making an honest endeavor to do good in the world, 
I call my brother. I may differ with him as to his 
beliefs or his methods, or both ; but so long as I 
hâve confidence in his sincerity, still I shall call him 
brother. 

Nor do I intend to foundanew religions sect — God 
forbid. On the contrary, I want to lay down a plat- 
form that is broad enough for the whole religions 
world to stand on — so broad that when the sects 
shall lay aside sectarianism (as they some day will), 
they will then be at one with us. 

I do not want to pull down a single church édifice, 
nor throw a single preacher ont of business — there is 
need enough for ail — but I shall rejoice to see them 
so managed and employed as to do more good to 
mankind than they seem to be now doing. My aim 
and désire simply are to organize and marshal the 
vast host of so-called Infidels — now " wasting their 
sweetness on the désert air " — into a powerful and 
well-equipped army, in the hope and faith that it 
will do valiant service in the cause of sacred and 
Eternal Truth. This may seem a small beginning 
for so great an undertaking, but it is just as large as 
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any beginning ever was. The largest tree that ever 
grew on the face of the earth started from a little 
germ at the little end of a little seed.* 

I hope we shall net meet with any serions oppo- 
sition from the ranks of sectarianism ; for, with so 
mnch evil in the world, it would be too bad to hâve 
the avowed opponents of evil wrangling and fighting 
among themselves. 

My aim at présent is to institute a sort of school 
where the multitude can receive instruction from 
week to week, and from year to ye'ar, in ail the de- 
partments of knowledge necessary to enable them to 
live correct and happy lives in this world. 

I should, perhaps, add right hère — though I can 
barely touch the point just now — that I do not mean 
to invade, on the one hand, the domain now occu 
pied by our educational institutions, strictly so-called, 
noT, on the other hand, to disturb the believers in 
any religion- — ^though based largely (as most religions 
are) on imagination, mythology, and supernatural- 
ism. I want to occupy, in such measure as we may 
be able to, the vast territory lying fallow between 
thèse two extrêmes, and, if possible, to form a Con- 
necting link between whatever is proved to be true 
and of real value in either field. The Press is now 
the only occupant of the intermediate ground I hâve 
attempted to describe, and printed matter, as you 



♦The following Unes by Lowell (great favorites with Uncle Job) 
seem appropriate hère; — Rep. 

What I shall one monk, soaroe known beyond hifi cell. 
Front Bome'B f ar-reaching bolts, and Rcom her f rown7 

Brave Lnther answered, Tes; that thnnder's swell 
Bocked Enropc* and discharmed the triple crownl 
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ail know, is of three kinds— good, bad, and indiffèr- 
ent, but mostly of the two latter kinds. Millions 
are unable to read at ail, and other millions poison 
their minds by reading only the reports of the police 
courts, and corrupt fiction. 

This brief outline is ail I can give you to-day. 
The détails will, of course, hâve to dépend in great 
measure upon circums tances, and upon the wishes 
and needs of the people. 

There will be a business meeting of themembersof 
the Society in this place next Tuesday evening at 
7 o'clock. 

I hâve arranged with Dr. Pond to speak hère this 
evening at 7:30. His subject will be, " How to Cheat 
the Doctor." AU are invited. 

I expect to speak from this platform again next 
Sunday morning at 10 o'clock — free to ail. I should 
be greatly pleased to hâve some of the young people 
provide some suitable music for our meetings. 

This meeting is closed. 

Eep. I hâve condensed some parts of Uncle Job's 
remarks considerably ; for it was evidently an off- 
hand, familiar talk to his neighbors, and at times he 
explained his meaning with more minuteness than 
seems necessary to repeat hère. There was no effort 
at elocution ; but when he was speaking about the 
Infidels, his cheeks glowed slightly and the words 
came forth with a spontaneity and force that was 
truly éloquent. 

It is needless to say that no further effort was 
made to disturb the meeting. 



CHAPTEE V. 

AIMS OF THE NEW ORGANIZATION. 

Eep. Dr. Pond lectured in the evening, according 
4o appointment, to a full house. He took for his 
iext that old saying that " an ounce of prévention 
is worth a pound of cure." His remarka were 
practical and most excellent, consisting largely of 
instructions how to préserve health without the aid 
of physician or medicine ; but the design of this vol- 
ume doea not permit a report of the lecture. He 
made an appointment for another lecture the next 
Sunday evening, when he promised to give some in- 
struction in anatomy and physiology, and further re- 
marks on the laws of health. 

I asked and obtained permission to attend the 
business meeting Taesday evening, and I took notes, 
as usual. Every charter member of the new organ- 
Ization was présent, with TJncle Job in the chair. A 
good deal was said and doné not necessary or im- 
portant to be mentîoned hère. When ail the mem-p 
bers were seated near the platform, and silence pre- 
vailed — 

Sawter {sittîng on the platform). It is my wish that 
the members of this organization shall constitute a 
pu7'e democracy, or as nearly that as possible, at 
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least, while the membership is small ; and we wili 
begin now by electing a presiding officer for tliis 
meeting. 

Eep. Almost instantly some one nominated Job 
Sawyer for chairman, put his own motion, and de- 
clared it carried ; and a secretary was also elected 
in like manner. 

Sawter (still 8Îtting)é Ton do not know what 
streugth and hope it gives me to see every member 
in his place and evidently zealous in the new under- 
taking. I think my faith at this moment is at least 
equal to a grain of mustard-seed. 

This is a business meeting, called for the purpose 
of perfecting our organization. I suppose we are 
entitled to be incorporated as a religions society, 
nnder the gênerai laws of the State, but there are 
some features of those laws that I do not altogether 
like, and therefore, as there is no haste about it un- 
til we hâve property to manage, I shall give my vote 
in favor of waiting awhile. Tet I think we should at 
once hâve a constitution and suitable by-laws. This 
seems necessary in order to do business in an order- 
ly and economical manner. They should be care- 
fuUy framed, so as to aid and not retard us in oiir 
work, and ample provision should be made for 
prompt and easy amendment. Discrimination should 
be made between constitution and by-laws, so that 
matter belonging in one shall not be placed în the 
other. The constitution is the organic law, and 
should be brief and gênerai in its provisions. The 
by-laws are spécial rules and régulations made under 
and by virtue of the authority of the constitution. 
I see no need of lengthy by-laws at the outset; in 
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facfc, I think it better to let time and expérience de^ 
velop what is needed. A proper committee shonld 
be selected for this work before we adjourn to-night. 

There are several persons, maie and female, who 
bave already made application for membersbip. 
A proper committee ought also to be appointed to 
investigate thèse applications (and others, if any 
shall be made), and report as to fitness, etc. It will 
take us some little time to get f nlly and efficiently 
organized, but we can and shcmld commence at once 
on the main feature of our work — that is, to do ail 
the good we can. To this end we must be careful 
not to preach or require anything that it is not with- 
in the nature of man to live up to ; but what we do 
preach or require, we must practice in letter and in 
spirit. Bight hère let me say that I think we should 
refrain from rich or ostentations dress while in at- 
t^ndance hère, or engaged in any church work. The 
orthodox churches hâve driven away ffom their soci- 
etiesavery large number of the most deserving poor 
and moderately well-to-do, by the proud dress and 
manners of the rich. It is not good manners (even 
if we take no higher view of it) to flaunt our good 
fortune in the faces of the less fortunate. 

" Oh, it is excellent to hâve a giant's strength ; but 
ît is tyrannous to use it like a giant." 

I hope the ladies will organize a Sunday-school, 
with as many différent classes as seem to be neces- 
sary or désirable. I find, notwithstanding éducation 
is free, that very many poor children get almost none 
at ail. Perhaps nearly ail of them learn to road 
more or less perfectly, but with a large percentage 
of them that is ail. The ladies of the orthodox 
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cliurches are doing ail they can to bring thèse chil- 
dren into their Sunday-schools, but the cliildren da 
not seem to crave what- is offered tbem there. I 
tliink scores of thèse children would be glad to corne 
hère and learn many of the useful things that they 
hâve been unable to learn in the public schools. 
Blackboard exercises and gênerai object-teaching 
can be employed where it seems to be bénéficiai. 
Also the teacher might read sélections f rom choice 
literature, suitable to the understanding of his class, 
and especially ought the éléments of moral principles 
to be taught to every one of them, in order that they 
may grow up to be good citizens and useful members 
of Society. 

I am very much impressed with the idea that the 
most industrious people do not spend time enough 
in social intercourse. I therefore think we should 
set apart at least one evening in every week for a 
social meeting hère, or in some other suitable place, 
where old and young, maie and female, can meet in 
ail respects as equals, and participate in such sports, 
games, or other entertainment as the assembly may 
décide to adopt for their récréation for thé time 
being. I am net sure that it would not be wise to 
hâve some place under our management open at ail 
times — a sort of saloon — where persons of either or 
both sexes can go at any time during reasonable 
hours and indulge in some kind of innocent récréa- 
tion or amusement. It is a lamentable fact that ail 
the places of resort within my knowledge are places 
where vice of one kind or another is practiced — 
drinking or gambling, or both, and sometimes even 
worse offenses against morality. I know it is said 
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bj some that one may go into snch places without 
contamination, but I tliink it is very difficolt to do 
so. For instance, if a pérson goes into one of thèse 
places, even to sit awliile and read the newspapers, 
lie feels that he is indebted to the house, and there 
is no waj in which he can square the account but to 
buy something — a drink or a cigar — and custom re- 
quires him to ** treat " one or more of those présent 
—and there is always sonœbody at hand anxious to 
accept such an invitation. In this way the young 
form habits which f requently lead to terrible results. 
Man is a gregarious animal, and loves amusement. 
Thèse natural wants it is the duty of society to sup- 
ply in such manner that he shall not, at the same 
time, be led into vice. 

''Vice is a monster of such frightful mien, 
That to be hated needs but to be seen ; 
But, seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace." 

I am in favor of the freest commingling of the 
sexes in ail places where it is proper for either to 
go. Dancing, when properly conducted, is an inno- 
cent and healthful exercise, and this room is well 
adapted to it. There are also many games played 
with cards, as well as the games of chess and check- 
ers, and similar games, which many people are fond 
of, and which afford excellent training to the mental 
faculties. The game of billiards afford s delightful 
exercise for both men and women ; but at présent 
we hâve no convenient place for it, and, besides, the 
tables are so expensive that we must only think of it 
as a future possibility. 
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AU persons will lïot désire to participate in tlio 
same pleasures at the same time, as expérience 
shows, and our social gatherings will divide them- 
selves np into groups by the process of natnral sé- 
lection. This is one of God's laws, and it obtains in 
heayen as well as among men. If there is a future 
state for man (and I sincerely hope so)', I conceive 
that it will not be necessary for God to put up bars 
to keep the wicked from the good ; but " birds of a 
feather will flock together " there as well as hère, in 
obédience to a natural law. 

The question, Who is to be the parson or preacher 
of the new church ? has given me more trouble than 
ail other questions combined. I hâve discussed it 
privately with many of you, and by a unanimous ver- 
dict, " the lot has fallen upon Jonah." I feel that 
this is highly complimentary to me, and yet I know 
(as no one else knows) that I am not at ail suited to 
such a post. Not to mention numerous deficiencies, 
I never undertook to make anything more than a 
short, extemporaneous speech in my life, and I am 
now " well stricken in years." Furthermore, I am 
afraid I am lazy. I hâve a feeling (no doubt the 
same entertained and acted upon by many an ortho- 
dox churchman) which tempts me to endeavor to es- 
cape the performance of my religions duties by 
hiring, and paying liberally, some one else to do 
them for me. I know this feeling is wrong, and I 
hâve therefore put it behind me, and I hâve decided 
to undertake to minister to this people for the prés- 
ent, but with the hope that some person more suita- 
ble and compétent may soon be found to relieve me 
and carry forward the good work. 
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Eep. XJncle Job hère signified that he had noth- 
ing f urther to say, and b y motions duly made, proper 
committees were appointed, in accordance withUncle 
Job' s suggestions ; and it was also resolved that a 
meeting of the society, and snch outsiders as the 
several* members should see fit to invite, should be 
held for social intercourse and enjoyment, in Ben- 
son's Hall, on the Tuesday eyening next. The 
meeting then adjourned. 



OHAPTEEVL 

NEW DEFINITIONS. < 

Eep. On the foUowîng Sunday moming, before 10 
o'clock, Benson's Hall was crowded. Precisely at 
the stroke of the clock, the choir (consisting of two 
maie and two female voices, with a violin and flûte 
accompaniment), rendered " Sweet Af ton " in a most 
satisfactory manner. At the conclusion of jbhe music, 
Uncle Job promptly took his place at the little desk, 
and, in the most grave aûd impressive manner, re- 
peated the foUowing words, which he seemed to 
adopt as a sort of text : 

" Prayer is the soul's sincère désire, 
tJttered or imexpressed." 

He then proceeded in substance as foUows : 
Sawyer. As pur meetings will be distinguished by 
the absence of formai praying, which fact may lead 
to misunderstanding, and possibly to unjust criti- 
cism, even by persons not unfriendly to our gênerai 
purposes, unless some explanation is made on our 
part, I hâve therefore determined to give briefly 
some of my views on the gênerai subject of prayer 
in my remarks this morning, and to branch off into 
kindred or other subjects, and to enlarge upon them 
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from time to tîme as I may feel disposod. In treat- 
îng, thèse matters with satisfaction to myself, I shall 
be Compelled to advert occasionally to some of my 
own Personal expériences, which I promise you shall 
be sparingly done, for such références are exceed- 
ingly distasteful to me. 

For well nigh forty years I hâve prayed withont 
ceasing, but during ail that time my prayers hâve 
been of the kind that are nnexpressed ; and yet I 
hâve no quarrel with those who take comfort in mak- 
ing, or feel it a duty to make, long, formulated pray- 
ers. They hâve the right to foUow the dictâtes of 
their feelings, so long as they do no injury to others. 
Every rnish is a prayer, whether " uttered or nnex- 
pressed." We are ail continually wishing for some- 
thing, either reasonable or nnreasonable, and this is 
why I say I hâve prayed withont ceasing. My soûl 
yeams every day, and almost every hour of the day, 
with a fervent wish for the ability to right some 
wrong, or to do some positive gdod. But I hâve no 
faith that any prayer, however reasonable, or how- 
ever eloquently and feelingly expressed, or however 
urgent the seeming necessity, ever was or ever will 
be anstueredf in any such sensé as that expression is 
generally understood. The God I worship is not, in 
that sensé, a " prayer-answering God." I witnessed 
an incident when a schoolboy that made an indelible 
impression on my mind, and perhaps it had some- 
thing to do toward shaking my faith in the efficacy 
of prayer. A boy of fourteen, whom I will call John, 
was the son of praying parents — in fact, they were 
then known as "shouting Mefchodists" — and at the 
time in question, a " revival of religion" was in prog- 
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r^cm in thé neii^borhood where John aad Iiis pazenis 
t^uied, A large pine stnmp stood in the play- 
gronmi near the schoolhonse, which was often in the 
wajf and greatlj interfered nith the children's 
gamen. One day the stomp was espedally annoj- 
iri^^ and wan receiring many malédictions, when 
John Mtartled ail of his fellows by annonncing that 
}ui c^mhl remove ii He was asked how he wonld go 
U> work to do ii, ail being anxioos to lend him a 
luilpiuf^ hand. He said boldly that he conld " pray 
it ouf Some donbted this, while others belieyed 
it; bat ail nrged him to try the experiment At 
Icngth tho noble boy, wîth £aith enough to remove a 
mountain (if faith alone could ever remove anything), 
Util upon liiB knees near the stump, and prayed most 
fijrvontly, most feelingly, and most confidently for 
Um or fifteen minutes for the removal of the stomp, 
tlio children mcanwhile watching in breathless 
Hileuco U) soe tho stump move, and even the doubt- 
ing onos boing hopeful. John stopped praying and 
oponod his oyos. He seemed surprised to see the 
stump still in its place, and ho asked the boys if 
tlioy hadn*t soon the roots start. Being answered in 
tho nogativo, ho prayed again, more energetically 
tlwiu boforo, if that were possible ; but he was con- 
f l'ontûd with failuro again and again, until his com- 
panions sont up a roar of derîsive laughter, where- 
upon poor John gave way to his dîsappointment and 
criod and ront his garments, and repented him (so to 
Hpoak) iu sackcloth and ashes. Poor fellow ! he was 
novor tho samo boy after that. 

I was oarly taught, în the customary way, to get 
ou my knoes and utter verbal prayers, and I often 
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did so during my yonth and young manhood ; but I 
cauuot remember the time, af ter little John's failure, 
when I did not rise from my knees with a sensé of 
shame, and feelîng more like an ignorant idolater 
than like an intelUgent, reasoning being. I hâve 
frequently conversed with persons who, even while 
admitting that they do not know that their prayers 
are ever answered, yet claim that they dérive great 
mental satisfaction from formai prayer ; but it was 
never so with me. 

Many years ago, when I was a young man, I was 
once so circumstanced that death from starvation 
and exposure to the éléments seemed inévitable to 
myself and my helpless companion. No relief 
seemed possible from any human or earthly source. 
After making failures of several experiments, I be- 
came temporarily discouraged, and, to borrow the 
words of John Hay, 

" I jest flopped down on my marrow bones, 
Crotch deep in the snow, and prayed ;'* 

or, rather, I tried to pray, but could not. Every 
Word I uttered seemed like blasphemy. I felt like 
a criminal, and I stopped, and spent some little time 
in gloomy, most dismal méditation. But something 
must be donc. I still had strength, and I shook my- 
self and said aloud to my discouraged feeling, " Get 
thee behind me, Satan." In a twinkling Dr. Frank- 
lin's saying that God helps him who helps himself 
came into my mind, and almost in the same breath I 
was repeating thèse lines of Walter Scott : 

" My pass, brave Qael, in danger tried, 
Hangs in my belt and by my side." 



X 
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I said to myself, " The way to seek God îs not to 
prostrate one's self in chicken-hearted supplication, 
but to courageously study to find out his laws and to 
obey them." My former discouragement was at 
once changed into a feeling of extraordinary self- 
reliance, and I resolved that if I must die in that situ- 
ation, I would not die the death of a coward, but 
valiaritly fighting with ail the might with which God 
had endowed me. The resuit was that I and my lit- 
tle companion were saved. 

I hâve related this incident to my good Christian 
friend, Mrs. Evener, and she insists that my prayer 
was answered in the most conspicuous and unmis- 
takable manner. But I answer that I did not pray. 
I tried to, but made a flat failure. Mv soûl revolted 
at the very attempt. My friend responds that God 
took the will for the deed, and granted my wish be- 
fore it was expressed. Be that as it may, it was with 
me a most profound religions expérience, and I hâve 
never tried to give utterance to a prayer from that 
day to this ; yet I feel that I hâve walked with God, 
and I hâve obeyed his commandments, in the light 
that he has given me to understand them, during the 
whole time since that event. 

The expérience I hâve mentioned, and the study 
and reflection induced by it, gave me a grander con- 
ception of God and his attributes than I hadeverhad 
before. My previous idea of God was substantially 
that he was a being in human shape, about as big as 
Goliath, with one all-seeing eye situated just above 
his nose ; that he sat in space, cross-legged like a 
tailor or a Turk, governing création by his arbitrary 
will, and threatening ail mankind with eternal tor- 
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ment, exceptîng snch as begged of him, like cripples, 
for salvation, and that even tliese had no guarantj 
of safety. No pagan ever carved f rom wood or stone 
a baser connterfeit of tte Almighty than I had been 
led lo do, în my imagination, by the teachings of tlie 
Christian religion. I had, in fact, created an idol — 
not technically a graven image, but none the less an 
idol — ^and it was before him, or it, that I saw, in my 
mind's eye, millions of Christians, Mohammedans, 
and Jews bowed down in abject fear, falsely called 
worship. I hâve talked on this subject with hun- 
dreds, if not thousands, of Christians, and I find 
that every one, when I bring him down to a fine 
point, has an imaginary idol, difltering from mine 
more or less, perhaps, in form, but not at ail in sub- 
stance. Most of them will say at first that God is a 
spirit ; but on doser inquiry it will be f ound that ail 
hâve embodied that spirit into some form, more or 
less shadowy, which thev always see in their mental 
vision when they pray or think of God. Is Chris- 
tîanity, then, only ^nother (perhaps a higher) form 
of paganism. I fear so, in so far, at least, as the 
unthinking multitude is concerned. Hâve they not 
also idolized Christ? 

That there is, and has been from the beginning, 
a Power, a Force, which, acting on Matter and 
controUed by Law, created and governs the Uni- 
verse, there can be no question ; but whether that 
Power or Force is embodied in an intelligent, sen- 
tient Suprême Being, in the sensé usually implied 
by those words, will probably never be known in 
this mundane existence any better than it is now. 
In so far as it is given us to see and know, it may be 
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saîd that God is Law, and it is in thîs sensé that I 
habitually use the word God. 

Wliat we call natural law was never created, and it 
can notbe destroyed nor changea. For illustra- 
tion, take any known law of mathematics — the sim- 
ple fact that two and two make four, for instance. 
Can it be conceived by the mind of man that there 
ever was a period in the past, however remote, when 
two and two could hâve made any greater or less 
sum than four ? Does any one believe that a period 
will ever corne in the future when that law will be 
changed? I déclare 'to you, my friends, that no God 
ever had, or ever will hâve, the power to change it. 
So it is with ail other laws. They hâve existed, and 
will continue to exist, from "everlasting to ever- 
lasting." 

My orthodox friends admit the existence of the 
laws, but they assert that they must necessarily hâve 
been created by a pre-existing, higher power, and 
hence, from a supposed necessity, they hâve, in their 
imagination, and without proof, invented their Su- 
prême Being, who, they believe, was not created, but 
always existed. If this doctrine of necessity be ad- 
mitted, it seems to be just as necessary to take 
another step backward and assume a creator for the 
aforesaid Suprême Being, as it was to take the first 
step. But I deny the necessity in both cases. It is 
conceded that Matter, Force, and Law exist, and that 
they are constant and indestructible. It foUows, 
then, as an axiom, that they were not created, but 
always existed. Thèse éléments, through the cycles 
of time and the processes of évolution, hâve wrought 
the situation we behold to-day. I draw, then, from 
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my premises, the conclusion, which ail history and 
expérience prove to be true, that God is inexorable ; 
that he does not hear or answer our prayers ; and 
that there is not, and never was, any such thing as a 
spécial providence or miracle. When events trans- 
pire which seem to hâve been produced by super- 
natural agencies, it is only our ignorance, or some- 
body's trickery, that makes them appear so. In the 
olden times, the sending of a message from New 
York to Chicago and getting an answer in an hour 
would hâve been called a miracle; but nobody calls 
it se now. 

The question was asked of old, " Canst thou by 
searching find out God?" I answer, Tes, and. No! 
It is impossible for us to ever find him out in his 
entirety ; but by diligent searching we shall find out 
eventually ail that it is necessary for us to knew of 
him. We hâve learned many things already, and we 
are constantly finding out something new. Only re- 
cently the world was startled by the discovery of the 
principle which has been utilized in the téléphone. 
Tet what we nowknow is but a drop in the bucket as 
compared with the unknown. Who can tell us what 
electricity is, or explain to us the secret of its mys- 
terious power ? Who knows by what subtle influ- 
ence inanimate matter is made animate ? What is 
mind? Whence came it, and whither does it go? 
By constant searching man will find out some of 
thèse things. God has placed us in the partial pos- 
session of a mighty engine, and has endowed us with 
minds whereby we may learn to run so much of it as 
may be bénéficiai to us. Archimedes claimed in his 
day to hâve discovered the power to move the earth. 
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if he could onlj find a place somowliere outside on 
which to stand ; but I say to you, my brethren, that 
the power exists by means of which, when the proper 
springs and levers shall be found ont (as they will 
yet be found out), a man may stand right hère in 
Pinville and môve the world. 

Matter, Force, and Law constitute the true Trin^ 
• ity, though neither alone is equal to ail. With only 
Matter and Force in existence, the world would be 
" without form and void ;" but Law wrought order 
out of chaos, and, in a qualified sensé, created the 
Universe. Hence, as I hâve said before, I usuallj 
mean the Law alone when I speak of God. 

When I am stating my views on thèse subjects to 
my Christian friends, as I sometimes do, they fre- 
quently hold up both hands in horror, and exclaim 
that I am thrôwing away the Bible and ail hope of a 
life beyond the grave. I do not think so. I am only 
clearing away the rubbish — the accumulations of 
thousands of years of ignorance and superstition — 
and getting down to the solid, bottom facts for a ^ 
basis on which I hope we may be able to build a re- 
ligions édifice whose every brick and timber shall be 
a known and admitted truth ; and ail the old mate- 
rial will be worked into the new structure that will 
bear the test. No man yet knows whether the mind 
of man has a conscious existence after the death of 
the body. We ail Aope, and some of us believCy that' 
the mind (usually called the sovl) does not die, but 
lives forever. But, like Patrick Henry, we should be 
" willing to know the whole truth ; to know the 
worst, and to provide for it." If there is a part of 
man which survives the grave, it is so by virtue of 
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some laWy and our hopes, or fears, or wishes, or pray- 
ers cannot in any manner, or in any degree, change 
the fact. It is doubtful whether it isbest for ns that 
we should knaw what the future has in store for us ; 
but whether so or not, it is certain that the very 
worst thing we can do is to deceive ourselves in re- 
gard to it. It is not wise to form any belief and to 
adhère to it inflexibly, before we know, by absolute 
knowledge, that it is a fact; or, at least, until it has 
been proven to be true by testimony that is above 
impeachment or criticism. If there is a life beyond 
this, a correct life hère — ^living strictly within the 
letter and spirit of the Law— is the surest way to 
prépare for it. If we take good care of the présent, 
the future will take care of itself. " Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof." If we qbey the Law 
dnring this life, we shall be ready for death when it 
cornes. Death has no terror for the law-abiding 
man. He walks with God continually, and needs no 
time to prépare to meet him. He has an abiding 
faith that he will surely receive such measure of re- 
ward as his conduct merits, under the Law ; and he 
borrows no trouble as to what the nature of his 
reward shall be, nor as to the manner in which it 
shall be meted out to him. 

As to the Bible, I do not reject it by any means ; 
and yet I regard it as purely the work of men, and 
treat it accordingly. Looked at in this light, it is a 
most excellent book, being a record of men's dis- 
coveries, expériences, and beliefs in the remote past. 
Much of it is fiction, just as men write fiction at the 
présent day to illustrate what they believe to be 
true. Much of it is written in figurative language. 
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and never was intended to be understood literally. 
Some of it is absolutely false, in spirît as well as in 
letter, and was well known to be so by the persons 
who wrote those parts. The Bible was not written 
by one man, but by many men, andat widely différent 
times. Doubtless hundreds, and possibly tbousands, 
of other men wrote during the same periods whose 
Works hâve perished; but those works that hâve 
been handed down to us, were treasured by the 
people as choice literature, and in the course of 
time, they came to be regarded as sacred, and the 
writers thereof as more than mortal. This was 
owing to the disposition of mankind, in an unenlight- 
ened state, to worship a hero and to magnify his 
virtues and his powers. Men are not entirely free 
from that disposition in our own day. 

Our orthodox friends say we must either reject 
the Bible as false from beginning to end, or accept 
every word of it as the literal word of God. They take 
the latter alternative, but I take neither. Take that 
passage, if you please, where the writer says : " The 
lips of a strange woman drop as a honeycomb, and 
her mouth is smoother than oil; but her end is 
bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 
Her feet go down to death ; her steps take hold on 
hell." The man who said that knew what he was 
talking about ; and although he made use of figura- 
tive, even picturesque, language, he portrayed a liv- 
ing, every-day truth which commends itself to every 
person of expérience. So hère is one part of tho 
Bible that I believe in. But when I read in another 
place that three men walked about in the heart of a 
fiery furnace which was seven times hotter than it 
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was commonlj heated, and then came ont after a 
considérable time withont even the smell of fire 
about tlieir garments, I don't believe it any more 
than I do tbe marvelous stories of Lemuel Gulliver, 
whose very name is a fable. Why may I not accept 
the record of Moses (if I want to) and reject that of 
Joshua, or vice versa ? If I believe a part of what 
Matthew tells ns, why must I also accept ail that 
Luke says ? When we read any other book, we find 
statements which we fully believe to be .true, and 
other statements by the same author which our 
minds reject as nnreasonable, absnrd, and false. 
Why may we not treat the Bible anthors in the 
same way ? Certainly, if God wrote it (as alleged) 
there can be no danger that any falsehood will be 
found in it, and the more vigorously it is assailed 
the brighter it will shine. It is not God, my f riends, 
but the devil, that is afraid of inquiry, investigation, 
and.skepticism. 

Some people believe that we could not distinguish 
right from wrong if it were not for the Bible. This 
is a great mistake. No doubt many of the Biblical 
writers thought they had discovered certain truths, 
and tried in their writings to set them forth for a 
guide to others ; but later studies and expériences 
hâve shown many of the earlier suppositions to be 
erroneous. He is a fool who wilfuUy shuts his eyes 
to the light of the présent day, and blindly accepts 
as truth the théories and guesses of unknown men 
who lived in a darker âge. Those men, like the so- 
called Infidels of this day, were groping and reach- 
îng for the truth — were trying "by searching to find 
out God." 
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Lookîng from the hnman stanâpoînt, it may be 
said that sin is the transgression of the Law. Every 
transgression, however small, is a sin, and is abso- 
Intely sure to bring the proper punishment npon the 
transgressor. God knows no such thing as mercy ; 
but still his punishments are graded according to the 
magnitude of the offense. The working of the I^aw 
in this respect may be likened to the working of a 
Tast machine. If we get a finger between the cogs, 
we lose a. finger, or a part of one ; and if we jump 
bodily into the machine, the penalty is death. 
Looked at from God's standpoint, there is no such 
thing as transgression of the Law. We can do noth- 
ing that will injure God ; but the injury, if any, falls 
upon us. The machinery of the Universe moves 
majestically on, and whoever gets in the way will 
surely suffer. We are not required to obey the Law 
because it will please God; but because our own 
welfare requires it. Strict obédience brings har- 
mony, peace, and happiness; while disobedience 
brings discord, war, and misery. The good things 
that we enjoy are our rewards,'and the miseries that 
we suffer are our punishments. Whether ail our 
rewards and punishments are received in this life, 
as some believe, we do not now know, and we may 
never know in this world. When we theorize on 
that subject, in our human way, it seems necessary, 
in order to satisfy our finite notions of eternal justice, 
that there must be a future state where each shall 
receive reward. or punishment according to his dé- 
serts. I know men who are so hardened in sin that, 

cording to my notion, nothing short of a term in a 
rai hell of fire and brimstone would be adéquate 
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to balance tlie accoant against them. But "ven- 
geance is mine, saith tbe Lord/' and nature must 
bave its course regardless of buman judgments. 

If we look at tbis question witb tbe cold eje of 
pbilosopby, bow does it look? Nature's motto 
seems to be "Excelsior." Everytbing we now see 
bas been developed by slow processes from earlîer 
and inf erior f orms. Tbe prior forms bave died, and 
tbeir deatb and decay bave enricbed tbe soil for suc- 
ceeding forms. Tbis bas been so witb tbe works of 
man in tbe fields of science and religion, as well as 
in pbysical nature. It may be tbat no being bas yet 
been sufficiently developed to inberit etemal life. I 
express no opinion. Tennyson bas tbougbt on tbis 
subject, and bas written tbese words : 

*' A monstrous eft was of old the Lord and Haster of Earth, 
For him did bis high sun flame, and his river billowing ran, 
And he felt bimself in his force to be Nature's crowning race. 
As nine months go to the shaping an infant ripe for his birth, 
80 mànj a million of âges hâve gone to the making of man : 
He now is first, but is he the last? is he not too base?" 

Tbe answers to tbese questions must await tbe 
developments of time. 

In our " searcbing to find God," wbat we know bas 
been leamed by expérience — by actual experiment 
in every particular instance. Wben any act or word 
done or spoken, or permitted to be done or spoken, 
was found to produce eitber pbysical or mental suf- 
fering to any person, sucb act or word was called 
wrong, evil, sin ; wbile acts and words wbicb brougbt 
fortb no sucb results were said to be good, rigbt, or 
rigbteous. Tbe first man must bave bad serious 
trouble.' He did not know, until be bad tried tbe 
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experiment, tliat fire would burn him. What he 
learned in the rough school of expérience, he com- 
municated to hîs children, so that tkej started in 
life wiser than their father. After a time men of 
great expérience wrote down what they had learned 
for the benefit of others, just as people are stlU 
doing; and in this way the world has been filled 
with books. Much has been written that subséquent 
expérience has proved to be incorrect, and we there- 
fore find that it will not do to rely too implicitly 
upon what we read, but every person must apply the 
test to his own expérience, and reject ail error, re- 
gardless of authority. In the language of an ancient 
writer, we should " prove ail things, and hold fast 
that which is good." 

I hâve now consumed the time allotted tothis exer- 
cise, and will therefore reserve what further I hâve 
to say for future occasions. What I hâve said thus 
far was not essential, in my opinion, to the progress 
of our work ; but I deemed it wise to make a plain, 
blunt confession of faith, as it were, at the outset, in 
order that every person having a view to joining our 
church may do so with his eyes open, and can never 
truthf ully say that he was induced to join us by false 
prêteuses. I hâve endeavored to f ollow the wise ad- 
vice of that great and good man who said of old, in 
substance: "Let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works and glorify God. 
Think not that I hâve come to destroy the Law ; for 
I hâve not come to destroy, but to fulfil." 

Eep. Before dismissing the congrégation, XJncle 
Job gave notice of the Sunday-school which he said 
would be opened for young and old that af ternoon at 
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3 o'clock ; Dr. Pond's lecture în the evening ; the 
social entertâînment for Tuesday night ; and a busi- 
ness meeting for Fridaj night. He then said tliat 
the meeting would be closed with music, and added, 
in a very solemn and impressive manner: "May 
love, peacCy good will^ and happiness attend and pos- 
sess us alL Amen." 
The choir followed with, "Home, Sweet Home." 



CHAPTEBVIL 

THE SOCIETY IN OPERATION— A liAWSUIT. 

Bep. Pursaant to the notice mentioned in tlie last 
chaptery one hondred and eighty-three persons of ail 
âges and both sexes, but mostly childreny assembled in 
the hall at 3 o'clock on Sunday af ternoon, to be organ- 
ized and classified into a. Sunday-school. Mr. and 
Mrs. Holliday (both collège graduâtes, and the latter 
a member of the Baptist church in good standing) 
had been previously chosen by common consent as 
snperintendent and assistant-superintendent ; and a 
sufficient corps of teachers, or conductors, for the 
several classes into which the school might be di- 
vided, had been likewise selected. 

Mr. Holliday made a short speech at the opening, 
in which he said, among other things, that as this 
was their first gathering, but little could be done be- 
yond a sort of examination to détermine how the 
school could be best classified, so as to do most good 
to ail. For to-day he had decided to classify them 
according to âge, as foUows, every class to occupy a 
particular portion of the room designated by the 
snperintendent: 

Class 1. AU over forty years of âge. 

2. AU between twenty and forty, 

»4 
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Class 3. Ail betwôen fif teen and twentj. 

Class 4. Ali between twelve and fifteen. 

Class 5. Ail between ten and twelve. 

Class 6. Ail under ten jears old. 

Mr» HoUiday further said, before dismîssîng the 
school to their several classes, tbat he hoped by next 
Sonday to procure some appropriate songs, after 
which the school would be opened and closed with 
singing, in which it would be désirable that ail 
should join who could. He closed with a few earnest 
remarks, in which he urged the importance of gopd 
conduct on ail occasions. He said the first duty of 
young and old was to learn what is right and what is 
wrong, and the next duty was faithfuUy and loyally 
to do the right on every occasion and under ail cir- 
cumstances, and to frown upon and condemn wrong 
conduct wherever seen. If everybody would foUow 
this rule, he thought the world would be truly hap- 
py, and that no one could be completely happy who 
failed to foUow it. He said it was the object of the 
school, now about to open, to enable as many as pos- 
sible to perform the first duty — the leaming of the 
right and the wrong ; the second duty must be per- 
formed, for the most part, outside,of the school iu 
their every-day avocations. 

The exercises of the day consisted mainly of the 
reading of sélections by the teachers to their re- 
spective classes, and remarks by the teachers and 
discussions by the classes thereon. 

In the evening Dr. Pond delivered a very instruct- 
ive and entertaining lecture, giving in the course of 
it many valuable hints for the préservation of héalth. 
It was well attended and well received. At the 
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close he gave notice that on the foUowing Sundaj 
evening, lawyer Gibson woulcl speak in tliat place on 
tlie subject, "How to Beat the Lawyers." 

TLe social meeting Tuesday night was a very 
pleasant affair, tliongli the house was somewhat too 
full for perfect enjoyment. The doors were opened 
at 7, and the honse was cleared precisely at 10:30. 
One part of the floor was kept clear for those who 
wished to dance, and two well-played violins fur- 
nished the music. The dancing floor was occupied 
by somebody nearly ail the evening. In another 
part of the room a nnmber of little tables were 
placed at suitable distances from one another, and 
ail were provided with either playing cards, or chess, 
checkers, or backgammon boards. Thèse tables 
were ail patronized, while a considérable nnmber 
only visited or told anecdotes in a very sociable way. 
AU were neatly dressed, but there was a conspicuous 
absence of everything rich or gaudy in the attire of 
anyone. ^ 

At the Friday evening business meeting, the com- 
mitteee on constitution and by-laws was not ready to 
report, and was given another week. The committee 
on applications for membership reported favorably 
on twenty-six applications, and on six applications 
which they had investigated they were in doubt, 
and desired the advice of the meeting. They also 
said there were a number of other applications upon 
which for want of time, they were not prepared to 
report. The twenty-six whose applications had been 
favorably reported were received into full member- 
ship ; and it was decided, after some de bâte, to re- 
ceivethe six as to whom the committee asked advice. 
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înto a sort of quasi or probationary membership, 
without the right to vote, for six months, when fur- 
ther action would be taken on their applications. 

It happened at this time that a lawsuit that had 
excited considérable local interest and feeling was on 
the trial calendar of a court of record at the county 
seat. Ail the parties resided in the immédiate 
vicinity of Pinville, and Uncle Job was the witness 
on whose testimony the décision would turn. It 
seems that a man had commenced an action on a 
promissory note before Uncle Job as a justice of the 
peace, who, as was his custom, had induced the 
parties to compromise, and they had done so on the 
spot — the défendant paying the amount agreed upon 
^— but no mémorandum had been made of the settle- 
ment, and the note was not surrendered because the 
plaintiff claimed to hâve forgotten to bring it with 
him ; he promised, however, to hfind it to Uncle Job 
or to the défendant the next day. This was neglect- 
ed, and soon afterwards the plaintiff died, and after 
his death his administrators, finding the note among 
the effects of the deceased, demanded payment of it 
from the défendant, who refused, whereupon they 
brought the suit in a court of record as above stated/ 
Under the rules of évidence, the défendant could not 
be a witness in his own behalf, but he relîed on the 
testimony of Uncle Job to prove the settlement and 
payment, while the plaintiffs (the administrators) 
only had to prove the signature to the note in order 
to make ont their case ; and it was rumored in Pin- 
ville that the}' expected to break down and destroy 
Uncle Job's testimony by showing that he was an 
jA-theist or some sort of a "religions crank." By 
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tliis means the plaintiflfs hoped to wiû theîr case 
regardless of riglit or justice. The trial was set 
down for Saturday morning, and Pinville turned ont 
in force " to see the fun," as some of them said. Of 
course, I attended the trial and took notes as nsual. 

When the suit had been called, a jury duly im- 
paneled, and plaintiffs' counsel had made a brief 
" opening," the note was duly proved and the plain- 
tiffs rested. The defendant's counsel then made a 
brief statement of the défense, and called Job Sawyer 
as a witness, who was sworn on the Bible in the nsnal 
way, after which the foUowing proceedings took 
place : 

Plaintiffs' Counsel. If the Court please, before 
this witness gives any testimony, I désire to ask him 
a few questions to test his competency. 

The Court. Tou may do so. 

P. C. Mr. Sawyer, do you consider the oaih you 
hâve just taken to be binding upon you? 

Sawyer. I do. 

P. C. Do you consider it binding upon your càn* 
sctencCy if you hâve such a thing? 

Sawyer. Tes, sir. 

P. C. In your mind, sir, f rom what source does the 
obligation upon you to tell the truth proceed — from 
the law of God, or the law of man ? 

Sawyer. From both. 

P. C. But you don't belle ve in any God, do you? 

Défendants' Counsel. I object. 

The Court. I think the witness has shown himself 
compétent, and that he should not be further ques- 
tioned on this point at this time. 

Bep. The defendant's counsel then examined IJncle 
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Job at some length, proving the accord and satisfac- 
tion as claimed by the défendant, when tbe witness 
was tumed over to tbe plaintiffs' counsel for cross- 
examination. Tbe plaintiffs' counsel examined Mr. 
Sawjer at great lengtb on tbe merits of tbe case, 
endeavoring to cross and entangle bim, but witbout 
success. Wben tbis bad ended, tbe examination 
proceeded as foUows : 

P. C. Now, Mr. Sawyer, you do not believe in any 
God, do you ? 

Défendants Counsel objected and argued tbat tbe 
witness was protected from tbis sort of examination 
by tbe constitution of tbe State. 

The Coubt. I tbink tbe prohibition of tbe consti- 
tution only extends to tbe question of tbe œmpetency 
of tbe witness, and tbat bis religions belief may still 
be inquired into as bearing upon tbe credibUity of bis 
testimony. 

P. C. I repeat tbe question, sir ; do you believe in 
any God ? 

Sawyer. Most assuredly I do. I believe 

P. C. Hold on, sir. I don't want any stump speecb 
from' you, sir. I want to do tbé talking myself, and 
you will bave enougb to do, if you answer my ques- 
tions by yes or no. 

Sawyer. I bave sworn to tell tbe wbole trutb, and 
wben answering yes or no will only convey a balf- 
trutb, I must décline to answer in tbat way. 

P. C. Do you believe in Jésus Cbrist ? 

Sawyer. Tes and no. 

P. C. Tou are pretty cunning, Mr. Sawyer, but 
you can't inveigle me into your trap. I sball not 
give you an opportunity to make a s\ivimç «ç^^^ Vj 
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asking you to explain wliat you mean by your double 
answer. Do you believe that Jésus Christ was the 
son of God ? 

Sawyer. Tes, sir. I believe 

P. C. Hold on again. Ton must answer my ques- 
tions and stop. Tou hâve recently set yourself up 
as a prophet of some sort of new-fangled religion, 
haven't you? 

Sawyer. No, sir. I hâve — — 

P. C. Stop now. Haven't you started a new 
church, so-called, down at Pinville, in which prayer 
is not permitted ? 

Sawyer. No, sir. We hâve a society there 

P. C. Stop, stop. 

Sawyer. If you will let me explain, I will make it 
ail clear to you. 

P. C. Tou are entirely too anxious to explain. Tou 
are not a praying man yourself, are you, Mr. Sawyer? 

Sawyer. I am, sir. I 

P. C. Hold on, sir. I am done with you now. 
Tou are too tough a customer for me to deal with. 

Défendant' s Counsel. Do you wish to make any 
explanation, Mr. Sawyer? 

Sawyer. Unless some explanation is necessary for 
the purpose of this trial, I do not know that I do. 
Inasmuch, however, as the plaintiffs' counsel seems 
to hâve heard something which he thinks derogatory 
to me, I will say that I hâve long claimed to be a 
religions man. I admit that my religion is not in aïl 
respects orthodox, as orthodoxy is now understobd, 
but throughout a not very short and somewhat 
checkered life I hâve always obeyed, to the best of 
ability, the injunction of Jésus Christ to render 
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nnto CsBsar the things that are Cœsar's, and nnto 
God the things that are God's. 

Bep. Hère the .audience made a considérable 
démonstration of applause, which awoke the sheriff 
and his deputies to activity, and was sternly rebuked 
by the Court. When order was restored, Uncle Job 
continned : 

l Sawter. -I will only say further that at this mo- 
menty looking back over my whole life, my con- 
science is void of offense toward God and toward 
man. 

Eep. Th'fe opposing counsel agreed to submit the 
case to the jury on the charge of the Court, without 
summing up. The judge charged the jury briefly 
without referring to the cross-examination of Uncle 
Job. The jury retired about 3 o'clock in the after- 
noon, and remained out until sent for by the Court at 
8:30 in the evening. In answer to the clerk's inquiry 
they said they had not agreed, and that they thought 
an agreement would be impossible. The judge said he 
regarded the case as a very plain one ; that he could 
see no chance for controversy — in f act, that it was so 
one-sided a case that, if he had been asked at the 
proper time to take it away from the jury ai^i décide it 
himself (to direct them what verdict to render), he 
would hâve done so ; but now the case was with them, 
and they must décide it or remain over Sunday. He 
then ordered them back to their room, where they re- 
mained until 10 o'clock, when he again sent for 
them, and finding them still unable to agrée, he dis- 
charged them. I asked the judge (with whom I was 
well acquaînted) what would hâve been the probable 
finale if the jury had found for the p\am\ÀS.^, "^^ 
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said there was no probcMe about it; but that I conld 
consider it absolutely certain that he wonld haye set 
aside such a yerdict qnicker than lightniiig. 

The condact of the jury was so singnlar that con- 
sidérable pains were taken to ascertain the names of 
the unreasonable jorors and their motiyes ; and the 
resnlt of the inquiry can be told in a few words. Mr. 
Jingleberry was the only juror who had strennously 
f avored the plaintifiis ; but there were five others who 
were willing to décide any way rather than remain 
over Sunday. Jingleberry declared that he would 
remain there till the ants carried him ont through 
the key-hole before he would agrée to find for the 
défendant. He said he had known old Job Sawyer 
by réputation, for years, and that he had always had 
the name of being a black-hearted old Atheisi ; that 
he (Jingleberry) had no confidence in the old devil's 
testimony, and that he had no doubt that the défend- 
ant and old Sawyer had put up a job to beat the 
dead man's estate and divide the booty, and much 
else of the same sort. One of the court constables 
stated very positively that during the dinner hour 
(before the trial was concluded) he had aecidentally 
stumbled upon one of the plaintiffs in close consulta- 
tion with Mr. Jingleberry in a secluded place tinder 
the stairs leading to the court-rocwn; that they 
seemed to be much startled by the intrusion, and 
appeared to be trying to hide something in their 
pockets. The constable said he saw no money, but 
the motions satisfied him that money had passed 
from the plaintiflf to the juror then and there. As 
bearing on the probability of the constable's con- 
e it should be further said that when Tweed's 
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ring was exposed in thé city of New York, this Mr. 
Jingleberry's name was found on the city pay-roU at 
$175 per month, although he lived more than two 
hnndred miles from the city, and had not been 
missed by his neighbors, excepfc about two days in 
every montli, when he had a mysterious errand some- 
where eastward. This fact had been thoronghly 
exposed years before the trial in question, and yet 
the officiais, whose duty it is to sélect proper per- 
sons for jury duty, had deliberately certified that 
this man was of " fair character and approyed in- 
tegrity." 



* 



CHÀPTEE Vm. 

THE TBY-SQUAEE APPLIED. 

Bep. Sunday inorning the hall was packed and 

jammed as fuU as it could be some time before the 

hour to open the meeting. After the singing wâs 

concluded, XJncle Job commenced speaking as fol- 
lows : 

Sawyer. I hâve received a letter through the post- 
office, in the handwriting of a woman, but without 
signature, in which my idea that God has no mercy 
nor forgiveness for wrong-doers is argued against 
very vigorously. She says thafc if my theory is cor- 
rect it will destroy ail hope of salvation for ninety- 
nine hundredths of the human family, if not for ail. 

I am very glad that the sister has felt free to write 
me this letter, and I hope every one who wishes to 
ask me any reasonable question, or to combat any of 
my opinions in a proper spirit, will feel free to do so. 
Such communications may be sent through the post- 
office, or handed to me personally, or laid on this 
table at any time before the opening of any meeting. 

I must say, in answer to my gentle correspondent, 
in the first place, that the cause of true religion will 
not be promoted by accepting any proposition as 
Sound simply because it seems to satisfy our feelings 



THE TBT-SQUARE APPLIED. 66 

or liopes. That would be équivalent to believîng a 
thing true because we désire it to be so. 

I think the doctrine of God's infinité mercy and 
forgiveness is a very pernicious and dangerous one, 
a^d is a stumbling-block in the way of salvation. I 
think there would be far less sin committed thau 
there is now if this baneful doctrine conld be ban- 
ished from the minds of men. The doctrine, as I 
nnderstand it, amonnts to this : A man may lead a 
long life of wickedness, be steeped in the most vile 
iniquity, never hâve done a good act in his whole 
life, may hâve committed conntless murders, and yet 
if he repents at the eleventh honr — even on the gai- 
lows— he wiU be instantly forgiven, ail his sins 
liquidated, dissolved, washed out, and he will for- 
ever after be just as happy, and receiye the same 
rewards, as another man who has always led a pure 
and perfect life. This cannot be true, for God is 
just, and this is not just. Tet I hâve heard a judge 
preach it, in the présence of hundreds of people, to 
a brutal murderer upon whom he was about to pro- 
nounce the sentence of death. If this doctrine is 
trùe, it puts a premium upon sin and crime. If the 
righteous and the wicked are to receive the same re- 
ward, what incentive does a man hâve to be right- 
eous ? I hâve positive knowledge that this doctrine 
is fuU of mischief, because men hâve confessed to me 
that thôy hâve done wrong, knowingly and wilfuUy, 
with the intention to afterwards repent and be for- 
given ; and they hâve owned to me that if they liad 
not believed in this doctrine of repentance and for- 
giveness, and relieAupon itfor indemnity, they could 
not hâve been tempted to do tlie ^VTOïlç;. \>o^\fô^^ 
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there are tliousands and millions of so-called Chris- 
tian people wlio habitiially do what they know to be. 
wrong, relying npon this miscbievous doctrine, wbo 
would be rigbteous men and women if they held my 
views instead. They seem to be willing to barter 
away the certain rewards that are meted ont in this 
world for good deeds, in exchange for hoped-for re- 
wards in a supposed but uncertain world to corne. 

To my mind there is something anomalous, incon- 
griious, absurd, in nsing thèse two words, repent and 
forgive^ in one and the same breath. What is repent- 
ance? It is to feel the keenest sorrow, remorse, 
anguish for some wrong doi^. The moment a man 
begins to repent, in that same moment he begins to 
suflfer the torments of the damned. True repentance 
is hellf and I can see no hope of rédemption there- 
from, except through réparation of the wrong. If 
the mind lives after death, and réparation hâve not 
been made, or be impossible, the hell must continue 
for ever and ever ; and if the mind becomes more 
highly enlightened by its deliverance from the clogs 
of flesh, as some believe, then it must foUow that the 
anguish of repentance is correspondingly increased 
in the other world. But it is not necessary to pur-? 
sue the theory beyond the grave, for sinners find a 
good deal of hell in this life. The transgressor 
makes his own hell just as surely as effect follows 
cause. To illustrate my meaning, I will call your 
attention to a man, whom some of you know, who 
suddenly grew very rich while holding certain close 
relations with the corrupt reign of Tweed, in the 
city and state of New York. He now goes robed in 
purple and fine linen, and fares sumptuously every 
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day ; but he is despised and execrated by every one 
wlio understands bis history, and he f iilly realizes îi 
His own blood relatives feel disgraced by tbe rela- 
tionship, and even the obsequious créatures who 
play thesycophant about him for portions of his ill- 
gotten gold^ sneer and crack their jokes at his ex- 
pense whenever his back is turned. I believe he is 
as much in hell to-day as is possible in this world, 
and this is because. he is pénitent. I believe he is 
so truly pénitent, so terribly misérable, that, if he 
had sufficient courage, he would publicly coiafess his 
sin, and endeavor to make réparation ; but this state 
of mind only adds fuel to«tlie fiâmes of his torment. 
Every dollar of his unlawfuUy-acquired wealth raises 
its separate blister upon his sensitive conscience. Ho 
is reaping the legitimate fruit of his conduct, and no 
one within the sound of my voiçe would be willing 
to bear his burden for ail of his wealth. I believe 
this man has already been punished so severely in 
this life that, if he dared make the confession, he 
would exclaim to the world, in the language of Car- 
dinal Wolsey, " Corruption wins not more than hon- 
esty." And I also believe he would concur in the 
ad vice given by the same pénitent cardinal to his 
friend CromwoU : " Let ail the ends thou aim'st at 
be thy country's, thy God's, and Truth's ; then if 
thou fallest, O Cromwell, thou fallest a blessed mar- 
tyr." Let us draw an instructive lesson from this 
man's corrupt career and bitter end. Let us not 
covet his corruptly-won riches, nor untruly conçeive 
him to be happy in his gilded équipage ; but on the 
contrary, let us remember the internai and eternal 
anguish witli whicli his soûl is being consumed ; and 
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tlien we shall shnn him and the wicked path he bas 
foUowed as we would sliun pestilence. Let us con- 
stantlj applj to him in our thonghts the sentiment 
that, " living, he has forfeited fair renown, and that, 
doubly dying, he will go down to the vile dust from 
which he sprung, unwept, unhonored, and nnsxing.'* 
In this waj we can create a sort of artificial hell 
which will hâve as wholesome an influence on the 
conduct of men as the orthodox One. 

I hâve made a rather lame effort to explain mj 
theory in as few words as possible. Nobody is 
obliged to accept it or believe it. I cannot swear 
that my theory is correct (though I believe it is), but 
I feel certain that a belief in it, and practice accord- 
ingly, will tend to make men better in this world, 
while it can in no way interfère with salvation àc- 
cording to the orthodox plan. 

I now turn to the subject which I hâve had in 
mind to talk about to-day. At quite an early date in 
my adult life, I began to search for some short and 
simple rule of conduct which should be as nearly in- 
fallible as possible, and applicable at once to ail the 
relations and conditions of life. Ail the short rules 
that hâve ever been formulated for that purpose, so 
far as I was able to find them, seemed to me to be more 
or less defective. Some twenty-five hundred years ago 
Confucius (whom Christians call a heathen) laid 
down this rule, in substance : " That which you 
would not hâve another do to you, do ye not the 
same to Ixim." Some five or six Ixundred years 
later. Christ introduced what isknown as the Golden 
Bule, as foUows : " AU things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." 
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I haye heard a Christian minister argne in tke pnlpit 
that Christ's rule was mnch the better of the two ; 
but I confess that I cannot see it so. Both rules 
are most excellent so far as they go ; but either, 
taken alone, I think, falls far short of perfection as a 
guide to be relied upon under ail circumstances. A 
man cannot go far wrong if he foUows with care and 
in the proper spirit the rule of Confucius ; but there 
are many good acts which go to make up a noble life 
which are not enjoined by it. On the other hand, if 
we should foUow Christ's rule strictly and exclusively, 
we might do many things wrong without violating 
the rule. Beduced down to cold logic, the Golden 
Eule amounts to about this : If I wish a man to give 
me a thousand dollars,! must first give him an.equal 
sum. If he happens to be the right kind of man, 
be will then return the compliment by giving me a 
thousand dollars, or its équivalent, so that I will be 
exactly even, and gain nothing by the opération. 
Such a performance would be foUy. But if the man 
should happen to be one of the wrong kind, he would 
keep my gift without rendering any équivalent, in 
which case I would be ju^t so much out of pocket. 
This is, of course, an extrême and cold view. It may 
be said that we ought to do as we would be done by 
without thought of any return ; but the rule has not 
been much practiced in that way within my observa- 
tion. 

I should, perhaps, when speaking of the rule of 
Confucius, hâve mentioned the most glaring defect 
in it. Without multiplying instances, I will simply 
say that I would be permitted by that rule to make 
a man drunk, if I would be willing to hâve him do 
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the same to me. So it may be said also of the Golden 
Bule, that if I am particularly désirons of having a 
man make me drnnk, the mie commands me to fîrst 
znake him drnnk. In short, both of thèse mies seek 
to control the acts of men, not as questions of right 
or wrong, but whoUy according to the selfish wiBhes 
or feelings of the actors. 

• After much study and reflection, I finally adopted 
a rnle which has been my daily and hourly compan- 
ion and guide for many years, under ail circumstanees 
and conditions. It is this : " Every act or word that 
will resuit in injury to anybody, is wrong, and is 
prohibited. No other act or word is prohibited." 
After using this rule <5onstantly for some time, I be- 
gan to call it my try-square from the similarity, in the 
manner of its use, to the little implement called by 
that name used by carpenters and some other me- 
chanics to détermine whether their work is square 
and correct. Whenever I hâve any doubt about the 
propriety of any act or word which I would like to 
do or say, I just clap on my try- square in ail the dif- 
férent places where there is any doubt, and if I find 
that any one will be likely to be injured in person, 
property, réputation, or feelings,! refrain from doing 
the act or speaking the word. There are very many 
acts which one may do or not do without injury to 
anybody, in either case, and ail such acts one may do 
or not do, at his pleasure. There are also many acts 
of charity and generosity which one may do or not 
at pleasure ; but in référencé to such things, my ex- 
périence instructs me that more pleasure is derived 
from the doing than the not doing, both in the doer 
and the doee, provided always, as the lawyers say, 
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that the doer does not injure himself by hîfl gener- 
osity ; for in applying the try-square, one must be as 
inindful of kimself as be is of otbers ; but be should 
be careful tbat selfisbness does not play too impor- 
tant a part in determining bis action. If tbis rule is 
fairly and bonestly applied, witb tbe aid of a well- 
trained conscience, I tbink it will never lead anybody 
very far astray. 

Some of my acqnaintances, "wbo bave beard me 
speak of my try-square, bave discussed tbe question 
witb me, and bave presented tbe matter in a good 
many diflferent ligbts. One asked me not long ago 
bow tbe try-square rule would bave worked in tbe 
case of tbe man wbo fell among tbieves, mentioned 
in tbe New Testament. I answer tbat tbe try-square 
would bave compelled me to do just as tbe good 
Samaritan did. If I bad been in bis place (or of tbe 
priest or tbe Lévite who passed by oii tbe otber 
side), and if I could bave bad any doubt about my 
duty towards tbe suflFering man, I would bave 
brougbt my try-square into réquisition, and would 
bave said to myself somewbat in tbis wise : " Tbere 
lies a fellow-mortal who bas met with misfortune. 
I am wbere I can help bim without injury to myself. 
If I leave bim wbere be is, my act in leaving bim will 
cause bim still greater suffering, and may cause bis 
deatb. My duty, then, plainly is to dress bis wounds, 
take bim to an inn, and to leave with bim sometbing 
more than two pence." But in a case like tbat, a 
man who bas any of the milk of buman kindness in 
bis breast will not need tbe try-square to tell bim 
what be ougbt to do. Tbere is a grand satisfaction 
tbat one always feels in tbe doing of gênerons deeds. 
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and tbat satisfied feeling lives foreyer, and affords 
continuai recompense for whatever sacfrifice ône lias 
made. That kind of compensation undonbtedljwas 
the reward received hj the Samaritan for bis kind- 
ness. And ob, bow mean, bow contemptible, bow 
deyoid of ail self-respect must tbe priest and Lerite 
bave felt in tbeir own minds as long as tbey lived, 
wbenever tbey tbougbt of tbe poor, unf ortnnate man 
wbom, in tbeir selfisbness, tbey bad left to suffer 
and to die I 

A man once asked me bow tbe try-square wonld 
work in tbe case of a man wbo commits adultery 
"witbout bis wife's knowing or ever bearing of it ; and 
be quoted Sbakspere as saying, in référence to siicb 
cases, tbat a person wbo is robbed and don't know it 
is not robbed at ail. I answer tbat tbe knowledge, 
or want of it, on tbe part of tbe injured person makes 
no différence wbatever in tbe quality of the act A 
clerk may filcb money from the till of bis employer, 
and the employer may never realize it, but be is 
wronged to tbe same extent as thougb bè knew it, 
and the clerk is ail the same a thief. But tbe case 
of adultery is somewhat différent. God bas planted 
in the buman mind tbat feeling or sentiment whicb 
requires absolute purity and fidelity in both partners 
to a true marriage ; and, in regard to the question 
we are now speaking of, it does not matter wbetber 
the marriage is a natural or a légal one, for we some- 
times see a couple as thoroughly and truly married 
by a union of love, witbout tbe légal tie, as thougb 
ail the légal forms bad been administered. No truly 
married person could ever consent to allow bis part- 
ner to commit adultery, not even if it could be dono 
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Without liis knowledge ; and, therefore, if such truly 
married person, when tempted to commit the offense, 
Would pause and apply his try-square, and ask him- 
self whether lie would be willing to hâve his absent 
partner commit a similar act, and then himself do as 
he would wish his partner to do under similar circum- 
stances, no adulterj would be committed. The same 
reasoning will apply to unmarried persons, for no one 
of pure instincts would willingly and knowingly take 
for husband or wife a person who had previously 
been deûled. 

I was once condemning gambling in the présence 
of a man who had heard me speak of my try-square, 
and he took me up quite sharply, and stoutly argued 
that gambling could not be condemned by the try- 
square rule. He maintained that if several men of 
ample fortunes should play for small stakes it could 
do no harm to any one. I frankly confess that if 
they would always confine themselves to very small 
stakes, and would be careful to do their playing 
strictly in private so as not to set an example for 
others, and would not spend time in that way that 
could be better employed in other pursuits, no very 
great amouut of harm would be likely to flow from 
it. But we ail know that men who gamble do not, 
and tviU not, confine themselves to small stakes. We 
know that they soon get bold, and do their gambling 
in places more or less publie, where their example is 
contagions. We know also that the habit is apt to 
grow upon them until they finally spend very much 
of their time in some sort of gambling, to the détri- 
ment alike of themselves and those dépendent upon 
them. Sooner or later gamblers will "pVoj Vox ^\»^'^'ek 
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large enongh to ruîn them in case of loss, no matier 
how large theîr fortunes may be. We know, too, 
tliat thonsands, having families tbat need every cent 
of their money and every minute of their time, spend 
their time and money in gambling, thereby causing 
great suffering to tbeir families. We should also 
remember that gambling frequently leads those wbo 
engage in it into the habit of using întoxicatipg 
liquors to excess, and that the two vices together 
cause thousands and millions of innocent people to 
be dragged down in misery and wretchedness to the 
grave. The good example of men of large means and 
ample leisure would hâve great influence in check- 
ing thèse and ail other vices, while the bad example 
of such men would, of course, hâve a contrary effect. 
The try-square prohibits a bad example just as posi- 
tively and certainly as it does any other improper 
act. Therefore, taking ail thèse reasons into con- 
sidération (and still other reasons might be men- 
tioned), I warn ail men never to gamble, even for the 
smallest stake. 

A similar examination and application of the try- 
square will condemn the use of intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage, even in the slightest degree. For 
more than twenty years I hâve not tasted any kind 
of intoxicating beverage — not because I was afraid 
of becoming a drunkard, but because I knew that 
countless millions had been ruined by its use, and I 
was prohibited by the try-square from setting an 
example which might be a stumbling-block to my 
fellow-men. 

I was considerably puzzled at one time with the 
fact that the try-square seemed, under certain cir- 



THE TBY-SQUABE APPLIED. 75 

camstiEknces, to justify lying and déception. I stndied 
over this a good deal, because I supposed it must be 
â defect in the rule, for I had always been tatlght 
that lying and déception could never be justified or 
made proper in any emergency whatever, though 
they might sometimes he/orgiven when employed to 
prevent the perpétration of some greater wrong. At 
last I divided lying and déception into two classes : 
(1 ) those which can injure nobody, but may even be 
a positive benefit ; ( 2 ) those which will injure some- 
body. The first class is not condemned by the try- 
square, and I hold that that class may be employed 
without doing wrong in ail cases where necessity 
seems to require it; but the second class is most 
emphatically condemned by the try-square, and 
should never be resorted to under any circumstances 
whatever. I know some of the very best Christian 
people who occasionally employ the first class of lies 
and déception, but they always seem to think they 
hâve done something wrong for which they must ask 
God's forgiveness. I contend that such acts are not 
wrong. To illustrate this a little, suppose a busy- 
body should ask me what I intend to hâve for dinner 
to-day, and suppose further that I am expecting to 
hâve a sort of picked-up dinner that I can't take 
inuch pride in. Now, hère I hâve three ways of 
getting along with the troublesome question : (1)1 
can tell the truth, which will be humiliating to me ; 
(2)1 can tell him that it is none of his business, 
which will be humiliating to him, and may hurt his 
feelings even beyond mère humiliation ; ( 3 ) I can 
lie to him, and say that I expect to dine on roast 
turkej, which wiJI neither humiliate noi \\ï\ut:^ ^\NJûfôt: 



^ ii^^^iam^^ÉLià.: 
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of ns, or anybodj else. The try-sqnare points eut 
the third waj as the least objectionable, nnless the 
case is one where a good snubbing wonld be a posi- 
tive benefit to the busy-body, and if so, the second 
waj might be employed to advantage. Again, it is 
said that women sometimes lie and deceive "with 
référence to their âges. When this can be done 
without injury to any one, there is no wrong in it ; 
but if a woman is sought in marriage, it will be just 
as wrong for her to lie to, or deceive, her intended - 
husband as to her âge as it wonld be to steal his 
money. One more illustration. You awake in the 
night and hear burglars in the house. You haye no 
weapon, but you grasp a candlestick as if it were a 
pistol, and threatening to shoot the burglars, you 
thus drive them from the house. You hâve done the 
burglars no wrong, but, on the contrary, you hâve 
done yourself a great good ; yet* I hâve heard men 
gravely argue that such action on your part would 
be a sin for which you would be compelled to answer 
to God. I deny it, and contend that if you fail to 
employ such means when they are within reach, you 
would be guilty of a sin for which you would be 
likely to answer on the spot. 

Men who make a business of detecting crime 
habitually practice lying and déception in their voca- 
tion, and for that reason their calling has been 
looked down upon as disreputable by many good 
people ; but their practice is commended by the try^ 
square as right and proper, and I maintain that their 
profession is as honorable a one as any other. 

I shall probably hâve occasion to speak further in 
référence to the try-square hereafter, but I hâve now 
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reached the limit of time prescribed for this talk, 
and must therefore stop short where I am, with only 
an additional word of advice. Lying and déception 
should be resorted to with iihe utmost caution. Few 
cases will be found, in actual practice, where truth 
will not serve better than falsehood. If you fre- 
quently lie, or deceive, when necessity does not clearly 
require it, you will soon gain a réputation for unreli- 
ability among your acquaintances, which will be a 
positive injury to yourself, and will thus prove that 
you hâve violated the try-square rule. 

In compliance with the request of several persons, 
it has been decided to hold the regular Sunday 
meetings at 3 o'clock in the afternoon until further 
notice. One of the persons making this request is 
Gusfcavus Nash. He wants to attend our meetings, 
but he says, in his rough way, that, in hîs great 
hurry to get ready in time, he cuts his face and tears 
his undergarments, ànd finally reaches hère in no . 
proper frame of mind to enjoy, or get most advan- 
tage ont of the meeting. 

After to-day the Sunday-school will coïnmence at 
10 : 30, and end at 12 : 30. 

Mr. Gibson will speak in this place this evening 
at 7 : 30 ; but hereafter the evening service will be 
discontinued as a regular thing, though we hope to 
occasionally hâve something produced for our in- 
struction on that evening, and whenever we do, 
timely notice will be given. 

At the close of the singing, the audience will con-» 
sider themselves dismissed, with the prayer of theit 
pastor that every one will give the try-square a fair 
and honest trial. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

A FUNERAIi — ^WHAT IS DEATH? — BY-LAWS OF THE NEW 
CHUBGH — ^THE PABSON's WEAKNESS. 

Eep. The Sunday evenîng meeting was fairly well 
attended, notwithstanding rain and mnd. Mr. Gib- 
son began by saying that the way to beat the law- 
yers was to do exactly contrary to thé way most 
people attempt to do it — that is, they should go to 
the lawyer hefore they got into trouble instead of 
afterwards. The old saying that "a stitch in time 
saves nine " is just as true when applied to business 
transactions- as it is in domestic aflfairs. He had 
known instances where from two to five dollars paid 
to a good lawyer for advice before closing a bargain 
would hâve saved thousands of dollars and years of 
litigation and anxiety. He said that, if the publie 
interest should warrant ifc, he întended to give a 
séries of lectures on human law, commen oing as near 
its inception as possible, and briefly showing its ob- 
jects and development, and finally coming down to 
particular laws which ail need to understand for the 
proper régulation of theîr daily conduct. 

The social meeting Tuesday night passed oflf very 
pleasantly in about the same manner as the first one 
previously described. 

Wednesday of this week an old gentleman, father 
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of one of the members of the church, was to be 
burîed, and XJncle Job was called upon to conduct 
the funeral obsequies. Before consenting to do so, 
he made careful inquiry to find whether ail the mem- 
bers of tlie family of the deceased had joined in 
choosing him, and found that several members would 
hâve preferred to hâve tlie services conducted with 
prayer. On learning this, he at once advised a com- 
promise by the calling in of some praying man to 
assist, so that ail might be satisfied so far as pos- 
sible. This was finally agreed to, but then it was 
found that none of the regular salaried ministers of 
orthodox dénominations would join with Mr. Sawyer 
în thetîeremonies. TJncle Job then offered to withdraw 
entirely, saying that he thought more harm would 
come from having an unpleasantness over a corpse 
than would foUow a yielding on one side or the other. 
He said he had great respect for the feelings of those 
who conscientiously believed in the efficacy of prayer, 
and he would be very unwilling to do anything to 
wound the feelings of such persons, unless a princi- 
ple should be involved, and in that event feelings 
would hâve to be disregarded. His friends said 
they were as conscientious as those who believed in 
prayer, and they refused to consent to his proposed 
withdrawal. At lengfch an old Methodist clergyman, 
living in the place, named Sholes, who had not fol- 
io wed his profession for several years, was applied to, 
and he readily consented, saying that he did not see 
how he could serve God to better advantage than in 
the way requested. In a preliminary conférence be- 
tween TJncle Job and Elder Sholes, it was agreed 
that the elder should proceed with the ordinary ser- 
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vices in his own way down to the point wliere some 
sort of preaching is nsually introduced, when Unclo 
Job was to make such remarks or disconrse as he 
thought proper, after which the elder was to foUow 
with furtlier remarks, if he desired, and close the 
exercises in his own way. This plan was carried 
ont, and at the proper time, Uncle Job, with great dig- 
nity and solemnity, occupied about twenty-five min- 
utes in remarks of his own, winding np by reading 
the whole of Gray's " Elegy." In the coorse of his 
talk he said : 

Sawyek. No words or ceremony of ours- can in any 
manner aflfect the dead — neither the part that bas 
flown, nor the part that we are abont to retum to 
its original dust — but it is proper that we embrace 
occasions like this to draw from them useful lessons 
for the living. If I knew of any grave faults in the 
character or conduct of the deceased, I should feel 
it my duty at this time to point them out, and to en- 
deavor to give such warning and instruction to the 
living as would cause them to correct any similar 
imperfections in themselves. But, happily, after a 
long and intimate acquaintance with the departed 
one, I am glad to say that I never found any evil in 
him. He never made what is ordinarily called a 
profession of religion, yet he was one of the most 
faithful servants of God that I ever knew, and the 
high esteem in which he was held by ail of his ac- 
quaintances and the fair famé which he enjoyed 
among those who only knew him by hearsay gave 
him a fair measure of reward, even in his life-time, 
for his goodness. That is one of God's ways of re* 
warding his good servants. "Why can not, why w%H 
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not, ail mankind lead as proper lÎTes as the one that 
bas so recently gone out ? If they would (and they 
could if they would), ail prisons, ail court-liouses — 
in short, ail the machinery of human government — 
could be entirely done away with. Let us résolve 
hère and now, in the solemn présence of the dead, 
that we will hencef orth do ail that in us lies to bring 
about such a happy state of things. 

Socrates said, " No man knows what death is, yet 
men fear it as if they knew it to be the worst of ail 
evils;" and now, after more than two thousand 
years o£ strife, persécution, tçrture, burnings at the 
stake, and crucifixions, over that and kindred ques- 
tions, we know no more what death is, nor its mean- 
ing, than was known in the days of Socrates. We 
are hère to-day in the présence of an impénétrable 
and awful mystery ; and although we know that no 
prayer of ours can lift the vail, yet each of us is si- 
lently askîng himself, " What is death ?" But, after 
ail, death is no more a mystery than life. Whence 
and what is that subtle and potent principle which 
gathers, organizes, and holds together, for a brief 
space, particles of cold, dead matter, and constitutes 
them a living being? Whencesoeyer and whatsoever 
the principle is, we haye named it life. When this 
principle is présent, we say the body is alive. When 
it is absent, we say the body is dead. Life is posi- 
tive ; death is négative. Life is something ; death 
is nothing. Is not life a very high form of Force — 
somewhat lîke heat,though hipher? We seeaglow- 
ing iron and we say the iron is hot ; but at length 
the glow ceases, and then we say the iron îs cold* 
Heat is positive ; cold is négative. Heat is some- 
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thing ; cold is nothing. The beat does not die, but 
it becomes diffused and changed into other forma of 
Force. May it not be so also with life ? The matter 
which composes the bodywe knowto be indestructi- 
ble, althongh it dissolves and readily changes its 
form. So, too, the principle that gave it motion (the 
life principle) is also indestructible, ând will live 
fore ver. But the serions question for us is, Does 
this principle — life, mind, soûl, spirit, or whatever 
name we choose to call it by — does it retain its iden- 
tity after it leaves the body, or is it dissolved and 
diffused and changed into other forms, like beat, or 
like the dust of the body? This question can not 
now be answered ; but we do know what is, perhaps, 
snfficient for our présent need — that death is just as 
natural — ^just as much ordained of God — as life ; and 
consequently it should be no more f eared nor dreaded 
than life : that is, when the faculties of mind and 
body hâve become ripe for death. God has so made 
us that while the body and mind are vigorous and 
healthy, we tenaciously cling to life ; but when the 
faculties hâve become worn ont, or otherwise im- 
paired, we easily become reconciled to die. This 
was eminently so with my late friend, whose lifeless 
body now reposes in our midst. At seventy years of 
âge he could not believe that he could ever be willing 
to die ; but at eighty-eight he was even anxious for 
the final change. He was fuUy ripened for the har- 
vest, and his démise is no more a proper subject for 
regret than the cutting of the bending» grain when 
ready for the sickle. 

Bep. At the Friday evening business meeting sev- 
eral new members were admitted into the church. 
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but tlie most important business done was the adop- 
tion of a constitution and by-laws for the future gov- 
emment of the church. As they are short, I give 
them hère entire : 

CONSTITUTION. 

Namb. The name of this organization is " The Church of Frac- 
tical Religion." 

Objsct. The aim and object of this Church is to teach mankind 
ail things essential for their proper guidance and happiness in this 
life, which is deemed to be the true service of Qod. 

MxMBBBSHn». Ail persons wbo bave been accepted as members 
of this Church prior to the adoption of tbis constitution shall be 
deemed charter members. Ail others hereaf ter accepted shall bave 
equal rights with the charter members by subscribing this consti- 
tution and the by-laws duly made under the same. 

The only creed established by this Church is the rule known as 
the Tty-Square, and is deûned as follows : **Every act or word 
ihat will resuit in injuryto anybody is wrong and is prohibited. 
No other act or word is prohibited." No person who does not, in 
good faith, believe in this rule, and practice in accordance there- 
with, shall be accepted as a member of this Church; and ail mem- 
bers who wilfully violate this rule, or the law of the land, shall be 
exi)elled. Persons who bave led lives of crime or shame, or who 
bave made bad sUps backward in a gênerai course of good conduct, 
may, after reformation, be admilted înto f ull membership ; but each 
of thèse shall bave a little cross ûxed against bis name where it is 
subscribed to this constitution — said cross to be in either red or 
green ink, as may be decided by a vote of the Church at a business 
meeting ; the red cross to designate those who bave been the hard- 
est cases, and the green cross to designate the milder cases.* 

Gk>yBBNMENT. The govemment of this Church shall be repub- 
lican in form and in fact. One half of ail members in good stand- 
ing residing within flve miles of the place where the regular meet- 



• This idea of the crosses was Uncle Job's. He said everybody, 
and especially the young, should be taught that sin will always 
leave an indelible stain.— Hep. 
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ings are held shall be necessarj to constitate , a quorum to do 
business. A majority of the members présent at any business 
meeting may make any by-law, or pass any resolution or régula- 
tion by them deemed necessary or proper, within the gênerai scope 
and object of the Church, except to accept new members, or to 
ezpela member. No new member shall be accepted, nor any 
mcmber ezpelled, without a three-fourths vote of ail members 
présent at any meeting. 

No member shall be expelled without an impartial trial and an 
opportunity to défend himself . 

By-Laws. Immediately after the adoption of this constitution, 
such by-laws shall be framed and enacted in accordance therewith 
as shall be deemed suitâble and necessary to carry this constitution 
into effective opération, and the same may be amended, or added 
to, from time to time, as occasion may require. 

Ambndmbnts. This constitution may be amended in any respect 
désire d by a two-thirds vote of ail the members présent and having 
a right to vote at any business meeting, but before any proposed 
amendment shall be declared adopted, it shall hâve been publicly 
read, and a motion for its adoption made, in a regular business 
meeting, and sUch motion shall lie over at least one week before 
final action shall be taken thereon. 

BY-LAWS. 

Business Meetings. Hegular business meetings of this Ghurch 
shall be held on the ôrst Friday in the months of January, April, 
July, and October, at 7:80 p.m., at such place as may be provided 
for the purpose by the executive committee. Regular business 
meetings may also be specially called by the executive committee' 
whenever in their judgment the exigency requires it, by giving 
three days* writtenor printed notice thereof through the {xwt-offlce 
to ail members entitled to vote at euch meeting. 

CoMMrrTEEs. Immediately after the adoption of this constitution 
and thèse by-laws, the following. standing x;ommittees shall be . 
elected for one year, and until their successors shall be duly chosen 
in like manner. 

(1) A committee of three on applications for membership, whose 
duty it shall be to make searching inquiry, and to report in writing 
their conclusion, as to the fitness of any and ail applicants for 
membership. 
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(2) An execative committee of fiye, which shall include the 
acting pastor, whose dnij it shall be to look after the gênerai in- 
terest and management of the Church when business meetings are 
^ot in session and can not be conveniently called, and to do such 
other business connected with the Church govemment as may, 
from time to time, be directed by any busiaess meeting of the 
Church. 

(3) A committee of flye, of whom the acting pastor shall not 
be one, whose duty it shall be to sit as often as may be necessary 
and hear ail charges of improper conduct against any member, and 
the défense of aaid member. The committee shall give the de- 
fendant reasonable notice in writing of the time and place of the 
trial, together with a copy of the charges and spécifications against 
him, and shall hear and record ail évidence offered, pro and ean^ 
not manifestly impertinent, and shall report the évidence, taken by 
them and their conclusions thereon to the next regular business 
meeting of the Church after the termination of the hearing before 
them, but f urther time for makiDg such report may be granted by 
said meeting for good cause shown. 

(4) A committee of one, to be called the prosecutor, whose duty 
it shall be to conduct the prosecution of every member against 
whom charges are made, at every step, from beginning to end, in- 
duding a proper draf t of the charges and spécifications. 

Pboobedinos for Expulsion. On the final report of the commit- 
tee recommending the expulsion of a member, the committee shall 
read before the meeting only such portions of the évidence as may 
be required by the prosecutor, or by the défendant, or by a mem- 
ber of the meeting, and after the reading of ail the évidence re- 
quired by any party or member, as well as the conclusions of the 
committee, the prosecutor and the défendant shall hâve the right 
to argue their respective sides of the case before the meeting for 
such leogth cf time as the meeting may prescribe— the défendant 
. being allowed to speak last. The défendant may be represented 
by counsel at every stage of his défense, if he so désire. The act- 
ing pastor shall not be entitled to vote on the question of the guilt, 
expulsion, or punishment of a member; but he may, if he thinks 
proper, give the meeting his opinion as to what décision should be 
rendered, and for this purpose, he may call their attention to such 
portions of the évidence and the conclusions of the committee as 
he desires to. • 

SinmAY ExEBOiSES, &o. The présent arrangement in référence 
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to Sunday exercises, instruction, and social entertainments shall be 
continued until modiâed or dispensed with hj resolution duly 
passed at a regular business meeting of the Church. Places of 
meeting for ail purposes shall be provided by the executive corn- 
mittee. 

Additional By-Laws. Every resolution of a permanent nature 
hereafter duly passed by a regular business meeting shall betacked 
to thèse by-laws and become a part thereof . 

Eep. It will be remembered that at the outset of 
Uncle Job's undertaking, Parson Brownwell had 
promised hîm his good will and assistance in every 
effort to do good. Notwithstanding that, however, 
the parson had seemed to shun him ever since. 
Uncle Job had seen the parson on the street on 
Beveral occasions, and had tried to get a chance to 
speak with him ; but the parson always appeared to 
hâve very important business in the opposite direc- 
tion, and so they had never had a word of conversa- 
tion since the one related in the first chapter, nntil 
Saturday morning of this week, when they happened 
to meet face to face, before either was aware of it, in 
turning the corner of a block in opposite directions. 
The f oUowing conversation then occurred : 

Sawyer {extending his Tiand and smUing). Good 
morning, Brother Brownwell, I am very glad to meet 
you. 

Parson (taking Unde Job's hand, with very serioùs 
face). Good morning, Mr. Sawyer. Tou will haye 
to excuse me from much talk just now, for I am in a 
very great hurry. 

Sawyer (stiU smiling). I hâve observed that you 
hâve always been in a great hurry every time I hâve 
seen you since our first conversation. What does it 
mean ? Don't you mean to keep your pledge, then 
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made, to do ail you could to help me in every good 
work? . 

Parson (stiU serions), I am not yet convinced 
that your work is good. 

Sawyer (rvow serions). But if your will was good, 
you could, at least, liave joined with me in burying 
the dead. I was really amazed at your refusai to do 
that 

Parson. There are reasons for that whioh I am 
not at liberty to state at présent ; but I will say, 
however, that I can hardly fellowship a man who 
criticises Christ's Golden Eule, to say nothing of 
several other things you had said and done which I 
consider highly improper, if not absolutely wicked. 

Sawyeb. In my view of things. Christ was only a 
man like other men, and I can see no more reason 
why a rule made by him should be above criticism 
than why one made by you should be so. I am, 
therefore, compelled to belieye that the reasons you 
décline to give, were your real reasons. But tell me 
this in confidence, did not Badsinner and his gang 
put a veto on your free action? 

Parson {pulling away). You really must excuse 
me. I said I was in a hurry. 

Sawyer (following). One word more. Are you 
aware of the fact that ail the bad éléments in ail the 
orthodox churches in this yillage hâve formed a 
combination with the avowed purpose of overthrow- 
ing the Church of Practical Beligion in whatever 
way they can, foui or fair ? Do you know that Bad- 
sinner is the leader of this combination ? 

Parson. Please do not feel offended with me. I 
assure you that I will do you no intentional wrong, 
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and I hope a time may corne when I caù ialk with 
you frankly, and explain some things which reqtiire 
explanation, but for the présent I mnst hold my 
tongue. Good morning, sir. 

Sawteb, Good-morning. I am glad you hâve said 
even that. 

Rep. It may be briefly stated right hère that, al- 
though the combination hinted at by Uncle Job, was 
then rather guessed at than knotvn, yet it soon be- 
came well understood in certain well-informed circles 
that it was no myth. One part of their plan (which 
had been well carried out) was to bribe the three 
horse-jockeys, political tricksters, and orthodox 
church-members, who managed the three news- 
papers in Pinville, to préserve a dead silence, in 
their respective papers, in référence to Uncle Job's 
new movement Uncle Job cared nothing for ail 
this. ^ He said he expected to hâve to fight the devil 
at every step, and was ready to do so ; but he didn't 
want the devil to get behind a barricade of ortho- 
doxy, so that every blow struck at him should seem 
to be struck at orthodoxy. This was what he wanted 
to say to the parson, but the opportunity was denied 
him. 

To the parson's crédit be it said that it finally be- 
came known that, at the outset, he boldly opposed 
the combination. He told them flatly that they 
could win no victories with unholy weapons ; that, 
in the way they were proposing to go to work, 
instead of destroying the new church, they woidd be 
more likely to pull the timbers of the old ones about 
their own ears. The combination then threatened to 
prefer formai charges of licentiousness against the 
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parson îf he would not acquiesce in their _proposed 
work. He was, no doubt, entirely innocent of this 
threatened charge ; but he knew the power and the 
meanne^s of the combination, and feeling that résist- 
ance on his part would be his own utter ruin, he 
weakly gave way ; and af terwards, as Uncle Job ex- 
pressed it, " he plajed second fiddle to the devil." 



M 



I 



CHAPTEE X. 

ÏESTING THE TRY-SQUARE RULE — THE TEN COMMAND- 
3£ENTS — BADSINNER BATFLED — HISTORICAL. 

SuNDAY, 3 o'clock p.M. Benson's Hall fuU. The 
usual music discoursed. 

Sawyer. I liave received a ratlier larger number of 
communications to-day than seems désirable for one 
occasion, and I shall hâve to answer such of them as 
I can conyeniently to-day, and save over the balance 
for future considération. 

One person writes as f ollows : " I thank you a 
thousand times for your * try-square.' It helps me 
out where nothing else ever filled the bill. Several 
worthless fellows hâve been in the habit of asking 
me to lend them small sums of money which they 
never intend to pay, and which will do them no good 
if I let them hâve it. Before I heard of the try- 
square rule, I sometimes lied to thembytelling them 
that I had no money with me, or that I had no 
change ; but as I could never feel quite right in 
doing so, I more often yielded to their requests, and 
was bled by them quite freely in the course of the 
year, for I disliked to offend them by refusing. But 
now I blandly tell them that I hâve no money, and I 
feel that I am doing right instead of wrong." 
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I want to say to this friend that he should be ca,re- 
ful not to lie where the truth would serve a better 
purpose. If a lie is transparent, itisworse tlian use- , 
less, and, besides that, a little plain talk to the class 
of people he mentions will often do them more good 
than the money they ask for. A plain duty of this 
kind shonld not be shirked simply because lying is 
easier. 

I am asked, in another note, how I can justify, by 
the try-square, the killing of animais for food. I do 
not know that I can justify it, or tcisli to justify it. 
Nor do I know that it has eyer been justified under 
any rule. If it can be justified at ail, it must be done 
under the doctrine of necessity ; for necessity, you 
know, like charity, covers a multitude of sins. It is 
only upon that doctrine that lying can be defended. 
Gk)d seems to hâve endowed ail living beîngs — ani- 
mais and insects, as well as man — with the right to 
" life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." Who 
can say, with authority, that an ant, or a dog, has 
not an immortal soûl? The old saying, "Of two 
evils choose the least," seems to come the nearest of 
anything I know of to aflfording a rule to justify kill- 
ing of animais for food. By that rule it is held that 
I am justified in killing a man who attempts to kill 
me — provided I hâve no other alternative to save 
myself from great bodily harm. So, if several per- 
sons are east away in a désert, or on the sea, without 
food, and under such circumstances that ail must 
perish unless one is sacrificed and eaten by the oth- 
ers, I think the killing and eating of one or more by 
the ôthers is justifiable beyond question. But if, 
under similar circumstances, animais could be found 
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and slain and eaten instead of men, of course that 
would be the lesser evil (if evil at ail) and shoold be 
chosen. I can conceiye of a time and circumstances 
wlierein animais had so overcrowded the earth as to 
compel man to kill and eat them for his own suste- 
nance as well as in. self-defense. It may be that it 
was in this way that man acquired the taste and 
habit of flesh-eating. Quite probably, also, the prac- 
tice called cannibalism, wherever it has existed, had 
its origin in a similar way. But, as to cannibalism, 
civilized men agrée that the practioe should cease 
with the necessity. Why does not the same reason- 
ing condemn the eating of ail flesh, except in an 
emergency to save human lif e ? I conf ess I can not 
see why it does not. I am sure that very few of us 
would eat animal food if each was obliged to do his 
own killing. Let one imagine himself killing an in- 
offensive lamb for food — or, still better, let him 
actually undertake the job, and see how he feels, 

** Pleased to the last, he crops the flow'ry food, 
And licks the hand just raised to shed his blood." 

I must leave this question without a décisive an- 
swer. What I hâve said has not been intended for 
argument for or against, but only oral thinking. 
Each must foUow the dictâtes of his own conscience 
until an enlightened public sentiment shall hâve set^ 
tled the question. 

One correspondent says there are several of the 
Ten Commandments that may be broken without vio- 
lating the try-square. If that is true, then it will go 
hard with the Commandments. Such commandments 
will hâve to be abolished. Let us see how this is» 
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My friend spécifies the two commandments relating 
to idolatrj, the one forbidding the taking of God's 
name in yain, and the one enjoining the keeping of 
the Sabbath, etc. 

Let us begin with the first Commandment, " Thou 
shalt hâve no other gods before me." Every System 
of religion eyer proclaimed anywhere on earth h as 
had a similar commandment, expressed or implied ; 
but, of course, it is entitled to respect and obédience 
oïlly when it émanâtes from the true God. No one 
can fail to see that, while it might not injure or of- 
fend the true God to haye mankind set up false gods 
(either graven images or purely imagînary ones), yet 
such a thing would greatly dégrade and injure ail 
who participated in it, and it would be extremely 
wicked to knowingly instruct the young and ignorant 
that the false gods are other thanwhat they are. So 
we find that the try-square, whicli condemns every- 
thing wrong, is not in conflict with the first and sec- 
ond of the Ten Commandments. 

As to the taking of God's name in vain, there may 
be différences of opinion as to the nature and degree 
of that offense. For my own part, while I condemn 
the practice, yet I do not believe it injures, offends, 
or affects God any more than it would to shoot a po- 
tato popgun into the air. I hâve known men, while 
in a whirlwind of righteous wrath, to use God's 
name, by way of emphasis, with treçiendous effect ; 
and in such cases, where the occasion seemed to re- 
quire extraordinary strength of expression, I hâve 
not been able to condemn it, but rather to approve it. 
It did not seem profane under such circumstances ; 
nor did the name appear to hâve been used in vaîiu 
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In my opinion, Washington's swearing at Lee at 
Monmouth (which some historians hâve tried to 
cover up) was not wicked or profane, but^'cm*. But, 
on the other hand, we hâve ail known pèrsons who 
make use of God's name at the beginning, in the 
middle, and at the end of every short sentence they 
utter. This is offensive to every ear that hears it; 
and, besides, I regard it as a very vulgar habit — a 
great blemish in the possessor of it. Such use of 
strong language in ordinary affairs, instead of adding 
emphasis, detracts from the force, dignity, grâce, and 
lucidity of speech. We see, then, that the try-square, 
sa far as essentials are concerned, tallies with the 
third Commandment. 

How are we required to keep the Sabbath? I 
think any use of that day that will not violate the 
try-sqùare will be a proper use of it. It must be re- 
membered that the Gommandments, like ail the rest 
of the Bible, were made by men. They thought 
they had discovered certain truths, and their saying 
that God said so and so was only an emphatic form 
of saying that the things were true ; for ail truth is 
God's truth. It had probably been discovered by 
expérience, long before the âge of Moses, that an 
occasional day of rest from one's daily avocation was 
needed to recuperate the System for another season 
of toil. The legend existed that God had labored 
six days in creating the universe, and had rested the 
seventh. Doubtless it was in analogy with this 
legend that one day in seven was set apart for man's 
récréation, and such use of the day for thousands. of 
years has satisfied mankind that it is proper and 
needful, and has proved the wisdom of those ancient 
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law-makers who ordaîned it. But we ought to be 
sure that we make no mistake as to the proper man- 
ner of observing the day. Tiii* gist of the command- 
ment is that we rest from ail labor, and this is not 
intended as a religions rite, but for our physical 
health and re-invigoration. That part of the com- 
mandment which says, " Bemember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy," means simply to remember and keep 
it saored as a day of rest and récréation. There is 
nothing in the commandment, nor anywhere in the 
Bible, which requires us to go to church on that day, 
or to read the Bible, or to maintain a studied solem- 
nity, or to do any one of the hundred other things 
that some really good people deem essential to a 
proper observance of the day. As I just said, the 
essence of the command is that we sacredly dévote 
the day to rest from our regular pursuits, and to the 
gaining of strength for new labor. But this doesnot 
imply that ail of us must do precisely alike on Sun- 
day (for Sunday has now corne to be universally 
recognized as the Sabbath). We are to rest, to re- 
cuperate, to recreate, and thus prépare ourselves for 
renewed exertion at our usual occupations. A mo- 
ments reflection will satisfy anybody that what 
woidd be rest for one person might be the very oppo- 
site of rest to another. For instance, a f armer who 
has taxed every muscle of his body to the utmost for 
six days, will naturally désire to lounge about on the 
Sabbath, and read, and possibly do some writing, 
and visit with his f riends ; while, on the other hand, 
a lawyer who has passed the week sitting in his 
office, reading, writing, and studying, and has had 
far too little time to get necessary physical exercise». 
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will feel it to be a great pnnishment to be compelled 
to continue in a similar course during the Sabbatb. 
It would be rest to him to go into the field and 
spend at least a portion of the Sabbath as the farmer 
spent his six days. Now, it is the province of the 
try-square to so regulate the conduct of thèse two 
men that neither of them shall be injured, but rather 
that both shall be benefited by the command to rest 
on the seventh day. When the fourth command- 
ment is properly understood, it will not be found in 
conflict withthe try-square. In short, the try-square 
is a sort of latter-day labor-saver, readily supplying 
the place of hundreds of spécial rules and command* 
ments. 

Rep. At this juncture, three or four sharp cries of 
" Fire !" in différent parts of the room foUowed one 
another in quick succession, and in one minute the 
hall was cleared, with the exception of TJncle Job 
and some fifteen or twenty other men too cool to be 
driven into a panic. It was a false alarm, and Uncle 
Job would hâve been furious had it not been for that 
superb self-command which made him greater than 
he who taketh a city. Three ladies were severely 
injured in the panic, and had to be assisted to their 
homes. In the course of ten minutes about two- 
thirds of the audience had returned to the hall, and 
order being restored — 

Sawyeb. I am sublimely confident that this dis- 
turbance was produced by a damnable conspiracy, 
instigated by the devil and executed by his imps, for 
the purpose not only of disturbing our meeting, but 
of breakirig down and destroying our Church. If the 
person who started the alarm of fire hère will tell 



BâBSINNEB ICULOTED. 97 

who Lired kim to do it, and swear to it in court whon 
required, I will give kim one kundred dollars and 
promise not to prosecnte kim for kis offense. 

Rep. Tke sequel may as wcll be told rigkt kere. 
Before nigkt, tke same day, tkree men came forward 
separately, and stated tkat tkey kad made tke cry 
of fire, tkat tkey kad been employed to do so by 
Mr. Badsinner, and eack claimed tke kundred dol- 
lars. Uncle Job told tkem to keep quiet for tke 
présent, and tkat tke reward could not be paid until 
tkeir testimony kad been given in court. Mr. Bad- 
sinner soon léarned tkat ke kad been exposed, and 
began boasting among kis associâtes tkat tke only 
law tkat could corne anywkere near reacking kim 
was tke one against disturbing reUgious meetings, 
and tkat tkere was no magistrate in tke county, ex- 
cepting Uncle Job (and ke was disqualified on ac- 
count of kis interest), wko would kold tkat tke 
assembly disturbed was a religions meeting. Before 
tkis boasting kad gone on many days, tke tkree 
ladies wko kad been injured commenced suits against 
kim, by George B. Gibson, tkeir attorney, claiming 
five tkousand dollars damage in eack case. Tkis 
proceeding decidedly turned tke joke to tke otker 
side, altkougk Mr. Badsinner continued to boast and 
bluster for several weeks ; but at lengtk, as tke time 
for trial approacked, some of kis friends (probably 
kis co-conspirators) came around and wanted to 
kusk tke matter up by some sort of compromise, and 
finally tkey were allowed to effect a settlement by 
paying eigkt kundred dollars to one plaintiff, five 
kundred to anotker, and tkree kundred to tke tkird. 
Since tken Uncle Job's meetings kave not been dis- 
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turbed by false alârms of fire, and the combination 
hâve been quite cautions abont treading on danger- 
ous ground. Several other annoyances, like pntting 
pepper on the stove, were attempted from time to 
time, but without much effect. It should be added 
that a large majority of the respectable portion of 
the orthodox churches heartily disapprovedandcon* 
demned the dishonorable course of the conspirators. 
Several members of the orthodox churches actually 
made application for membership in the new church 
who probably would not hâve done so had ît not 
been for the villainous conduct of the combination. 
One of them said he thought Uncle Job's church 
must be a good thing, because Badsinner and his 
gang were so dreadfuUy down on it, for he never 
knew them to oppose anything bad. 

The fuU reward of one hundred dollars was paid 
to each of the hirelings who confessed. This was 
not done because it was believed they were legally 
entitled to so much, but because it was deemed best 
to deal liberally with them, thus setting an example 
which might assist in procuring other confessions in 
the future. The whole amount was paid by the 
three ladies who had recovered damages, as they 
would not allow TJncle Job to pay anything. 

Sawyer (œntinuing). I had marked some pas- 
sages of English history, which I intended to read hère 
to-day, interlarded with such remarks of my own as 
should seem to be appropriate at the time ; but since 
the audience lias been dis turbed, and partly dis- 
persed, I will not go through the programme I had 
marked ont, but will let it suiffice to read two or 
-three odd extracts. 
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In the beginning let me saj tfaat tbe hisiorj of 
England is tiie ancient history of* onr own people, 
jnst as the Old Testament is supposed to be the 
ancient history of the Jews, with the différence that 
the history of ICngland has far less of fiction in it 
than the other; and it is jnst as important, in my 
jndgment, that we shonld be familiar with onr own 
ancient history as that we shonld read the Old 
Testament. We of this génération do not know 
until we read it in the history (and even then we can 
not realize it) that every liberty which we enjoy as 
a birthright, was plucked and wrenched by the 
strong arms of onr ancestors from between the 
clenched teeth of crowned and sceptered tyrants, 
who claimed to hold power by divine right. It has 
bêen tmly and grandly said that " the road to liberty 
is paved with the bones and watered with the blood 
of millions." But ail crowned heads hâve not been 
tyrants, and I want to read you a speech which 
Queen Elizabeth, who was greatly loved by her 
people, delivered to her soldiers during a great crisis 
in our history, nearly three hundred years ago. The 
King of Spain and the . Prince of Parma were pre- 
paring to invade England with their joint forces, 
which were to be conveyed thence by means of great 
fleets, called an armada, and they fuUy expected to 
overwhelm and subjugate the English people. There 
was great excitement thronghont England, and ail 
the people were ready to do their ntmost to repel 
the threatened invasion. The queen herself was 
thoroughly aroused, and took the field in person, 
mingling freely with her troops and encamping with 
them. It was in this hour of extrême péril, when 






\:.>.o\^ 



100 TRY-SQUARE. 

every nerye in England wàs strained to its highest 
tension, tbat thé* queen made tlie address I bave 
mentioned. I baye read it at least fifty times, and 
every time its burning words draw tears in spite of 
me. It is one of the brightest gems I know of in 
literature, and it sbould bave a place in our scbool- 
books. . I will now try to read it to you : 

" My loving people ! we bave been persuaded by 
some tbat are careful of our saf ety, to take beed bow 
we commit ourselves to armed multitudes, for fear 
of treacbery ; but I assure you, I do not désire to 
live to distrust my faitbful and loving people. Let 
tyrants fear ! I bave always so bebaved myself tbat, 
under God, I bave placed my cbiefest strengtb and 
safeguàrd in tbe loyal bearts and good will of my 
subjects ; and tberefore I am come amongst you, as 
you see, at tbis time, not for my récréation and dis- 
port, but being resolved, in tbe midst and beat of 
battle, to live or die amongst you ail ; to lay down 
for my God, and for my kingdom, and for my people, 
my bonor and my blood, even in tbe dust I know 
I bave but tbe body of a weak and feeble woman, 
but I bave tbe beart and stomacb of a king, and of a 
king of England, too, and tbink foui scom tbat 
Parma, or Spain, or any prince of Europe, sbould 
dare to invade tbe borders of my realm ! To wbicb, 
ratber tban any disbonor sball grow by me, I myself 
will take up arms, I myself will be your gênerai, 
judge and rewarder of every one of your virtues in 
tbe field. I know already, for your f orwardness you 
bave deserved rewards and crowns, and we do assure 
you, on tbe word of a prince, tbey sball be dttly paid 
you. In tbe mean time, my lieutenant-i^eneral sball 



mSTOBICAL. 101 

be in my stead, than whom never prince cômmanded 
a môre noble or wortliy subject ; not doubting but 
by yoTir obédience to my gênerai, by yonr concord 
in the camp, and yonr yalor in the field, vre sliall 
sliortly hâve a famous victory over those enemies of 
my Qodj of my kingdom, and of my people." 

Bep. Uncle Job made some further remarks, giy- 
ing a brief outline of the stmggles with King John 
oyer Magna Charta, etc., and also stating some- 
thing about the ciyil war, which resulted in the 
exécution of Charles L, and he promised at no dis- 
tant day to giye a more extended lecture with read- 
ings on both of thèse subjects, as well as others of a 
Idndred nature. 
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CHAPTEB XI. 

A. POLinCAL EPISODE— THE PREAOHERS SERYE SATAN — 

TRIUMPH OF UNCLE JOB. 

Bep. I find that I must condense more, or I shall 
hâve a larger volume than I contemplated, and I 
shall therefore try to make this and the next sncceed* 
ing chapter bridge over a period of several months, 
during which time the gênerai routine continued 
about the same as it has been outlined in the 
previous chapters. 

At the annual town meeting in April, a successor 
had to be elected to Uncle Job in the office of justice 
of the peace. As has been before stated, Uncle Job 
had been re-elected to the office again and again 
with no serions opposition ; but now Mr. Badsinner 
was determined to compass his defeat if possible. 
Uncle Job did not désire the office, but, like most 
human beings, he did not wish to be driven out of it, 
and yet he felt it to be beneath his dignity to mako 
any effort to secure his élection. He therefore 
simply said nothing and did nothing. At the Bepub- 
lican caucus the policy of renominating Uncle Job 
was seriously discussed, not in public, but in private 
talks between the party leaders. It was known that 
Mr. Badsinner would spend a considérable sum of 
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mbney în bnying votes, and in every other cormpt 
way that would be likely to produce the end lie had 
in view, and it was likewise known that Uncle Job 
voold do no sach tliing, and it was believed that the 
number of mercenary voters in the town was suffi- 
cient to tum the scale if money enough was used to 
buy them ail up. Some thought it best not to 
nominate a man who would provoke bitter opposi- 
tion, but the majority said they believed the best 
way to do away with political corruption was to let 
it corne ail from one side, and in so strong doses as 
to make the décent people of ail parties sick and 
disgusted. They argued that, while in that way they 
znight lose two or three élections, yet sooner or later 
the sheep would separate themselves from the goats, 
and that, when that was accomplished, virtue would 
triumph. The resuit was that Uncle Job was nomi- 
nated. The next day the Democrats held their 
caucus, and Mr. Badsinner was fuU of religions zeal. 
The nomination for justice was offered in turn to two 
men of prominence and good repute, but both de- 
elined. Then Mr. Badsinner took the floor, and with 
great warmth said that it was a disgrâce to the town to 
allow a judicial office to be held by a hoary-headed old 
Infidel ; that he, as a Christian man, had determined 
to do what little he could to inaugurate a reform in 
this respect, and that, if no one else would take the 
nomination, he was willing to do so himself, and^ 
stand in the breach alone, fighting the battle single- 
handed if need be. He was then nominated. This 
was Saturday afternoon, and the town meeting was 
to take place on the foUowing Tuesday. Mr. Bad- 
sinner at once liircd abont a dozen men who never 
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had any réputation for goodness, to go abont the 
town telling what an awful old sinner Job Sawyer 
was, and what a great shame it would be to elect hîm 
to so honorable an office as justice of the peace over 
a pure Christian gentleman like Mr. Badsinner. He 
also went to every place in town where strong drink 
was sold, and lef t five dollars at each place^ with 
directions to " treat the boys " as long as the money 
lasted. He next went, the same night, to see each oi 
the orthodox ministers, to endeavor to induce them 
to mention the subject in their religions services 
next day. What took place between him and the 
several ministers was not publicly known at the 
time, but enough has leaked ont since so that the 
foUowing may be stated as the substance of ît : Mr. 
Brownwell, of the M. E. Church, begged to be 
excused, saying that it had been generally under- 
stood as a fixed principle in this country that poli- 
tics and religion should be kept separate, and, over 
and above ail, that he thought it would be a dégra- 
dation of the cause of Christ for one of his ministers 
to enter into an unseemly scramble over a local 
secular office of no great importance. Mr. Bad- 
sinner bluntly told the parson that he must, in some 
effective way, put his shoulder to thp wheel, or make 
immédiate préparation to leave his charge in dis- 
grâce. After some reflection the parson promised to 
call personally, on Monday, upon each of the Ee-r 
publican members of his flock, and endeavor to 
prove to them that they owed it as their duty to 
God and to the Church of Christ to vote for pro-» 
fessed Christians in préférence to men who not only 
denied the divinity of Christ, but doubted the exista 
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ence of God and the immortalitj of the soul. This 
promise he kepi * Tlie Gongregational minister also 
had doubts at first about the propriety of complying 
with Mr. Badsiuner's request, but a subscription of 
ten dollars to his salarj quickened Lis religions 
ardor so mncb that at the Snnday evening service lie 
st^ted to his congrégation that on Tuesday next an 
important office was to be fiUed by their votes ; that 
the -choice was narrowed down to two men, one of 
whom was a member of a Christian chnrch in good 
standing, and the other was a member of no church, 
was an avowed Freethinker, and was endeavoring, 
thongh in a feeble way, to overthrow the cause of 
Christ ; and that ail professed Christians had a duty 
to perform which needed no words from him to 
point oui 

The Baptist minister was qnite intractable until 
Mr. Badsinner called to his aid two or three promi- 
nent Démocratie members of the Baptist chnrch. It 
seems there was at the time a sharp division and 
controversy in the chnrch, growing ont of some ques- 
tion of discipline, and that the pastor had espoused 
what was likely to prove the weaker side, while the 
aforesaid Démocratie members belonged with the 
other side. Thèse members, by promising to join- 
their {>astor in the chnrch controversy, induced him 
toundertakeasimilar task to theoneabovedescribed 
as undertaken by the Methodist minister. It has 
not been leamed whether any effort was made by 
Mr. Badsinner with the Unitarian minister or the 
Catholic priesi 

On Mondav, a committee of scveral of Uncle Job's 
friends (some of them members of ortbodox churches) 
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called on liim and îirged him with great persistency 
to do sometliing to counteract Mr. Badsinner's work. 
They said it would be a calamity as well as disgrâce 
to permit so notorious a villain as Mr. Badsinner to 
hold so honorable an office as that of magistrate, and 
several of the committee, and especially the orthodox 
members, advocated the use of money, arguing that 
it was often necessary to fight the de vil with the dev- 
il's own tools. Uncle Job said that the nse of money 
in élections was wrong as a matter of principle ; that 
it was condemned by the try-square, and also by the 
law of the land ; that, so far as fighting the devil 
with his own weapons was concerned, he thought 
that course could only be justified in very extrême 
cases — where lif e, or some similar péril, was involved ; 
" and beyond ail that," said he, " there is the * iron- 
clad oath' that the successful candidate must take — 
does anybody suppose that I would pay out money 
to buy votes, and then go bef ore God Almighty and 
swear that I haven't done it ?" This last was said 
with much feeling and considérable emphasis. The 
orthodox members of the committee said they thought 
this was one of the cases in which the end would jus- 
tify the means, and that God would forgive whùtever 
was wrong in it for that reason, even to the taking of 
the " iron-clad oath." Uncle Job said he was^awaro 
that some people looked at it in that way, but he did 
not. He felt sure that hîs God would ne ver forgive 
him if he should do such a thing ; but even if te could 
feel assured of God's mercy, he could never forgive 
himself, and he cared more for his own self-respect 
than for ail else, présent or future. 
It was then proposed by one of the committee that 
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a fond be raised by subscription among the commit- 
iee and sucli other members of the party as felt dis- 
' posed to contribute, and nsed where ît would hâve 
most effect in defeating the corrupt work of Mr. Bad- 
sinner. Uncle Job said that he felt the keenest 
sensé of thankfulness for the kindlj sentiments thej 
had expressed towards hîmself, and that the motives 
which prompted them to make the last proposition 
were deserving of the highest praise ; but yet that 
he could not consent to the proposition. One then 
snggested that it be done without his consent. To 
this suggestion TJncle Job said, with great earnest- 
ness, that if any member of Ms church contributed to 
a corruption fund, or in any way assisted in its use, 
he (Uncle Job) would do ail in his powerto hâve him 
expelled from the church. At this, the committee 
were in despair for some minutes. At last one of the 
committee said, with considérable spirit: "Men and 
brethren, it will never do to let this matter go by de- 
f ault. I move that we go forth, with such other good 
citizens as we can induce to join us, and work with 
ail our might, and with every lawful means in our 
power, from this hour until the closing of the poils 
to-morrow nighfc, for the defeat of Mr. Badsinner." 
The motion was unanimously carried, Uncle Job pro- 
nounced a fervent "amen," and the meeting ad- 
journed. 

I will state hère, what the reader has quite likely 
suspected already, that by this time I had become 
one of Uncle Job's willing and devoted disciples ; not 
that I swallowed ail of his notions without qualifica- 
tion, but because of his sturdy honesty and sincer- 
ity, his great originality and apparent independenoe 
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of ail previons thinkers in the same Teins of thonght ; 
and, withal, the man was lovable by réason of Lis 
possessing, in a high degree, that indescribable qnal- 
ity sometimes called personal magnetism, though he 
was absolutelj free from ail the arts that so fre- 
qnently accompany, and often mar, that quality in 
others. Though I was a comparative stranger in the 
town, I joined heartily in the work of trying to save 
Uncle Job from def eat. To make a long story short, 
about thirty of the best people of Pinville and the 
adjacent rural neighborhood (some of them Demo- 
cratSy some of them closing their places of business, 
and many of them men who had never previously 
done anything more in a political contest than to 
vote) now went about industriously among their 
neighbors and acquaintances, arguing earnestly the 
question of fitness of the respective candidates for 
justice. It was found that the work attempted by 
the orthodox clergy had, in many cases, had an ef- 
fect directly contrary to that întended, some of the 
men approached openly deinouncing their pastors, 
and insinuating that they must hâve been bribed. 
There were, however, a few pin-headed persons who 
appeared to sincerely believe that the élection of 
Uncle Job would serîously threaten the Christian 
church with destruction, and with them argument 
was wasted. They would meet every new form of 
statîng the case with the allégation that any man who 
believed the Bible was better than any man who did 
not, or something of that kind, in substance. 

Towards night, on Monday, it was leamed that Mr. 
Badsinner had engaged a private room within fifty 
feet of the poUin^place, and was stocking i% with a 
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large quantitj of intoxicating liquors for use tlie 
next daj. • On leaming this fact, a f ew of the committee 
of citizens bef ore mentioned again held a short confér- 
ence at Uncle Job's house. Uncle Job read them thô 
law, and tben said that, while be would not expend 
one cent to be nsed unlawfuUy, yet he would place 
two bnndred dollars in tbeir bands to be nsed in tbe 
détection of crime and the punishment of criminals. 
Instantly one of the committee seized a pencil and 
paper and wrote the foUowing : 

"$200 REWARD $200. 

" Whsbbas, It is a crime to sell or give away any intoxicating 
liquor, as a beverage, ivithin eighty rods of the place where any 
town meeting is held, during the day of such town meeting, from 
midnight to midnight ; and 

•• Whbbbas, It is a crime to give, or promise to give, any money, 
or other valnable thing, to influence the giving or withholding of a 
YOte at any town meeting ; and 

" Whebeas, Both of thèse wholesome laws are threatened with 
Tiolation at the town meeting to be held at Benson*s Hall in the 
village of Pinville to-morrow : 

"Now, therefore, we, the undersigned citizens of Pinville and 
vicinity, hereby promise to pay the sum of two hnndred dollars as 
a reward, or rewards, for the détection and exposure of such 
crimes (if any such shall be committed) and the punishment of 
the criminals — said rewards to be distributed by an impartial per- 
son, so that the share of each récipient shall be proportionate to 
his merits. We also pledge ourselves to render to every informer 
seeking the above reward, or any portion thereof , every reasonable 
assistance in our power to eam said reward by the due and prompt 
conviction of the offenders.*' 

• 

Then follow the date, and the names of twenty-one 
prominent citizens. It was promptly printed in the 
shape of hand-bills, in bold type, well displayed, and 
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five hundred copies were «irculàted and posted ail 
over town before nine o'clock Monday nighi 

Hard work was done next day, and close watch was 
kept of the movements of Mr. Badsinner's gang, in 
order to reduce the effectiveness of their work to the 
minimum. Mr. Badsinner's hirelings (most of them 
drunk) were earning their wages by howling profane 
malédictions against Uncle Job. One half-witted 
cripple, who had no use whatever of his legs from his 
body down, but had perfect use of his lungs, sat ail 
day on the floor within a few feet of the ballot-box, 
and, with head thrown back and chest well expanded 
(reminding one of a huge bullfrog), he shouted every 
few minutes something about lîke this : " Job Saw- 
yer's an Atheist ; he's a Deîst ; he's an Infidel ; he's 
a Freethinker ; he don't belle ve the Bible ; he don't 
believe in nothun'," and this, with very little varia- 
tion, he repeated, without any apparent lack of wind, 
until the closing of the poils. Nobody paid any 
more attention to him than though he had been a 
good-natured dog; but that didn't seem to annoy 
hkn any. When the day was done he said, with a 
chuckle, that he had got two dollars for his day's 
work. 

Uncle Job received forty-eight majority, which was- 
about twenty ahead of the average Bepublican ma- 
jority on the balance of the ticket ; but, on justice, 
party Unes had been entirely ignored. 



CHAPTEB XTL 

BA2a>0M JOT& 

Bep. This chapter will haye to be a sort of hotcb 
potch withont mnch attempt at order or séquence. 

At one of the business meetings of tbe cburch, 
Uncle Job said, addressing bimself to tbe teacbers 
of tbe Sundaj-scbool : 

Sawter. I want to impress upon tbe mind of everj 
teacber of young people tbe great duty resting upon 
bim to teacb ebildren and youtb bow to become 
bonorable and useful men and women. Tbis can 
not be done successfully by talking only in a gênerai 
way, but tbe teacber sbould endeavor to reacb tbe 
mind of tbe pupil by directing bis attention to spé- 
cial cases for illustration. Cbildren bave as mucb 
pridé as grown folks. Try to take adyantage of tbat 
fact by making tbem proud to be square, frank, and 
bonest in ail tbings. You can bardly find any buman 
being so low or bardened as to be devoid of ail sensé 
of bonor. To be sure, it is often tbat kind of bonor 
tbat is said to exist among tbieves; but you will 
find tbat tbe person possessing it takes great pride 
in it, and would scom to do wbat, to bis mind, would 
be a disbonorable act, wbile be would do otber acts 
witbout tbe least compunction, wbicb, to your mind. 
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are highlj reprehensible or even criminal. I can 
not help believing that this state of mind is largely 
due to the man's éducation, or lack of it. It must be 
tbat if a person, such as I bave supposed, bad been 
properly trained, wbile young, to know what be- 
havior an enlightened public opinion would consider 
disbonorable, tbose sparks of bonor and pride whicb 
we find not yet quite dead in bim would bave been 
broadened and deepened and beigbtened until tbey 
would bave embraced tbe wbole range of bis mind 
and conduct. Tbere is always a stage in tbe life of 
a young person, wben bis instructors and associa- 
tions bave everytbîng to do witb bis future career, 
and tberefore in tbese days, wbere so many associa- 
tions are more or less corrupt, it is especially im- 
portant tbat tbe instructors sball do tbeir duty witb 
tbe greatest tborougbness. Speaking of associations 
leads me to illustrate a little. I bave actually found 
young meu wbo bave become so accustomed to see- 
ing votes bougbt and sold on élection day, and bear- 
ing it talked about in a matter-of-fact way, tbat tbey 
are astounded wben told tbat sucb tbings are unlaw- 
ful or improper. Tbey ougbt to bave been taugbt 
in cbildbood to despise botb tbe buyer and. tbe 
seller, and to so bigbly prize tbeir birtbrigbt of free- 
dom for its own sake, and for tbe sake of tbeir 
ancestoxs wbo fougbt, bled, and died to procure ît 
for tbem, tbat tbey can never be induced to barter 
it away for any price wbatever. 

We are accustomed to speak of œnsdence as a safe 
guide wben its dictâtes are obeyed, and tbis is truô 
of a well-trained conscience, but not otberwise. Con- 
science, in its broad sensé, means knowledge, and 
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knowledge is a matter that does not corne to us by 
intuition, but it must be acquired by study, observa- 
tion, or instruction. Take a man, for instance, who 
lias liad no otlier schooling than that acquired by 
being born and reared in a modem American 
" saloon." He may bave tbe best of material to 
make a good man of, but bis conscience would not 
lead him to the same conclusions on many points, as 
it would if he had been brought up in a better school. 
Again, a conscience which was once intuitively right 
may hâve become so duUed and deadened by disuse 
(being constantly ignored or overruled) as to cease 
altogether to prod its possessor at the critical mo- 
ment, and thus save him from transgression. On the 
other hand, conscience will become more highly de- 
veloped, more acute and sensitive, by a careful watch- 
îng of, and obédience to, its dictâtes. A well-educated 
conscience is as sensitive as the magnetic needle, and, 
like the needle, in seeking for its indications in any 
particular case, great care must be exercised to 
guard it again st foreign influences. Tou know that 
the needle will tell the truth only when left entirely 
free; and it is very much so with the conscience. 
When you seek its guidance, strive not to influence 
its indications by your wishes, your hopes, or your 
fears, and you will seldom be misled. But if you 
continually try to make your conscience dictate what 
your selfishness desires, it will soon lose ail power 
to guide you at ail, but will itself be guided by your 
selfishness, and such a conscience as that is a 
dangerous thing to hâve. Its possessor may commit 
murder without compunction. Thèse facts should 
be pondered by old as well as young people, and the 
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yonng should especially be tanght that thej hâve 
planted within them a faculty which by right use 
. will guide them surely through paths of righteous- 
ness, but which, by neglect or misuse, will allow.its 
owner to be destroyed without raising a warning 
Yoice against the danger. 

Eep. One day I was walkîng on the street by the 
side of TJncle Job, and observing that every few 
minutes he raised his hat for a moment or two, I 
finally said : Mr. Sawyer, I hâve noticed on several 
occasions that you hâve a habit of frequently lifting 
your hat without any apparent reason ; will you 
please to explain why you do it? 

Sawyer. You hâve noticed, also, that I am not in 
the least degree bald. Well, I hâve preserved my 
hair by the habit you inquire about. The f act is that 
God gave us a natural covering for the head which, 
with most people, would be ample for ail purposes if 
they would be content with it ; but fashion decrees, 
not only that the head shall be covered, but what the 
covering shall be. Tou possibly think me no slave 
of fashion ; but I assure you that if it were not for 
the fashion I should wear no hat or cap at any season 
of the year. 

A man becomes bald by the opération of a natural 
law. Snakes are said to hâve formerly had legs; 
but the snake, for some reason, abandoned the use of 
his legs, and so, by opération of law, they withered 
and disappeared. Tou seldom see a man bald below 
the line covered by his hat; but you hâve seen 
thousands whose heads, above that point, are as bare 
as their foreheads. There can be no doubt that thia 
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resnli was cansed by habitnally wearing heaTj, air- 
tight hats or caps. Tbis yiew is strengthened bj the 
fact that women (whose head-gear, thongh sometimes 
ontrageons in f orm, is net so heayj or tiglit, or worn 
so mnch of the time, as that of men) are seldom bald. 
Ton call mj lifting of the hat a habit. In one sensé 
it is not a habit, bnt a necessitj. I hâve never com- 
pelled mj head to become accustomed to the heat 
prodnced by the long wearing of a hat, and there- 
fore, when the heat under my hat rises to a certain 
point, my head informs me that it is time to let in 
the air. In the coldest day in winter, if I am exer- 
cising, I hâve to lift an ordinary felt hat at least six 
times every hour. After a man has lost his hair, it 
will be too late to try to go without a hat, for he will 
then need something as a substitute for what he has 
lost ; but young men, by proper care, can préserve 
their hair, or most of it, until old âge, nnless bald- 
ness has already become hereditary with them. I 
hâve seen men ride ail dayin ahot railroad car with- 
ont once lifting their heayy hats. I never wear a hat 
long at a time within-doors — ^not even on a railroad 
train. J can sometimes endure it for a short time by 
cocking it back on my head, or by turning it at an 
angle so that the air will circulate round my head. 
If a covering must be worn on the head (and I sup- 
pose it must, or be deemed outlandish), it ought to 
be made so as not to injure the wearer. I hâve of ten 
thought that, if I had access to a hat-maker, I would 
hâve a hat made to order that would admit the air 
f reely without the lifting you hâve noticed. I would 
willinglygive two priées for such a hat if I could get 
one. 
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Ail bats ought either to be made of porous stuff, or 
else holes sboald be made in them for yentilation. 
One hole will not be enough, but tbere should be at 
least two — one on each side, or one in front and one 
in rear — so as to permit a draft of air ; and it would 
be very handy indeed if slides were so arranged that 
the holes could be widened or narrowed to suit tbe 
weather, or the whim of the wearer. 

Eep. On another occasion, I was complaining, in 
Uncle Job's hearing, of a terrible canker-sore in my 
mouth. He said he knew of only one thing that 
would cure it. I said he was infinitely ahead of me, 
for I knew of nothing that would do it any good, al- 
though I had tried almost everything. He told me 
to try spirits of camphor, and that he thought two 
or three applications, from six to ten hours apart, 
would drive it away. He said the solution should 
be as strong of camphor as possible — stronger than 
usually made by the druggists — in order to obtaiu 
the best results. He also gave minute directions for 
the application, to wit : First dry the a£fected part 
with a dry cloth, and keep it f ree from moisture dur- 
ing the treatment (about one minute). Apply the 
liquid with a stick or straw, one drop at a time, until 
four or five drops hâve been applied. Hold still 
until the liquor évaporâtes ; then let go, and you will 
forge t ail about your canker until itis time to give it 
another dose. 

I tried the remedy at once, and hâve had occasion 
to do so two or three times since, and I consider it a 
sure cure. No person who has ever suffered from 
thèse vicions little sores will blâme me for this ob- 
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trusion — certainly not after he has tried the remedy. 
One Sunday afternoon, in the prelnde to the regn- 
lar sermon, the following occurred : 

Sawyeb. One of the teachers in the Sunday-school 
drops me a note asking what he is to teach the chil- 
dren as to who made them. I see no need of chang- 
ing the orthodox catechism in that regard. God 
made us ail — " the world and ail that therein is ;" 
but as soon as a child is old enough to understand 
the matter, he should be instructed in the true nature 
and attributes of God, in so far as we feel sure that 
we know them, and matters of doubt may well be 
left until the child becomes able to reason for him- 
self. 

I hâve a suspicion that the interrogator in thîs 
case had doubts in his own mind whether he ought 
not to instruct the child that he was made by his 
earthly parents. I think this unnecessary and 
hardly proper for young children ; but I am well 
convinced that no child of either sex should be al- 
lowed to progreas far into its teens without being 
thoroughly instructed, by compétent teachers, in ail 
that pertains to the reproduction of the human spe- 
cies. The way the young are obliged to get their 
knowledge of thèse very important matters at the 
présent day is a shame to civilization. 

At another time, in a business meeting, Uncle Job 
said : I wishwe could hâve a department of our Sun- 
day-school where girls (and boys too, if they wish) 
could be taught, in a practical way, ail the essentials 
of liousekeeping. I suppose it cannot be done very 
conveniently ; but, at ail events, I hope no gîrl will 
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grow up in tbîs cbnrcli without beîng made to realize 
that no accomplisbment gives so mnch grâce and 
dignity to a woman as a thorough, practical knowl- 
edge of the arts of housekeeping, inclnding kitcben 
and laundrj work. Otber accomplisbments are dé- 
sirable ; but tbe possessor of ail otbers combined, if 
sbe lack this one/ will be like tbe bouse built on tbe 
sand. I could never understand wby so manj peo- 
ple regard bousework as degrading. I bave known 
quite intelligent young women wbo seemed to feel 
asbamed to admit tbat tbey eVer did any work, even 
in tbeir own bornes ; and I bave seen otber silly 
créatures wbo proclaimed witb seeming pride tbat 
tbey did not know bow to do any kind of domestic 
work. I always feel sorry for sucb people. 

About tbe only tbing tbat I feel proud of is my 
ability to go into tbe kitcben, wben necessity re- 
quires, as it sometimes does, and prépare a meàl 
witbout asking any odds of anybody. We read tbat 
Daniel Webster was an expert in tbe cooking of sbad, 
and tbat be once bad a contest witb an old darkey, 
wbo was expert in tbe same line, eacb being judge of 
tbe otber's cooking. General Scott, too, is said to 
bave giyen instructions to numerous botel cooks. It 
is nowbere mentioned tbat eitber Webster or Scott 
was asbamed of bis knowledge of tbe art of cookery. 
A girl eigbteen years old, witb natural faculties, wbo 
can not, in case of necessity, run a bouse witb ber 
own bands, ougbt to be asbamed of berself ; and ber 
parents sbould also be asbamed of tbemselves for 
allowing tbeir cbild to grow up in sucb gross igno-^. 
rance. 
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In another prélude : 

Sawyer. a correspondent reminds me that I some- 
times make nse of the word devil, and asks wbat I 
mean by it. I mean the concentrated quintessence 
of evil, and I hâve doubts whether the originator of 
the word meant anything différent from that. Of 
course, I don't believe there is, or ever was, àny per- 
Bonal devil, and I don't want anybody to understand 
that I do ; but our language is largely composed of 
idioms, and saint and sinner alike must use the idioms 
în order to be understood. When the ancients sepa- 
rated ail things into two great classes, good things and 
evil things, they next sought two nouns, one of whîch 
should comprehend and represent in a single word 
the great whole of each class, and thus the adjective 
good was changed to the noun God, and the adjective 
evil was changed to the noun Devil. In process of 
time the ignorance, superstition, and imagination of 
the people by degrees invested those nouns with a 
very différent meaning from what was first intended 
by them. 

Another correspondent, or probably the same one, 
though in a separate note, asks why I use the term 
Suprême Seing when I do not believe in a personal 
God. Perhaps what I hâve just said may in part 
answer this query ; but I will add further that in its 
primary sensé, and when first coined, the word being 
was a participle of the passive verb to he, and meant 
exactly the same as the word existing. Again, the 
word suprême means highest Now, if we elevate the 
participle eocisting into a noun, and create the expres- 
sion Highèst Eocisting, we hâve an exact équivalent 
f pr the term Suprême Being, and either of those terma 
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satisfies, and is satisfied by, my idea of God as I 
hâve heretofore endeavored to define it. I do not 
believe that the man wlio firsfc used the term 
Suprême Seing liad any more belief in a personal 
God than I liave. 

Another asks if I recommend tlie entire disuse of 
the Bible. By no means. I advise everybody to 
read it, at least once, f rom A to Izzard, and 'I assure 
them that they will find hundreds, yes, thousands, of 
things in it to admire, and that are as true as they 
are beautiful. But when you read about animais 
with seven heads and ten horns, or that the sun 
stood still in the heavens at the command of a man, 
or other extravagances, I don't ask you to believe a 
Word of it. I do not advise people to read the whole 
Bible because I believe ifc ail to be good, but because 
there is no ofcher way to find the gems that are 
scattered ail through it. There was a time when the 
scriptures that now constitute the Bible were frag- 
ments which, with many other similar writings, were 
owned or held by différent men in différent places. 
Finally great councils of bishops and other clergy 
were held, in which the writings were carefuUy 
examined, and those that were deemed worth saving 
were put together to make up the Bible, while the 
others were scattered and lost. There can be no 
doubt that if the work of compilation had been post- 
poned until the présent âge, the Bible would hâve 
been a very différent book from what it is. I think 
it would be an excellent thing to hold another coun- 
cil of wise and liberal-minded men to revise the 
Bible. At least one half of it could profitably be 
'^xpunged, and replaced with the writings of men not 
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born nor propliesied of wlien the former compilation 
was macle. 

Rep. One day several men were conyersing in a 
social way in tJncle Job's office (a room in his 
honse), when some one happening to mate nse of the 
expression ^^petered out^' another asked what ît 
meant. After several opinions liad been rendered, 
Uncle Job was appealed to for liis judgment. 

Sawter. I liave often observed that the expression 
is supposed by many people to be quite vnlgar, if 
not obscène, and I see that some of you hâve the 
same notion ; but I think quite otherwise. There is 
no doubt in my piind that the expression was orig- 
inally intended to typify the cowardly conduct of 
Peter in denying Christ. Ton remember Peter 
talked bravely, and boasted, " ïhough I should die 
with thee, yet I will not deny thee/' and yet that 
same nighfc, as the story goes, he denied him thrice 
before the cock crew. In this view the word Petered 
is full of meaning, and I think it should be spelled 
with a capital P, and the first e should not be 
doubled, as is sometimes done. 

During the same conversation one of the party 
made référence to Uncle Job as a Freethinker, 
whereupon — 

Sawyer. While I am proud to believe that my 
thoughts are absolutely free and untrammelèd, yet I 
do not know that I should be altogether fellow- 
shipped by the sect styling themselves Freethinkers. 
I hâve had opportunity to become acquainted with 
only a few of them, and for the most part I hâve 
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fvMUhl them T«rT eamest. nprigbi, unselfish, and good 
{>eopIe ; but i( kas sometimes seemed to me ihat they 
li;ire becocie abolit as sectarian and dc^matic in 
tkeir war as the oniiodox leligionists are in their 
waT« I am xerv somr to fe^l that Uns is so, for, if 
tra^, it cannot fail to nanow their field of work, and 
henc^ diminish their ability to do good. I believe 
ther hare done^ and are doing. great good in the 
irv\rld ; but I think they might do still greater good 
br modifring their methods» not to sar manners, 
souiewhat Perhaps it will illustrata mymeaning 
to $aT that unwelcome truth, like unpleasant medi- 
oiu«\ mar be i>^ndei^ palatable bj coating it with 
su^;rar. I pi^fer« under ail the circumstanoes, to be 
o^KhI an iW^Y^fk^rK/ thinker instead of a Free- 
thiukor. What the irorld needs to-daj is not a new 
rx^Iigioiu nor a noxr soot of an old religion, but an 
f\xV\V(f\' r^^li^ion — ono that shall adopt aU the good 
IHUuls^ aud r^^joot ail the bad and irorthless points in ail 
th\^ Yv^li^ivMi^ of ihc^ i>ast and pi>^sent» and such eclec- 
tUMvli^îou will nv>: K> Ix^unvl round nithiron hoops, 
bul w il) Ih^ ol;x^lio enou^h to permit of the greatest 
^vo^lvMu aud diwr^itv of honest thoughtand speech. 
Ouo tr\ml\l%^ wiiU iUl the r>?lîgîon3 ever iuTented has 
lH^^\ that mou ima^iuod true religion to be some- 
thuv^î t^r alwo a^td Ivyond them — something that 
thov \vuUl ouly iu^iH'^ to attain to by agood deal of 
l^r^HNUv^ nud by sjHH'^ial aot of diyine providence.^ 
*rhoY ntvm t\^ r^^^ïarvl it a* something having no con- 
uootiou \^\th thU U(t\ and they take great pains to 
koo)\ \\ AO^^u'ato ti\MU bu^uoss afiairs as much as 
|\vVMMi\^U\ M\^Ht mou ttvl a$hamed to be found talkr 
{\\^ wu wliv^ÙMiH »ubJoot5Si ou a week day, Now this 
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should ail be reversed. Eelîgion is naturcd, and it 
should be pradical. A man should never engage in 
any pursnit that will require him to leave Lis religion 
behind; but his religion should be his constant 
companion and guide, as well in business and pleas- 
ure as during what are called hours of worship. I 
am not now intending to deny that there may be 
supernal éléments in religion, but I do say that it is 
folly to reject ail other parts of religion, excepting 
the supernal, when we ail know that not more than 
one in ten of the human family ever get even so 
much as a glimpse of the supernatural part. The 
Practical Beligionist will not object if his neighbor 
has found a higher élément in religion than himself 
has found, and much less should the possessor of a 
higher religion condemn or stigmatize the Practical 
Beligionist who faithfuUy and honestly follows ail 
the light that God has given him. The less favored 
one is not to blâme for his lack of ability, and his 
more highly favored brother should extend a help- 
ing hand to him ; and this can best be done in one 
church. When ail fallacies are removed from re- 
ligion, then ail sects and dénominations will dis- 
appear, and only one great, broad Church of Practical 
Beligion will remain. 

Bep. I cannot close this chapter without giving a 
brief gênerai description of the church work during 
the several months preceding the occurrences to be 
mentioned in the next foUowing chapter. 

Uncle Job made fréquent références to his try- 
square, in season and out of sôason — ^in short, it 
seemed to hâve become a hobby witb him for some 
weeks after he first introdnced it; but af ter a while, 
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when the novelty of it had worn off, liis références to 
ifc became less fréquent. He preached every Snnday 
afternoon to a crowded house. His sermons were 
full of practical hints for old and young, naale and 
female, and were interspersed with readings and quo- 
tations from the Bible, Shakspere, Milton, history, 
statute laws, etc. The Sunday evening meetings 
were held at irregular intervais, and generally the 
house was well fiUed. One Sunday night a traveling 
man exhibited his stereopticon views, with explana- 
tory lecture, free of charge. At another meeting a 
practical machinist explained ail the principles and 
modus operandi ol the modem steam-engine, illustrat- 
ing by means of a small-sized engine of his own man- 
ufacture, which was placed upon the platform and 
taken entirely to pièces for the purpose. At another 
time one of the townsmen, who had recently retùrned 
from a visit to South America, gave a description of 
what he had seen and learned. On still other occa- 
sions two young men of the congrégation gave histor- 
ical readings — or perhaps they should be called 
lectures interspersed with readings. 

It is needless to say that the interest in the social 
entertainments never flagged. 

The interest which ail sorts and conditions of men, 
women, and children took in the Sunday-school was 
truly wonderfuL There was a Shakspere class of 
thirty-four, which was conducted somewhat on the 
plan of an orthodox Bible class. Another class grap- 
pled with Milton's " Paradise Lost," but soon aban- 
doned it for something easîer. There were other 
classes, too numerous to mention — one în Boman 
history, another in English history, another in Amer- 
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îcan history, and others still in the poetry of varions 
anthors. Some of the little ones were trying to com- 
mit to memory beantifnl poems and extracts selected 
by their teachers. A class of nineteen boys and 
girls, from ten to thirteen years old, had become so 
proficîent in reciting wliat they had thus learned 
that, one Snnday afternoon, XJncle Job had them re- 
cite in concert from his platform an exqnisite poem 
as a prélude to his sermon. The pièce so rendered 
was a great favorite of Uncle Job's, and for that rea- 
son, and because the poem is rarely met with in 
.print, I think I shall be justified in reproducing it as 
an ending to this chapter. 

WHAT I LIVB FOR. 

BY 6. L. BANKS. 

I )ive for tliosc "wlio love me, 

For those I know are true, 
For the lieaven that smiles above me, 

And awaits my spirit, too ; 
For the humaa tles that bind me, 
For the task by God assigned me, 
For the bright hopes left behind me. 

And the good that I can do. 

I live to leam their story, 

Who*ve suffered for my sake, 
To emulate their glory, 

And follow in their wake — 
Bards, martyrs, patriots, sages, 
The noble of ail âges, 
Whose deeds crown history's pages. 

And Time*s great volume make. 

I live to hail the season, 

By gifted minds foretold, 
When man shall nile by reason. 
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And not alone bj gold — 
When, man to man iinited, 
And every wrong thing righted, 
The whole world shall be lighted v 

As Eden was of old. 

I live to hold communion 
With ail that is divine, 
To f eel there is a union 

'Twixt naturels heart and mine; 
To profit bj affliction, 
Reap truths from flelds of action, 
Grow wiser from conviction, 
And f ulfll each grand design. 

I live for those who love me. 

For those who know me true, 
For the heaven that smiles above me, 

And awaits mj spirit, too ; 
For the wrong that needs résistance. 
For the cause that lacks assistance. 
For the future in the distance. 
And the good that I can do. 



• 



CHAPTEK XTEL 

SUNDAY AND POLITICS — ^THE COUNTY CONVENTION— PRO- 
FESSIONAL POLinOIANS — ^WIRE-PULLERS. 

SuNDAY af fcernoon, after preliminary music — 
Sawyeb. a correspondent arraigns me for engaging* 
in political discussion on the Lord's day. I hâve re- 
ferred to political matters in no party spirit; but 
only to point out and condemn certain practices 
which are recognized by the whole civilized world to 
be evil, only evil, and that continually. If the pulpit 
is not a proper place from which to denounce the 
devil and his works, then I think the pulpit had bet- 
ter be kicked over and something new set up in its 
place ; and if the Sabbath has become too sacred for 
anything but the singing of pointless hymns and the 
rehearsal of insipid rehash of things thousands of 
years old, then I say the Sabbath has outlived its 
usefulness, and ought to be reformed. For my part, 
I intend to fight the devil wherever I find him, and 
wherever and whenever I can do so most effectively ; 
and if Sunday and the sacred desk, so-called, happen 
to be the most convenient time and place for my 
purposes, then on that day and in that place I will 
give him wager of battle. 

ur 
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I have been trying for some • timo to find some 
compétent person who would give us a course of 
Sunday-evening lectures on astronomy, and also on 
geology ; but down to tlie présent time I bave not 
succeeded. The principal of our bigb school bas tbe 
ability to give us a large amount of information on 
both of tboso subjects, as well as mucb entertain- 
ment, and personally be seems willing to comply 
with my request ; but be felt it to bo bis duty to 
décline unless tbe consent of tbe board of éducation 
was first obtained. So I made application to tbe 
board of éducation at a regular meeting, and tbe 
trustées ail looked exceedingly wise, but said notb- 
ing of any conséquence in my présence, until finally 
tbe président said to me tbat be would see me tbe 
next day, and inform me of tbe action of tbe board. 
I took tbis as a bint tbat tbey did not want to dis- 
cuss tbe subject in my présence, and lef t. Tbe next 
day tbe président told me tbat tbe board took nô 
action. I persisted in tbrusting tbe question upon 
tbem at every opportunity, until finally, at tbe end of 
nearly six weeks, I was inf ormed tbat tbe board of édu- 
cation of tbe village of Pinville bad come solemnly to 
tbe conclusion, af ter mature délibération, tbat it would 
be prejudicial to tbe best interests of tbe public scbool 
to allow tbe principal of said scbool to deliver a course 
of popular lectures on tbe sciences of astronomy and 
geology in tbe town bail on Sunday evenings. May 
God basten tbe day wben sucb narrow-minded 
blockbeads sball no longer sit like a dead weigbt — 
like an incubus — upon tbe institution wbere our 
cbildren are compelled by necessity to acquire ail 
tbe éducation tbey will ever get at public expense ! 
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I am now in correspondenœ with a professer in a 
collège of a neighboring county in the hope of 
getting from him the assistance that has been denied 
us hère. The only thing that is now in the way is 
the inconvenience of getting back and forth, as the 
public conveyances do not run Sundays. The time 
is coming, and soon, when Sunday travel by public 
conveyance will be as common as Sunday preaching. 
In writing to the professor I informed him briefly of 
our movement hère and its design, and I must read 
yon an extract from Lis letter in response to mine. 
It was a soothing poultice to the wound my spirit 
had received by the rebuff of our school board. He 
said : " I am not entirely ignorant of the nature and 
design of your movement, having been told many 
things concerning it by résidents of your town, whom 
I believe to be perfectly impartial, while sojourning 
there two or three days in the early summer. Of 
course, I can not, and I think I ought not to, give an 
affirmative indorsement to anything that I know so 
little about, but for the same reason I am equally 
far from condemning your movement. I heartily 
approve of its aims, as I understand them ; yet for 
aught I know, its methods, or some of them, may be 
objectionable, and therefore require reforming. But 
as to such things I always act upon the advice of 
Gamaliel (quoting at random) : ' If this work be of 
men, it will come to naught, but if it be of God, it 
can not be overthrown.' At ail e vents, the word of 
God, as it is revealed in the starry heavens and by 
the rocky records of our earth, will do your people 
much good, and assist them in deciding whether 
your work be of God or no. I will gladly comply.^l 
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base to pledge themselves, in advance, to brîngin a 
report in favor o£ the bogus délégation I hâve de- 
scribed. This done, it only remained to get some 
man of apparent respectability to make a motion, at 
the proper time, that tlae chair appoint a committee 
of three on contesting délégations, and the arrange- 
ments are complète, and thé wire-puUers are ready 
to hâve the convention called to order. Like ail dis- 
honest practices, this dirty work has been carried on 
so secretly that the square-toed, straightforward 
men, who constitute the majority of the convention, 
hâve never suspected it. At the hour appointed for 
the meeting of the convention, Mr. Hayes is nomî- 
nated for chairman, and duly chosen, without oppo- 
sition. He makes a brief speech, in which he thanks 
the convention for the great honor which they hâve 
thrust upon him to his great surprise and confusion. 
He promises strict impartiality, and hopes, with their 
kind assistance and indulgence, to perform his dutiea 
with satisfaction to ail. He then takes his seat, and 
the proceedingg glide along smoothly until the mat- 
ter of the contesting délégations is reached, when old, 
gray-headed Mr. Sayre, of Thimbleburg, rises in the 
back partof the houseand gravely moves that a com- 
mittee of three be appointed by the chair to hear and 
décide the questions between the contestants. This 
motion is duly seconded and carried — no one but the 
wire-puUers suspecting the trîckery. Mr. Hayes then 
rises with great dignity, and, after looking over the 
convention for nearly a minute, as if selecting proper 
persons for the important work in hand, at last 
drawls out the names of the three persons secretly 
named to him by the wire-puUers. The committee 
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withdraw'to a private room, followed by tlie con- 
testants, and, after a jangle of perhaps an hour, tlae 
committee return to the convention and report that 
in their opinion the bogu::: délégation is in ail re- 
spects regular, and entitled to seats in the conven- 
tion, and that their competitors are irregular and not 
entitled to seats. Down to the moment of the reading 
of this report, the members of the délégation that I 
hâve called regular had been enjoying the most 
serene confidence in the justice of their cause and 
what they had considered the injustice of the claims 
and pretensions of their opponents ; but now they 
are astounded and almost rendered speechless by the 
committee's report. Finally, just before it is ever- 
lastingly too late, one of them manages to stammer 
out an appeal from the décision of the committee. 
The chair announces the appeal and asks the conven- 
tion what shall be done with it. Instantly one of 
the wire-pidlers is upon his feet with a motion that 
the appeal be not entertained. He argued at consid- 
érable length that the convention, having no knowl- 
edge of the f acts, would be obliged to give the parties 
a new hearing from the beginning ; that the hearing 
before the committee had already consumed an hour 
of valuable time, and a new hearing before the con- 
vention could not be expected to consume less ; that, 
unless haste was made, the convention would be un- 
able, for want of time, to complète its labors that 
day ; that the members of the committee were ail 
honorable gentlemen, and equally as compétent as 
the convention itself to décide the dispute fairly and 
properly upon ail the facts ; that a rehearing of the 
matter would lead to endless discussion and perhaps 
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to unseemly 'wranglîng ; for ail of which reasons he 
was in favor of dismissing therappeal and sustaining 
the report of the committee. Another of the wire- 
puUers, in another part of the house, rose with the 
air of a sage, and remarked that he heartily con- 
curred in the remarks of the gentleman who had pre- 
ceded him, and for those reasons, as well as for the 
further reason that no question was raised as to the 
honesty, impartiality, and good faith of the commit- 
tee, he would second the motion to dismiss the ap- 
peal and adopt the committee's report. The chair 
then asked if they were ready for the question, 
whereupon ail the wire-pTiiUers and ail of their friends 
on the floor of the convention began shouting " Ques- 
tion ! question !" One of the defeated delegates un- 
dertook to speak, but being unused to such work, 
and not being made of very stern stuff, he allowed 
the wire-pullers to howl him down ; and so the mo- 
tion was carried, and the deep sea closed âmoothly 
over the spot where right and justice had been 
wrecked and sunk. 

The mère statement of this case will bring words 
of condemnation from every fair-minded man and 
woman in the land; and yet such practices, and 
others equally vicions, are common in the caucuses 
and conventions of ail parties in ail parts of our 
country. Oh, how long will the pulpit of this en- 
lightened âge look upon such iniquity at the very 
fountain-head of our System of government, and 
maintain silence ? " God of heaven ! where sleep thy 
thunderbolts?"* 

* Uncle Job seemed to make use of this quotation more to give 
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Lest I may be charged with guessing at my facts, 
I will state how I got my information. In tli^ first 
place, I liaven't lived in this world sixty years with- 
dut learning something of politîcal metliods, as well 
as what kind of conduct to expect from particular 
indiyiduals, and from several indications I was 
firmly convinced of tlie trickery before the com- 
mittee had retired to hear tlie contestants, and I 
mentioned my belief to several friends sitting near 
me. To make assurance doubly sure, as the conven- 
tion was breaking up, I approached an acquaintance 
wlio I felt certain was one of the wheel-horses of 
the crooked job, and remarked to him that he had 
executed a very shrewd pièce of work. He asked 
what I referred to, as though lie thought he had 
donc several shrewd things that day (and I hâve no 
doubt he had). I said I referred to the matter of 
the contesting délégations, and then he smiled ail 
over, and went on and told me ail about it, substan- 
tially as I hâve told it to you, and ail through his 
story he snickered and exulted over his triumph 
much more, it seemed to me, than would hâve been 
in good taste if his conduct had been praiseworthy. 
I told him lie ouglit to be ashamed of him self, but 
he only laughed the harder, and said, " Oh, they ail 
do it." I answered that it was none the less wrong. 
Then he sobered his face, and said : " Tes, it is 
wrong. I frankly acknowledge it, and I wish as^ 
heartily as you do that we could engage in politics 
without stooping so low, but you must be aware that 

vent to a fit of indignation tbat suddenly seized him than on ^ 
account of any speci^ signiâcance in the words theniselves. — ^Bsp* 
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there îs very little square work done in politics 
nowadays, and that little is done by the fellows wlio 
^always ' get lefi' I would rather work straight than 
crooked, but I can't afford to be forever in the rear." 
He also said that the old idea that " honesty is the 
best policy " was no longer entertained by anybody 
but sentimentalists and " mossbacks ;" that no man 
had ever achieved any great success by adhering 
closely to that policy, g.nd that the great mass of the 
people sounded their plaudits for the successful 
man without stopping to inquire whether the success 
was honestly obtained or not. I said, in parting, 
that I thought if he would exercise the brilliant 
talent I had witnessed that day, in exposing and 
thwarting the crooked schemes of his opponents, 
possibly he would succeed in his endeavors even 
better than by joining issue in baseness and dis- 
honesty. He smiled again as he uttered the single 
Word, " Perhaps ! " 

Now, the iniquity of the scheme I hâve described 
could not hâve been carried ont in the way it was if 
the chairman of the convention had been what he 
ought to be — an upright man — and hence I throw 
more blâme upon him than I do upon any other 
participant in the villainy, even the wire-puUers who 
invented and managed it. Why ? Because a man is 
chosen chairman of such a body because the whole 
body hâve confidence in his fairness and honesty, 
and believe he will deal impartially by ail. A per- 
son whose fairness and impartiality in such a place 
is generally doubted, is never thought of for the 
position, and could by no means get there. Nobody 
looks for honesty and fairness in the wire-puUers, 
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and so long as they do not occupy any place of trust 
they at least do not betray anybody's confidence by 
their vicions practices. But when a chairman of any 
meeting, wlio bas pledged himself to be fair and im- 
partial (as be does by accepting the place), designedly 
violâtes both bis pledge and tbe confidence reposed 
in bim, I consider bim just as cùlpable, from a moral 
point of view, as tbe mercbant's clerk wbo embezzles 
tbe funds of bis employer. A récent law provides 
tbat a cbairman of a caucus or convention may be 
required to take an oatb to perform bis duties fairly, 
etc., but I see tbat little attention is paid to tbis law. 
In fact, even wben tbe oatb is taken, it seems to set 
very loosely upon some of tbe presiding officers. I 
beard one say just after being sworn, " Hm ! wbat 
does a political oatb amount to anyway ? " I under-r 
stood from bis manner and bis words tbat tbe oatb 
would bave no restraining force upon bim. But, oatb 
or no oatb, if I were cbairman of any sort of meet-. 
ing, I would no more tbink of acting unfairly or one- 
sidedly tban I would allow myself to be bribed by 
one party or tbe otber wbo bad a suit pending 
before me as a magistrate. Mr. Hayes bas sunk iu 
my estimation very near to zéro since I witnessed 
tbe transaction I bave related ; and one object I 
bave bad in mentioning bis name bas been to sink 
bim in tbe estimation of otbers, and in tbat way to 
create a wbolesome public sentiment concerning 
sucb matters, in tbe bope tbat in tbat way tbis great 
evil may eventually be cured, for I firmly believe 
tbat no man of fair réputation in any community 
will readily consent to do an act wbicb be knows 
must inevitably lower bim in tbe public estimation« 
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If thô wîre-pullers conld not find men of good 
repute, who are willing to become cat's-paws in the 
hands of scoundrels, very little of the nefarious 
work I am condemning could be accomplished, be- 
cause the wire-puUers themselves are usually so 
well known that they hâve to keep in the back- 
^ ground, as their open or avowed connection with any 
projectrwill often kill it if the people hâve time to 
reflect. Hence they generally sélect for figureheads 
and cat's-paws orthodox deacons and rural M.D.'s 
who are vain and weak enough to be duped into the 
confemptible business. I want to be reasonably 
charitable to thèse people (the deacons and doctors), 
and I will therefore say that I think they do not 
realize the enormity of the sins they commit, but 
that they are often ignorant of the duties they under- 
take to perform, and for that reason simply do the 
bidding of those who gave them the promotion. 
They need to be educated. 

I can not regard the conduct of the committee as 
one whit less reprehensible than that of the chair- 
man. To be sure, they would hâve had no opportu- 
nity to play the traitor, except through the treachery 
of one higher in authority. But by accepting the 
appointment they pledged themselves to hear and 
décide the controversy like upright men, without 
fear or favor, and a deliberate violation of that 
pledge was no better than robbing a hen-roost. Ail 
the remarks I hâve made about the chairman will 
apply with equal force to the committee, and need 
not be repeated. 

I shall not at présent bear down very heavily upon 
the chairman of the county committee, for ït is pos- 
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sible ihat he was not înformed of the vîllainons pur- 
poses of the wire-puUers. He must, however, hâve 
been acquainted with the character of the men who 
asked him to appoint Mr. Hayes for chairman of the 
convention, and knowing that, he ought to hâve sus- 
pected that they were trying to make a tool of him 
for some purpose in keeping with their character. 
He cannot escape blâme, but for the présent we will 
give him the benefit of a doubt, and only charge him 
with culpable stupidity instead of being a designing 
accomplice. Whichever horn of the dilemma he 
may choose, it can not be denied that his weakness 
made the iniquity possible. 

What remains to be said — what ought to be said 
— ^in référence to the wire-puUers who instituted and 
managed the whole proceeding? I despise both them 
and their vile conduct, and if every well-meaning 
man felt as I do on the subject, there would be far 
less of crooked political work done than there is 
now. At présent wire-puUers are as thick in ail 
political parties as frogs are said to hâve been at 
one time in the ovens and kneading troughs of 
Egypt, and the government of this country is almost 
entirely in their hands. Occasionally they become 
so bold and reckless with their wicked performances 
that the people get a glimpse of their work and evil 
designs, and then the righteous indignation of a 
virtuous populace smashes the enginery of corrup- 
tion, and tramples nefarious stratagepas into the 
dust. A great majority of the people would always 
be ready to do this, if they only had a reliable leader 
to tell them what machinery to break and where to 
do their stamping. But most people who make a 
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profession of politics are of the unsavory kind of 
wire-puUers I hâve been describing, and most people 
who do not make a profession of politics hâve their 
time too much engrossed in earning an honest liveli- 
hood to see and know for themselves ail the détest- 
able doings of the professional wire-puUers, and, 
therefore, they need to be kept f uUy and truthf uUy 
* informed by some one who has both the time and the 
skill to ascertain the facts. This ought to be done 
by and through the press; but it has corne to that 
that the political press is owned and run, for the 
most part, by the very class of wire-puUers that I 
am talking about, and although they are constantly 
fighting one another, and know ail about one an- 
other's tricks, and are consequently best qualified of 
ail the world to give the information mentioned, yet 
that peculiar sort of honor that thieves are supposed 
to possess, almost always keeps them from "squeal- 
ing," as they term it, when they get caught in their 
adversary's trap. I hâve more than once written 
articles exposing some particular pièce of political 
trickery, and handed them in for publication in the 
newspaper whose editor I thought would be inter- 
ested in making the facts public, but my articles 
never were put into type. The duty, then, of teach- 
ing and leading the people right concerning thèse 
important questions, devolves necessarily and in- 
evitably upon those who stand in the house of God 
and profess to preach righteousness thereîn. For 
my own part, I shall not shirk this duty, but will, 
to the best of my poor ability, endeavor to stem the 
tide of corruption that seems destined to overwhelm 
and destroy this great nation. 
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Wire-puUers are graded off in sereral ranks, ac- 
cording to the dirtiness o£ the work they perform, or 
according to tlieir ability to "produoe results;" but, 
as I view the subject, I see but little real différence 
in them, except that one may be a captain while an- 
other is only a private in the same company. Men 
hâve sat in the presidential chair of this republic, 
and in the governor's seat of this great Empire 
State, and in other high places, who commenced 
their political careers by doing just exactly such 
dirty work as I hâve described hère to-day. In that 
business, as in every other, those who show most 
proficiency on the ground floor are soon promoted, 
and you will sooner or later find them wielding 
power as " bosse» " over certain territory of greater 
or less extent; and when they havebeenthus advanced 
they usually become too high-toned to do, with their 
own hands, the degrading work that they expect 
from their underlings ; but they lay ont the plans 
and give directions to their servile tools how to exé- 
cute them, and then fold their own arms and affect 
to know nothing of what is going on. Thèse high- 
toned fellows are generally ambitions to hold office 
sooner or later ; but by far the larger number of pro- 
fessionalwire-puUers arenot office-seekers for them- 
selves, but sell their professional services for cash, 
or other valuable considérations, to those who are 
seeking office for honor or profit, or both. Nine- 
tenths of the immense sums of money that are used 
nowadays in political campaigns is handled by thèse 
scalawags — part of it they keep as compensation for 
their dirty work, and part they use in buyîng thô 
votes of such poor, weak créatures as can be indu 
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to sell. I shall take occasion, in the near future, to 
speak at length on this whole subject o£ money in 
élections, and I will not, therefore, enlarge upon it 
at this time. 

I hâve been nnable to-day, for want of time, to 
give more than a single example of wire-puUing as it 
is carried on in the political primaries ; but I can give 
you scores of différent means that are employed from 
time to time to cheat a f ree people out of their blood- 
bought right to voice and influence in the govern- 
ment of their country. I may hâve occasion here- 
af ter to point out other phases of the same great evi} 
and to hold up to public scorn the perpetrators 
thereof. 

Thèse wrongs hâve a more far-reaching and wide- 
spreading effect than simply to wound the feelings 
of a half-dozen delegates in a rural community. Our 
government has its source, its very root and origin, 
in thèse élection district caucuses and county con- 
veiitions. It is in thèse, if anywhere, that the com- 
mon people of our land are to make their influence 
felt in the government ; and if they are cheated hère, 
their much-vaunted right of self -government is lost. 
I do not forget that they still hâve a right to vote at 
the poils, but, as a gênerai rule, that right is reduced 
down to a choice between two candidates both of 
whom hâve been placed in nomination by the same 
sort of foui work that we hâve been considering, and 
there is no great satisfaction in (and certainly no 
great benefit results from) smashing one machine by 
the building up of another that is just as bad. It 
must be plain to everyone that, if ail of the springs 



^ 



AN ELOQUENT ABJURATION. 143 

in which the powers exercised by our gOTemment 
hâve their origin are poisonooSy or unwholesome, 
then the whole broad stream of goverDment must 
also be oorrupt We bave no right to look for purity 
in the govemment nntil we bave purified the fonn- 
tains thereof ; and in that good work every man, how- 
CTer humble, can make himself heard and felt by at- 
tending the primary meetings, and there combining 
with other good men who are resolved not only to do 
fair and honorable political work themselves, bat to 
compel ail others to do likewise or step down and 
oui If men will not take the trouble to attend the 
primaries — the only place where theycan make their 
individual sentiments effectively felt by those in 
power — then they hâve but little right to find fault 
because things do not go to suit them. I hold it to 
be just as much the duty of every good citizen to at- 
tend the caucuses as to vote at the poils. The gov- 
emment must be carried on by somé/x>dy, and if good 
citizens neglect to perform their duties in that re- 
spect, they must expect, as a matter of course, that 
theîr places will be occupied by the wire-puUers, 
and that bad government will be substituted for 
good. 

Now, y ou boys and young men who hâve heard my 
talk to-day, I pray you to résolve immediately that, 
as soon as you are old enough, you will perform 
your whole daty to your country, honestly and faith- 
fuUy, and will endeavor so to live that when you die 
it can truthfuUy be said of you, as was said in the 
text concerning the Iron Duke — one of the greatest 
gênerais England ever had, and who held at one time 
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the highest office in the British govemment — higher 
than tlie king — 

*' He never sold the truth to serve the hour, 
l^or iwdtered with Etemal Gk>d for power.* 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

CHUBCH TRIALSv— NOTOKIOUS FRAUDS EXPOSED— UNCLE 

JOB SPEAKS. 

Bep. It was at about this time that the prosecutor 
lodged complaints against two of tlie members of the 
church ; and although the trial and proceedings 
dragged along several weeks before finally decided, 
yet I think it the better way for me to tell the whole 
story right hère, and as briefly as possible. 

One member, whom I will simply call the défend- 
ant, had been admitted into the Church only five 
weeks before the complaint was made against him. 
In the spring of the year he had been elected as- 
sessor of the town in which he lived (embracing a 
part of the village of Pinville), and was now serving 
his first year in that office. The charge against him 
was that on the — th day of August he had, to- 
gether with his associâtes, made oath to the assess- 
ment roU to the effect that they had estimated and 
set down the realestate describedonthe said roU at its 
f uU and true value, when iji truth and in f act the said 
values as set down and sworn to by them were only one- 
f ourth of the fuU and true values of said real estate ; 
and the complaint alleged that this was done wilfuUy 
and in violation of the law of the land and of thi 
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constitution of the Ohurch. The complaint was 
drawn ont at considérable lengtli, with phraseology 
similar to a criminal indictment, but I bave given 
above tbe boiled-down substance of it. 

TJie défendant employed légal counsel in bis dé- 
fense, and numerous quirks and twists were made- 
with the évident intention of having tlie décision turn 
on something else than the bare merits. The proof 
was very positive in f avor of the prosecution, and the 
complaint seemed, to the non-professional eye, to be 
sustained by the évidence. In fact, it was hardly 
denied by the défendant that the value of the real 
estate as estimated by the assessors was exactly four 
times as great as the values thereof as set down in 
the assessment roU which was sworn to by them in 
due form. After the évidence was ail in on both 
sides, the prosecutor and the counsel for the défend- 
ant made arguments before the committee ; but, as 
the points made were substantially repeated before 
the whole body of the Church after the committee 
had reported, I will not consume space by detailing 
what took place before the committee. 

On the coming in of the committee's report (which 
was, in effect, to find the défendant guilty of the 
offense charged, and to recommend him to mercy), 
and the considération of the subject by the business 
meeting, the défense was in substance this: The 
statu te prescribing the form of oath was read and 
also the oath as taken (both exactly alike), the 
material portion being as foUows : " We do severally 
swear that we hâve set down in the f oregoing assess- 
ment roll ail the real estate situated in the town of 
according to our best information, and that 



ABGUMENT FOR DEFENDANT. 14T 

we have estimated the yalue of the said real estate 
at the sums wliich a majority of tho assossors hâve 
decided to be the full and tme value thcreof, c»iid ai 
which they would appraise the same in payment of a 
just debt due from a solvent debtor." The defend- 
ant's counsel argued from this that the défendant 
h ad not yîolated the law, for tho assessorc had duly 
estimated the land at its full value, but they had not 
sworn, and the law did not requiro them to swear, 
that they had set down the full value in the assess- 
ment roU ; that if the défendant had becn guilty of 
any offense, it certainly iras not perjury ; that, even 
admitting that the law-makers had failed to express 
their intention in the stûtute abovo quoted, and if 
the défendant had committed a technical offense 
against the spirit of the Iciw, yot his conduct was 
justified by the uniform practice of ail the assessors 
in the State ; that he (counsel) had known town as- 
sessors to assess real estate at only one-sixth of its 
true value — they estimated the value ail right, but 
they didn't set it down as estimated ; that by com- 
mon consent this was not considered to be a viola- 
tion of the law ; that if the law meant anything 
différent from the universal practice, it had become 
a dead letter; that the people, who were higher 
than the law, did not wish to hâve this law inter- 
preted or practiced differently from the way the 
défendant had done; that one community was 
obliged to undervalue its taxable property in self- 
defense, because if one town standing alone assessed 
at the full value while ail others divided the true 
value by four, then that single town would hâve to 
pay just four times its fair share of the common 
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burden, thus receiving a severe punishment in re- 
turn for its vîrtuous endeavors ; and, lastly, that tlio 
défendant was new at the business, had not carefully 
studied the law, and simply did as Iiis older asso- 
ciâtes did, without any intent to do any wrong, and 
as a wrong intent is the essence of every ofiense, 
without that wrong intent the défendant could not 
be found guilty, and should therefore be acquitted. 

The prosecutor read another portion of the law, 
preceding the form of oath given above, which com- 
mends the assessors to set down in the assessment 
roU ail land at its fuU value ; and lie argued at con- 
sidérable length that the défendant had not only 
violated the spirit, but the plain letter, of the law; 
that he had commifcted a crime for which he might 
be indicted by a grand jury, and that, if so indicted, 
his pleas of ignorance, universal practice, common 
consent, dead letter, etc., etc., would avail him noth- 
ing. The prosecutor wound up his argument with 
the statement that ail his sympathies were with the 
défendant ; that it was known of ail men that this 
law relating to the assessed valuation of taxable 
property had been systematically disregarded and 
violated for a great many years by ail, or nearly ail, 
the assessors in the State; yet theîr conduct was 
none the less criminal, and it would be very absurd, 
indeed, for any tribunal, religions or secular, to 
hold that a wilful violator of the law is not a crimi- 
nal if he can prove that a good many other people 
are just as guilty as he is. He added that the proof 
and the law were plain, and that no défense had 
been made or suggested that would stand for a 
single moment in a court of law. 
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As soon as tlie défendantes counsel had finished 
liis brief rejoinder to the argument of the prose- 
cutor, ail eyes were turned toward Uncle Job, wlio 
was presiding, and after a moment's pause Lo spoke 
substantially as foUows, keeping his seat : 

Sawyeb. I hâve been most deeply pained by this 
wliole proceeding from the moment wben my atten- 
tion was first called to the défendantes conduct 
which we are considering. I can not lielp thinking 
that, whatever he may hâve thought of the law, he 
certainly must hâve forgotten his try-square. I am 
especially sorry that anything of the kind should 
hâve happened so early in our history ; but the façts 
being.as tliey are it is our duty to look them squarely 
in the face, and to make such décision in the 
premises as honest, unbiased men and women 
ought to make. Care should be taken by ail not to 
allow any feeling of sympathy, or its opposite, to 
hâve any influence upon our minds, and above ail, 
let us not make the mistake so often made in church 
trials, of acquitting the défendant for fear that a 
contrary verdict will bring disgrâce upon the church. 
Of ail places in the world a church is the last that 
ought to be employed to cover tip sin. Far better 
to let it be known to the world that sinners do 
sometimes creep into the church than to furnish 
proof that when once admitted they will be shielded 
from exposure by the whole power of the church. 

The law, which it is charged has been violated by 
the défendant, was intended by the law-makers to 
secure an equal and exact distribution among the 
taxpayers of the burdens of govemment in propor- 
tion to the value of the property owned by each, and 
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if lionestly and faithfuUy executed, it would corne as 
near meeting tlie design of the legislMors as any 
scheme tliat human beings are likely to invent ; but; 
if tlie law is persistently and systematically disre- 
garded and trampled upon by ail the officers chargcd 
with its exécution, the aims of the law-makers to do 
justice to ail ^like corne to naught, and the taxes are 
imposed by a sort of lottery in which the drawings 
aro^ controUed by a set of wilful law-breakers. Thero 
is no fair way, no honest way, no just way, to do 
this business, except to strictly foUow the law in 
letter and in spirit. 

A point has been made hère that the défendant has 
not committed the crime of perjury, and I am almost 
inclined to believe that under the strict rules of in- 
terpreting pénal statutes, the défendant could not be 
convicted of that crime before a common law jury, 
although I am perfectly satisfied that the framers of 
the form of oath prescribed for the assessors intended 
that such a case as this should constitute the crime 
of perjury ; but, in order to hâve freed the case from 
ail doubt, the words and set doion should hâve been 
inserted in the oath immediately after the word -esti- 
mated. Criminal courts always givo the défendant 
the benefit ofvevery reasonable doubt, either of fact 
or law, and that may not be an unwise rule to adopt 
hère, taking care, of course, that a reasonable doubt 
be always carefuUy dîstinguished from an unreason- 
able and absurd one. But this case does not hinge 
on the question of perjury. The law, independent 
and outside of the prescribed oath, commands the as- 
sessors to setdown allreal estate at its full value, and 
that command was flagrantly violated by the défend- 
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ant, according to the undisputed évidence, and this 
was a crime at law, as well as a violation of tlie try- 
square rule which is incorporated into our constitu- 
tion. We cannot retain sncli a person in our mem- 
bership, even if we wished to do so, without injuring 
the church and every member of it ; and, therefore, 
obédience to the try-square rule requires us to expel 
the défendant. 

E.EP. At this point the défendant asked, and was 
granted, permission to make a personal statement. 
He frankly admitted that he had broken both the law 
of the land and of the Church, and, with tears roUing 
down his face, he begged earnestly and feelingly for 
mercy. He said he had resisted the other two as- 
sessors (who were old in the business) as long as he 
could ; that they said he was squeamish, was ône of 
the " goody-goodies," called him an old maid and an 
old granny, said he was too good for this world; 
that they showed him the old assessment roUs for 
years back, from which it appeared to be the regular 
custom to undervalue the real estate from fifty to 
seventy-five per cent.; that their persuasions and 
raillery at last overcame him and he reluctantly 
joined his associâtes in dçpmmitting the offense for 
which he was now on trial.' Hepleaded most fervently 
for some other measure of punishment than expul- 
sion. He said that expulsion from the Church would 
blast his réputation and his life. He was willing to 
submit to any kind of humiliation, except expulsion, 
which the meeting might see fit to subject him to. 

This speech produced a Very visible efifect upon the 
meeting. Most of the women had use for their hand- 
kerchiefs, and several of the men bowed their heads 
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and keptthem in that position for some time. There 
was dead silence for nearly two minutes after the de- 
fendant finished speaking, which was finally broken 

Sawyer. Tlie défendantes appeal bas moved my 
sympathies profonndly. But neither sympathies nor 
angry passions should be allowed to unhinge our 
minds from their proper equilibrium. We should 
not forget that the only défense there is in this case 
is the old, old one dating back to Adam's time. 
Adam said, "The woman gave me and I did eat," 
and Eve tried to screen herself by saying that a snake 
had beguiled her. The défense did not succeed in 
that early day, and I think it ought not to succeed 
now. I can see no other wav but that the défendant 
must be expelled. If, in a year's time, he " shows 
Works meet for repentance," that is, if he has firm- 
ness enough to adhère to the law in the next year's 
assessment, and should continue, in other respects, 
to be as good a man as I believe him to be, I shall 
be in f avor of readmitting him into the Church ; but 
at présent I think he should be unconditionàlly ex- 
pelled. I hâve said ail that I feel called upon to say, 
and I think now that we who hâve no vote on this 
question should withdraw and leave the others to 
deliberate and décide this question unembarrassed 
and uninfluenced by our présence. I see that the 
constitution and by-laws are silent on that point, 
and a motion may be necessary, unless the sugges- 
tion is acted upon by common consent. 

The Prosecutor. The constitution and* by-laws do 
not deprive anybody of the right to vote excepting 
the pastor. It would seem to be manifestly im- 
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proper for the défendant to vote on thé question of 
his own expulsion, and certainly it would be a very 
délicate matter for the prosecùtor to prosecute a man 
efficiently and then endeavor to vote impartially on 
the same question. Then there are the committee, 
who hâve acted somewhat the part pf grand jurors — 
can they truly be called impartial after having once 
pronounced their opinion ? 

Eep. The resuit of the discussion was that a new 
by-law was adopted which excluded from voting the 
prosecùtor, the défendant (and his counsel if a mem- 
ber), and the committee. After the non-voters had 
retired, the meeting remained in secret session just 
three-quarters of an hour, when the doors were 
opened and their unanimous décision expelling the 
défendant was announced. It was explained on in- 
quiry that some half-dozen were in favor of a less 
severe punishment, and that nearly ail the time that 
the meeting was in secret session was consumed in 
the effort to make the verdict unanimous. 

The other complaint was against Mr. Spalpo for 
attempting, by subterfuge, if not by downright per- 
jury, to escape his fair and just proportion of the 
burden of taxation on his personal estate. Mr. 
Spalpo was an old résident of excellent repute who 
about two years previously had received a cash 
legacy of ten thousand dollars. It seems the asses- 
sors had a rule to assess every man for one-half of 
the Personal property they believed he had, while 
they were putting down real estate at one-fourth ils 
value, and in accordance with this rule they had 
assessed Mr. Spalpo for five thousand dollars of 
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Personal estate thô year previous to the complaînt. 
He paid Lis tax on that assessment with many 
grimaces, because many of his neigbbors, who he be- 
lieved were worth much more in personal property 
than he was, were not assessed for personal property 
at ail. In bis efforts to find ont how they managed 
to escape he questioned his banker, who told him 
that some escaped by point-blank perjnvy, and that 
others invested their surplus in government bonds, 
which were not taxable. Mr. Spalpo told the banker 
that he couldn't think of resorting to the first alter- 
native, and that he very much disliked to pay the 
enormous premium on government bonds, to say 
nothing of tho reduced rate of interest that the 
bonds would draw. The banker finally said, in sub- 
, stance, " There is a way of investing in government 
bond? sometimes practiced which may answer your 
purpose and yet not be open to the objections you 
nrge/' and the banker proceeded, at Mr. Spalpo's 
request, to explain how ît was done. Banks, he 
said, were always dealing in government bonds, and 
would receive any man's order at any time for any 
amount. He said if a man should corne to him just 
béfore the assessors begin their annual activity, and 
should order, say, five thousand dollars' worth of 
governments, givîng a peculiar wink, and wanting to 
give his unindorsed note for the whole amount of 
bonds ordered, he (the banker) would understand 
him perfectly, and would say something like this : 
"Ail right. We hâve the bonds already in stock, 
and we will transfer them to you, but we shall be 
compelled to hold them in the bank as collatéral 
security to your note until the note is paid." Tou 
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see, continued the banker, the bonds are jours, and 
tliey are not taxable, and, besides that, you owe a 
debt of five thousand dollars which will offset an 
equal amount of otlier personal property that would 
be taxable^ but for the debt In this way you can go 
before the assessors and swear off your assessment 
for Personal estate with a perfectly clean conscience, 
and after you hâve passed that ordeal you can corne 
to the bank and take up.your note by transferring 
the bonds back to us, and the whole thing will not 
need to cost you a single cent, as our trouble will be 
paid for by tho ordinary business we are doing for, 
you. To make a long story short, Mr. Spalpo acted 
upon the plan pointed ont by the cunning banker, 
swore off his entire assessment for personal prop- 
erty, and was consequently arraigned before the 
church for malfeasance as previously stated. Such 
proof was made on the trial that the meeting, as 
well as the committee, were satisfied, and decided 
that Mr. Spalpo never in fact owned any govern- 
ment bonds ; that he never ordered any in good 
faith, nor had any genuine intention of buying cr 
ordering any ; that his note at the bank never in 
fact had any légal inception so as to create any debt 
or lip.bility against Mr. Spalpo, and that thé whole 
pretended transaction was a gross fraud wilfully 
perpetrated by the défendant for the purpose of 
compelling his fellow-citizens to bear the share of 
the public burden which, under the law, should hâve 
been borne by himself. ^ 

Mr. Spalpo made a very vigorous défense — or it 
would be nearer to the truth to say that he flopped 
around about as energetically as a fish in a net — but 
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in spite of ail his efforts the net continued to close 
round him until every chance for escape was eut off. 
He offered to give the names of twentj members of 
orthodox churches who had escaped taxation for 
years by the same device that he had endeavored to 
take advantage of, and whîch had been pronounced 
lawful and proper by the highest judicial authority 
in the State. He denied that he was attempting to 
évade the payment of his just share of the taxes, but 
he claimed that when the assessors put down real 
estate at ône-fourth of its value, and put down one- 
half of ail Personal estate, the effect was to make the 
Personal property stand just double its fair propor- 
tion of taxation, and he thought when the officers of 
the law were pursuing a man in that way unlawfully 
that the person pursued had the right to resort to 
any kind of stratagem in self-defense. He further 
said, in tones tinged with sarcasm, that while tliis 
Churct was holding itself ont to be the exponent of a 
practical religion, yet it had set its standards so high 
that. conduct which lias heretofore passed f or good 
Christian behavior was hère reckoned criminal, and 
ground for dismissal from the Church. He said that 
church discipline should take into account the fact 
that human nature is weak and sinful, and that the 
penalties should be very light, or remitted alto- 
gether, in ail cases of great temptation. 

Sawyer. There is no défense in this case in either 
equity or morals. In fact, I feel as though the 
original offense had been aggravated by some of the 
defendant's language, manners, and conduct during 
the trial. I hardly understood what he meant when 
he offered to give the names of members of orthodox 
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cliurches who liad commifcted more offenses than lie 
had, and still retained their standing in church ; but 
when he scornfuUy told us that our standards were 
too high, and that our punishments sliould be regu- 
lated especially for the accommodation of those most 
prone to sin, then it seemed to me that he was cast- 
ing ridicule at us, and was trying in that way to 
cause us to forget the merits of this case, and to dé- 
cide it in his favor in order to save ourselves from 
ridicule. Now, it is nothing to us at présent how 
many scoundrels other churches see fit to retain in 
their membership, nor havê we anything to do with 
the standards of other churches. So far as this case 
is concerned, our standard is no higher than the law 
of the land ought to be, and certainly it will hardly 
be claimed that such law-makers as we hâve are 
likely to erect too high a moral standard. I hâve 
given some attention during the progress of this 
case to a décision of our Court of Appeals, which 
holds that such a device as Mr. Spalpo has resorted 
to is not unlawful, even if done for the express pur- 
pose of escaping taxation. But we are not bound 
hère by the décision of courts, especially when they 
are, as in the case referred to, manifestly unjust and 
contrary to equity and good morals. Most of the 
judges of our higher courts are wealthy men, and 
some of them, I am informed, pay very light taxes. 
I do not know that any of them make use of the 
government bond dodge ; but if they do, I can see 
how they might be interested in having such a trans- 
action pronounced lawful. What the judges décide, 
whether right or wrong, becomes the law for ail pf 
us, so far as concerns our dealings with the State, 
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But members of tliis Church must conform their 
couduct to the try-square, or be subjected to proper 
discipline. Tliis is by no means the only case where 
the try-square rule dififers from the law of the land. 
It would not be unlawful for me to go into the street 
and proclaim to ail I meet that my friend, Mr. 
Jonas, is a great liar and whoUy unworthy of belief, or 
that I had caught him in the very act of coinmitting 
adultery ; yet if I should tell either of thèse things, 
I would myself be a great liar, and would deserve to 
be, and doubtless would be, unceremoniously kicked 
out of the Church. Thêre is force in Mr. Spalpo's 
remarks about unequal assessment of real and per- 
sonal property,but his true remedy for that does not 
lie in an act which only increases as to others the 
injury done by the officers, but rather in the oppo- 
site direction, namely, by making every lawful 
effort in his power to compel the officers to perform 
their duties as the law prescribes. One of the ex- 
cuses given by the assessors for violating the law is 
that the people do not wish to hâve the law strictly 
executed. Now, suppose our friend Spalpo and his 
twenty brethren who are, like himself, dodging to 
escape assessment on their personal property, should 
unité in a determined effort to compel the assessors 
to obey the law, who doubts their ability to accom- 
plish their purpose ? If an assessor should be made 
to feel that the people looked upon him as a crimi- 
nal as he walks the streets, he would very quickly 
mend his ways. Twenty men can do a great deal, if 
they try to, toward creating a wholesome public 
sentiment, and to do so is, I think, one of the first 
and highest duties 61 citizenship. The défendant 
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said something about self-defense which may appear 
to some to be more weighty than it really is. I sball 
not deny that it is sometiines proper for a person to 
strike back in self-defense, provided always that be 
strikes atbis assailant, and is careful to injure nobody 
olse ; but in this case the défendant makes no effort 
to strike back at the officer who, he allèges, bas in- 
jured him, but he undertakes to défend himself by 
striking at innocent third parties, and letting the 
offending officer go unpunished. It does not take a 
philosopher to décide that this is highly unjust and 
wrong. 

One word more as to the défendantes sarcasm about 
our too high standard. Our standard is based 
* scjuarely and simply on the question of right and 
wrong, as determined by the try-square, and if there 
are any human beings so base that they cannot re- 
strain themselves from doing wrong, then I hold it 
to be the duty of society to restrain them by impos- 
ing upon them such penalties as may be found nec- 
essary for the purpose ; and the church ought to be 
the great head and leader of society in this as well 
as in every other reformatory work. If rules are to 
be obeyed only by the good, and to be broken with 
impunity by the bad, as the défendant would seem 
to think ought to be the case, then the rules only 
serve to give bad people an unfair advantage over 
good ones, and rather than that this should be so it 
would be better to abolish ail rules and give well- 
disposed people an equal chance in the world with 
the ill-disposed. But the vicions would be the first 
to object to this last proposition, for it would very 
soon put them under the influence of a healthy fear 
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of Judge Lynch. The duty of a good citizen is not 
done by simply obeying the law on his own part ; 
but he should strive to hâve his fellow-citizens obey 
also, and this îs best done by creating and maintain- 
ing a Sound and healthy public opinion in support of 
the law. The law will never be lived up to or en- 
forced when public opinion is in a demoralized con- 
dition. One of the objects of this Church is to 
teach men how to be good citizens, and it now has 
an excellent opportunity to give a lesson, with that 
object in view, by expelling this défendant, and I 
sincerely hope that the opportunity will not be al- 
lowed to be lost. 

ErEr. Mr. Spalpo was expelled by a unanimous 
vote of the meeting, and there seemed to be no syiù- 
pathy manifested in his behalf, which was owing, 
doubtless, to the position of défiant eflfrontery as- 
Bumed by him during his triai 
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MORAL PROBLEMS — THE QUESTION OF RETURNING GOOD 
FOR EVIL — MORE ABOUT ELECTIONS. 

The usual tîme and place for tlie regular Sunday 
sermon. 

Sawyer. Our mutual friend, Gustavus Nash, asks 
whether strict obédience to thô try-square rule will 
require him, when smitten on one cheek, to tufn the 
other also ; or to feike an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth. I imagine that my friend smiled ail over 
his person when he wrote that little note, and I also 
imagine that he sits back there now laughing in his 
sleeve. Nevertheless I shall undertake to answer 
his question as seriously as I can. Above ail else, a 
man ought to hold absolute and complète mastery 
over his own spirit at ail times ; and if he succeeds 
in that, his honest judgment at the moment when as- 
sailed will generally dictate the proper treatment. 
There are some persons who can always be instantly 
conquered by returning good for evil ; but there are 
others who would thrive on that treatment, and 
would continue to requite your kindness with un- 
kindness just as long as your meekness held out. 
This is perhaps only another way of saying that cîr- 
cumstances alter cases. In the former case I would 
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advise turning the other cheek, but in tlie latter case 
I would waste no sweetness on the désert air. The 
old Quaker must hâve been dealing with the latter 
kind of person, of whom he wrote to his wife, ac- 
cording to the poet, as foUows : 

" Thee knows I cultivate the peaceful habit of our sect, 

But this maii*s conduct' wrought on me a singular effect ; 

For when he slapped my broad-brim off, and asked, * How*s that 

forhighr 
It roused the Adam in me, and I smote him hip and thigh." 

I can not, however, bring mjself to the point of 
advising any man, under any conceivable circum- 
stances, to undertake the punishment of his adver- 
sary, by violent means, at least. " Vengeance is 
mine, saith the Lord," is a saying of the Bible, 
which, being interpreted for practical use, means 
that punishment for ail offenses should be laid on by 
the government — by society in its aggregate form, 
instead of by individuals — and I think the doctrine 
is correct. 

Another note asks why we didn't call our society 
the Church of Practical Ghristianity instead of 
Church of Practical Religion, It seems to me that I 
hâve heretofore answered that question at least 
once ; but I will say again, in brief, that Ghristianity 
is sedarian, while we are Tion-sectarian, and we hope 
never to become otherwise. It is not our intention 
to add another sect to the thousands already in ex- 
istence ; but, on the contrary, we hâve laid our 
foundation as broad as humanity, in the hope of 
eventually swallowing up and obliterating ail sects. 

A woman writes this :• " You do not seem to know 
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that your Church, as you call it, utterly lacks real, 
genuine religion. I do not deny that you are a very 
moral people^ and your standards of conduct are ail 
right as far as they go ; but religion, to one who 
knows what it is, is just as distinct from simple 
morality as light is distinct from darkness. Morality 
only concerns one's outward or physical conduct, 
"while religion concerns the soûl alone. There are 
many différences, perfectly plain to the initiated, but 
perhaps the plainest of ail is that longing, that inef- 
fable yearning af ter God which true religion breathes 
înto one's soûl, but which the simple moralist never 
feels, and therefore cannot understand. Although 
morality ought to, and usually does, underlie religion 
as a f oundation, yet it f orms no part of religion itself ; 
but it ends at the point where religion begins." 

Now I haven't the least désire in the world to 
combat a single word that this good woman has 
written. If it is as she says, I say amen to it. Let 
ail who can get hold of what she calls genuine relig- 
ion enjoy it to the utmost ; but we poor créatures, 
who know nothing better than practical religion, 
ought certainly to be allowed to get what little com- 
fort we can out of it without being taunted ail the 
while by those who think themselves more fortunate. 

I hâve noticed another différence between morality 
and religion not mentioned by our correspondent, 
and that ig that when one has the kind of religion 
she describes — and has it real bad — he generally 
wants to compel everybody else, at the point of the 
bayonet, to get it too. But I don't wish to make 
light of, nor to criticise harshly, any communications 
made in good faith, as this apparently was. I want 
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to encourage, rather than discourage, every thinking 
person to bring forward his notions liere, and thus 
make food for thought in the rest of us. I think I 
must, however, call attention to one point in this 
letter. The idea is clearly expressed that morality 
is not religion, and that religion is something entirely 
différent and distinct from morality. It f ollows, then, 
inevitably, that religion mav exist separate from and 
independent of moraUty. ' I never supposed this 
could be so, and I am very sure it is not so with what 
I call true religion ; but there must be something in 
it, for it seems, from the newspapers, that the con- 
victs in the state prisons are clamoring for freedom 
of worship. The religion thèse convicts enjoy must 
certainly be something différent from morality. And 
I hâve seen many people outside of state prison who 
f ell far short of being moral persons according to my 
standard, who yet professed, and seemed to enjoy, 
what they called religion. Now, I ask, in ail sincer- 
ity^ if the possession of that kind of religion is any 
crédit to a man or woman, either hère or hereafter. 
I hâve heard mercantile men say that the fact that a 
man belongs to a church neverweighs a feather with 
them in deciding whether to give him financial 
crédit. This is not as it should be ; and I fervently 
pray that the time will come, and that speedily, when 
the fact that a man is a member of the Church of 
Practical Eeligion will be a badge of the highest 
honor to* him wherever he goes, and entitle him, 
without security, to financial crédit for every dollar 
he asks for. I shall make no effort to possess my- 
self of any kind of religion that may be enjoyed on 
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an equal footing by tlie convict» in state prison and 
the saints in heaven. 

I read for our instruction to-day from the statute 
law and from tlie constitution of the state of New 
York. The statute is as follows : 

'* It shall not be lawful for any candidate for any élective office, 
with intent to promote Ms élection, or for any other person, with 
întent to promote the élection of any such candidate, either, 

*' 1. To provide or fumish entertainment at his expense, to any 
meeting of electors, préviens to, or during the élection at which he 
shall be a candidate ; or, 

** 2. To pay for, procure, or engage to pay for, any such enter- . 
tainment; or, 

** 3. To fumish any money or other property to any person for 
the purpose of being expended in procuring the attendance of 
votersat the poils; or, 

**4. To engage to pay any money, or deliver any property, or 
otherwise compensate any person for procuring the attendance of 
voters at the poils ; or, 

*'5. To contribute money for any other purpose intended to 
promote an élection of any particular person or ticket, except for 
defraying the expenses of printing, and the circulation of votes, 
handbills, and other papers préviens to any such élection, or for 
conveying sick, poor, or infirm electors to the poils." 

The constitution provides that every person who 
has been elected to any office, shall, before entering 
upon the duties of his office, make oath, among other 
things as follows : 

''Audldofurther solemnly swear that I hâve not directly or 
îndirectly paid, offered or promised to pay, conlributed, or offered 
or promised to contribute, any money or other valuable tning as a 
considération or reward for the giving or withholding a vote at the 
élection at which I was elected to said office, and havo not made 
any promise to influence the giving or withholding tmy such vote." 
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promoting the élection of some person or ticket, and 
when it is so spent for any purpose not embraced 
within the exception I hâve just repeated, it is used 
unlawfvllyy and the person who uses it, or contributes 
it, for siich nnlawful purpose, is a crîminal — a rank 
offender against the safeguards erected by our f athers 
for the préservation of that freedom which they had 
purchased for us by their valor and with their blood. 

I believe that very many who use money unlaw- 
fully would not do so if they knew exactly what the 
law is. They hâve, perhaps, heard that it is unlaw- 
ful to buy votes, and so long as they avoid the very 
act of bribing a voter, they seem to think they are 
doing no wrong. I am determined, therefore, to do 
my part toward teaching them the law, so that here- 
after those who hear me preach shall sin, if at ail, in 
the face of fuU light and knowledge. I of ten think 
that if the pulpit generally would pay less attention 
to the laws and customs of the ancient Jews, and 
more attention to the laws of the land in which they 
live, the world would be the better for it. 

Again, it may be said that the law-abiding portion 
of the community has a very vague and faint con- 
ception of the awful extent to which the élection laws 
are violated in almost every élection, and even in 
town meetings and the charter élections in cities and 
villages ; and for that reason, as well as for the pur- 
poses of illustration, I shall dévote the remainder of 
my remarks on this occasion to the giving of brief 
outlines of a few of the many ways in which money 
is corruptly used to cheat a liberty-loving people out 
of their supposed héritage of freedom. 

You will observe that the law makes no provision 
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for payîng public speakers, nor for conveying them 
from point to point where they' are to speak. I can 
not help thinking that this was an oversight in the 
law-makers ; for it seems to me to be just as proper, 
in a moral* point of view, to pay for information 
through the médium of public addresses by learned 
and éloquent speakers, as by way of printed matter 
circulated either through the post-office or by man- 
ual delivery. But as the law stands, ail payments to 
political speakers for hira or for expenses, where the 
effort is to promote the élection of any person or 
ticket, are contrary to law. I think the law should 
be so amended as to render such expenses proper, 
for a law that nobody can see any justice in breeds 
contempt for ail law — the good as well as the bad. 

There is another respect in which I think this law 
could be made better. Suppose, for instance, that 
ÎBrother Nash and I are opposing candidates for a 
county office. He owns a horse and carriage and can 
drive about among his friends without expense, and 
I can not see that the law prohibits it. I hâve no 
conveyance of my own, but am accustomed to hire 
one as occasion requires ; but if I wish to hire one 
for the purpose of promoting mj élection, or even to 
promote the élection of another man, the law steps 
in and says that the spending of money for such ob- 
JGcts is unlawful. I think this prohibition might 
well be modified so as not to condemn such hiring 
as I hâve mentioned — and yet I believe such hiring, 
in this and ail similar cases, should not be permitted 
except for the personal use of the candidate, or per- 
son paying the money ; for otherwise this method 
might be employed as an indirect means of bribery. 
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Again, the law permits the unlimited use of money 
for the circulation of printed documents before the 
élection, without specifying how they shall be circu- 
lated. Therefore a candidate, or other person, may 
pay ont thousands of dollars to Q^TesLÔ. printed informa- 
tion among the people by messengers driving four- 
in-hand; but if the information to be conveyed is 
tvritten or oral^ it is unlawful to spend a cent for its 
distribution. And yet again, one may spend any 
amount of money in postage on printed matter, «but 
he is forbidden to use even a two-cent stamp on a 
private letter to a friend asking for his assistance in 
a political campaign. It does not require a philoso- 
pher to see that this is not as it should be. 

But the worst of this matter is that thèse laws are 
almost whoUy disregarded and violated, directly or 
indirectly, by nearly everybody who has anything to 
do with politics. Our élections hâve come to be 
but little better than auctions where votes and 
public offices are bought and sold in market 
overt. Very many of our best men, who would 
scorn to do an unlawful act themselves, in a direct 
manner, hâve, nevertheless, through their ambi- 
tion for political preferment, felt compelled to 
yield so far to the prevailing corruption as to fur-* 
nish the means of corruption while holding their 
heads high and pretending to know nôthing about it. 
One of the ways that thèse men manage is by paying 
their money to a œmmittee, who take upon themselves 
the gênerai control of the campaign. There are in 
every town a number of political prostitutes, about 
equally divided between the two great parties, and 
from thèse are generally selected the committeea 
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who are expected to do tlie dirty work of the cam- 
paign, and to employ others, equally as Tile as them- 
selves, to assis t tliem. The first thing the commit- 
tees do is to assess each of the candidates to the 
extrême point of endurance, and in fixing the amount 
of the assessment the committees are seldom gov- 
emed by the size of the candidate's anticipated sal- 
ary, but rather by his ability to pay ; and woe to the 
candidate who growls at the assessment or refuses to 
pay it, for ail the assistance he will receive from the 
prostitutes af ter that will be of the left-handed kind. 

The amount of money sometimes raised by thèse 
committees is enormous — absolutely monstrous — and 
outsiders who sometimes get an inkling of the im- 
mensity of the sums raised wonder what uses are 
made of it. The aggregate paid for the purchase of 
voters at the poils is large ; but it requires a very 
much larger sum to satisfy the prostitutes. 

Perhaps I ought to give a little better définition of 
what I hâve designated a political prostitute, although 
many of you understand my meaning perfectly, and 
doubtless hâve in mind, at this moment, one or more 
of those persons whose very names, if spoken hère, 
would be a better définition than words can make. 
Thèse men hâve no principles; or, at least, none 
that they will ^not sell for a sufficient consiaeration. 
Some claim to be Democrats, some Eepublicans, and 
occasionally one will parade under the banner of the 
Prohibitionists, or the so-called Labor Reformers. 
Ail of them claim to control a greater or lesser por- 
tion of the party to which they hâve attached them- 
selves, or perhaps they will only claim to control a 
certain number of votes in a particular locality. 
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They are ail pretty active in political matters, when 
well paid for their work, but none of them will do any- 
thing, even for the party to which they claiin to be- 
long, without money. When the time cômes for a cam- 
paign to open, thèse prostitutes — the whole of them 
alike — stand and wait to be "secw," as they call it, by 
the candidates or committees ; and if they are not 
^'seen " qnite so early as they think their importance 
deserves, they begin to growl, and criticise their 
party leaders and perhaps the candidates also. This 
growling and criticising is done for the purpose of 
bringing the candidates or committees " to tîme.^' If 
a candidate approaches one of them, he will find, 
af ter a caref ul pumping, that nothing but a considér- 
able sum of money will sweeten the prostitute's dis- 
position. If the candidate objects to such a trans- 
action as illégal and cri minai, the prostitute is fuU of 
resources, and will propose half a dozen différent 
ways, in less than a minute, in which he thinks it 
may be done without violating the law. I heard of a 
case not long ago where the prostitute suggested to 
a sensitive candidate to leave a certain sum of money 
in a particular place at a particular time, where, of 
course, the prostitute could find it and take it. 
Sometimes the prostitute will propose to sell the 
candidate a worthless bit of property, or to per- 
form some trifling service, at an enormous price, or 
even to borrow the sum required, with the tacit un- 
derstanding that the money is to be used for polit- 
ical purposes. It is needless to say that any such 
device is no évasion of the law, but a direct violation 
of it, and the successf ul candidate who takes the con- 
stitutional oath of office, after paying money to thèse 
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prostituies, under any conceîvable form of cunning 
device, commits wilful and corrupt perjury. It is 
also needless to saj, in this commnnity, that not one 
man in fifty who consents to run for office has snffi- 
ciont strength of oharacter to unyieldingly resist the 
importunities and threats of thèse nnspeakable 
scoundrels that I hâve called prostitutes only be- 
cause it would be impolite to speak their right 
name. 

Sometimes — once in a long time — a candidate will 
stubbomly refuse to be bled, and then tbe prosti- 
tutes, individually and coUeotively, " kick " against 
him. If it happens, as it sometimes does, that 
opposing candidates for a particular office are 
equally upright and stubborn, then foUows a period 
of most awful sulkiness in the camp of the prosti- 
tutes. But it is the especial delight of the prosti- 
tutes (and they usually exercise themselves to that 
end) to hâve both of the leading political parties 
nominate candidates who hâve money and are will- 
ing to use it to promote their élection, for at such 
times ail of the prostitutes can find congenial 
employment at remunerative wages. 

Some of thèse prostitutes hâve of late been assum- 
ing a sort of profeainoncd attitude. That is to say, 
suppose one of them to claim membership with the 
Republicans, yet he advertises liis professional ser- 
vices as for sale to the party or candidate oflfering 
the most advantageous terms. Tou will-frequently 
find him working and talking zealously for the 
Democrats while solemnly protesting that he is a 
Eepublican, and pledging himself to cast his per- 
sonal vote for the Eepublican candidates; but I 
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never liave any f aith in thèse professions. They aro 
false pretences made for the purpose of keeping np 
a pretended connection with some political organi- 
zation ; for you may dépend npon it that the candi- 
date or,, committee who bargained for his services 
bought his vote also. 

Aside from their services in the act of buying ' 
votes, thèse prostitutes hâve very little influence in 
political aflfairs after their tme characters become 
generally known in the commnnities where they 
operate. There are, to be snre, a few ninnyhammers 
in ail neighborhoods who are likely to mistake the 
endless and noisy effusions of interested wiiid reeled 
off by thèse prostitutes as expressions of publie 
sentiment ; but solid, well-informed people will not 
be long in ciphering out the fuU value of ail that 
escapes from one of thèse whifced sepuLchers. 
. There is still another class of base beings that I 
hâve no name for, who are, in my estimation, no 
better, morally speaking, than the prostitutes whom 
I hâve attempted partly to describe. The base be- 
ings to whom I allude will resort to ail the artifices 
to get money from candidates and committees that 
are employed by the prostitutes for the same pur- 
pose; but the former lack the activity, enterprise, 
and courage of the latter. There appear to be about 
as many of thèse base beings as there are of prosti- 
tutes in every community, and they also, like the 
prostitutes, belong, or claim to belong, in about 
equal numbers, to one or the other of the great 
political parties ; but they are not so easily detected 
and understood as the prostitutes are by people who 
are not conversant with the workings of the political 
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machine. I hâve one in my mind's eye whom I will 
partially describe, though I deem it best at présent 
to withhold his name and résidence. He is a 
middle-aged man, head of a family, a farmer living 
on his farm, is esteemed wealthy by his neighbors, 
is a deacon and teacher of a Bible class in a Chris- 
tian church, and is looked up to by* many of his 
acquaintances as a model to be patterned after, with 
perhaps the one exception that he is rather more 
miserly than is désirable. Notwithstanding his 
penuriousness his name generally heads the lists of 
subscribers in his locality for books or other articles 
sold by agents on subscription. I hâve been fuUy 
informed by several agents of their manner of deal- 
ing with this man. He probably ne ver paid full 
price for a book in his life, yet he owns a fair library 
of expensive books. The agents know that his name 
on their lists will help them to sell to others in that 
town, and so they Mbe him to subscribe. Some 
agents hâve given him the article or book outright 
in exchange for his signature. Others manage to 
make him pay a little cash in addition to signing his 
name ; and others again hâve found it impossible to 
get his signature to their list without actually pay- 
ing him money for it. This is a digression, but it 
seemed necessary in order to give an accurate pict- 
ure of the base being I am attempting to describe. 
During every political campaign this style of man 
invariably goes to the committee or candidates of 
his party (and perhaps to both and ail), asking for 
money — from ten dollars upward, according to the 
magnitude of the interests involved in the élection. 
He generally claims to control about twenty-five 
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votes, and he intimâtes tliat tlie money is to be paid 
to tlie voters; but the wily politicians understand 
perfectly that whatever money they let him hâve 
will go into his own pocket and stay there, and so 
they usually manage to put him off with less than he 
demands ; but yet they hâve to give him sometlting to 
prevent whatever influence he has from being exerted 
against them. His neighbors seldom know that the 
political opinions which this man expresses to them 
in measured and sanctimonious tones hâve been 
made what they are, or continued so, by the corrupt 
use of money. This class of political blood-suckers 
seems to be increasing from yeàr to year to an 
alarming extent. It will be found that most of them 
are flint-skinners, and having found ont that there is 
money in politics, their inordinate greed and désire 
fôr gain send them after it just as naturally as a 
crow goes for carrion. The politicians regard thèse 
base beings as " bell-wethers," so to speak — leaders 
of their respective flocks — and it is for that reason 
that they regard it as expédient to buy their good- 
will. 

It would, perhàps, be unjust to this class if I failed 
to add that they are generally (as are also some 
of the prostitutes), when they ask for, or receive, 
money, careful to asseverate over and over again 
that their individual action will not be influenced by 
the money ; that their zeal in the desired direction 
is too great to need any stimulus, and that they want 
the money to add scope for their zeal and to enlarge 
their field of usefulness. The persons who pay the 
money, however, are seldom deceived by thèse pro- 
testations, but accept them at their true market value. 
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What shall be said regarding the misérable, aban- 
doned, shameless wretches who sell their votes for 
the paltry dollar or two wliicli is paid them by tlie 
prostitutes ? I shall not undertake to describe them, 
for you know tliem too well already. Most of them 
are both poor and ignorant ; but I firmly believe that 
nîne-tenths of them could be reformed, and the 
yonng deterred from swelling their ranks, if Church. 
school, and enlightened public opinion should ail 
combine and exert themselves energetically to edu- 
cate ands/iame them outof the low mental and moral 
estate into which they hâve fallen. 

I hâve thus far only mentioned the men who ah- 
8orh the political corruption funds, and I hâve yet to 
speak of those who contribute money for unlawful use. 
I must eut short the remainder of my remarks at 
this time, as I find I hâve already nearly reached my 
usual limit of time. The men who furnish the funds 
are the corrupters of ail the other classes of which I 
hâve spoken, and they are the chief persons aimed 
at in the pénal statutes on the subject; and yet most 
of them, when you can get at them to talk frankly 
with them, profess to be profoundly disgusted with 
the whole business, and express hearty wishes that 
the moneyed men of ail parties would combine to 
suppress ail demoralizing practices in political work ; 
but they contend that until such reformation comes 
to pass they must continue to supply blood for the 
blood-suckers or abandon politics altogether — and 
so it goes from bad to worse, and where or when it 
will stop can not be foretold. The public mind 
seems to be either thoroughly debauched, or in a 
state of sublime indifférence, on this subject. It is 
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said that Sodom was sunk for its wickedness, and 
whether we believe the story to be literally true or 
not does not matter, for we do know tlie logical fact 
tliat "the wages of sin is death;" and I warn my 
countrymen that unless a radical reform of thèse 
matters cornes speedily and effectively, the govern- 
ment which now seems so stable and so admirably 
perfect will one day tnmble abont their ears in the 
twinkling of an eye, and chaos will reign again in 
the earth. I shall take an early occasion to refer to 
this snbject again ; but I feel that I cannot close 
thèse remarks withont mentioning by name a few of 
the most prominent oflfenders, so far as furnishing 
the means of corruption is concerned. I shall not at 
this time go beyond the bounds of our own county, 
but I shall be likely to enlarge my territory, and 
give a more complète catalogue, on future occa- 
sions. 

Most conspicuous of ail is General Humbug. Does 
anybody know how he acquired his military title ? 
It should be known of ail men who use their reason- 
ing powers, and put known facts together, that, in 
the palmy days of notorious Tweed, this Mr. Hum- 
bug was so close a friend of that arch thief and vile 
corruptionist that the latter intrusted to him a large 
sum of money, to be used for the purpose of over- 
turning the large majority which we had been accus- 
tomed to give in this county in opposition to the said 
Tweed and his villainous schemes. Tweed was re- 
nowned for good judgment in the sélection of his in- 
struments to do his damnable work, and the resuit 
of Mr. Humbug's agency showed that no exception 
had been made in his case. The élection that fol- 
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lowed was perhaps the most disgraceful that ever 
took place in this countj. The money was nearly 
ail on one side at that time, and so the prostitutes 
and the other base beings I hâve mentioned were 
nearly ail on that one side, as well as a large major- 
ity of the purchasable voters. Election officers 
were bribed to make false returns of the votes cast, 
and especial pains were taken to get money, by some 
pretense or other, into the hands of as many men as 
possible who were likely to be drawn as grand jurors. 
This was done to prevent outraged justice from fol- 
io wing the oflfenders with criminal prose entions ; for, 
nnder our System of pénal administration, no one can 
be punished for such offenses as we are now discuss- 
ing, nnless at least twelve members of a grand jury 
vote infavor of the prosecution. And, as supervisors 
of towns hâve the sélection of grand jurors, efforts 
were also made to corrupt as many supervisors as 
were susceptible thereof. After sending his agents 
with money and whisky to ail the other poUing- 
places in the county, on élection day, Mr. Humbug 
went personally, with a large sum of money and 
many bottles of whisky, to the polling-place in his 
own district, and there, during the whole day, he 
personally debauched, with money and with whisky, 
as many of the voters of his district as he could 
reach by such influences. Thèse facts were brought 
out under oath before a grand jury ; but no indict- 
ment was found, for reasons before explained. 
Through such agents and agencies as thèse, this 
county, and the State of New York, were carried in 
the interest of Tweed and the devil. The person 
chosen governor by thèse vile means chose Mr. Hum- 
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bug to be a brigadier gênerai on the govemor's mil- 
itary staff — an office which consists wliolly of the 
title, and was created expressly for the purpose of 
rewarding villains for villainous work — and thus it 
was that Mr. Humbug won the title of "gênerai," on 
a field where filth flowed instead of blood. I can never 
bear to call him " gênerai^'' nor to hear him so called ; 
for it always brings up unpleasant recollections, and 
it vnll seem to me that he can not feel very proud of 
a title so ignominiously wôn. In his case, I regard 
it as the very opposite of an honorable title. It 
should be said that not long after that inf^mous 
élection, Mr. Humbug was so completely shamed in 
public, by ono brave little man, for the conduct I 
hâve described, that he has never repeated it, so far 
as concerns his personal participation in the dirty 
work, and he has been known to express a wish that- 
such practices could be abandoned. I mention this 
last merely to show what a vast influence for good 
could be exerted if the people who privately con- 
demn thèse thîngs would denounce them from the 
house-tops ; and my object in naming thèse men 
hère is to endeavor to concentrate upon them, and 
their wickedness, the eyes and the scorn of ail décent 
people. But Mr. Humbug has not altogether re- 
formed, for he is an annual contributor to the filfchy 
pool from the abundance of which he is possessed. 
He claims that he can't stop it without having ail 
the prostitutes and base beings charge him wifch 
stinginess. Knowing what they do of him, they 
would laugh to scorn the suggestion that he was 
swayed by twinges of conscience. 
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Then there is the socalled Honorable Mr. Bottle. 
What right has lie to the title of honorable ? What 
Iionorable thing did he ever do in liis life that should 
entitle him to be thus dubbed ? I will tell you ail I 
know about it, and you can draw your own conclu- 
sions. For twenty years he had been a political 
prostitute of the meanest, most despicable pattern. 
He had held several local offices of minor importance 
which he purchased; but his principal occupation 
had been to assist other men to get office. At last, 
by the death of relatives, he fell heir to a considér- 
able property, and his ambition grew in proportion 
to the growth of his estate. He aspired to become 
a member of the State Législature. He did not care 
whether the people wanted him in that place or not ; 
but he deliberately bought the nomination first, and 
the élection afterwards, as everybody knows ; and 
since then, and for that sole reason, he is called the 
Honorable Mr. Bottle. Immediately after the auction 
at which he bought his title, I saw, with shame 
and indignation, members (and ministers, too) of 
Christian churches, who knew ail of the facts, rush 
to him with extended hands and beaming faces, call- 
ing him the Honorable Mr. Bottle, and congratulating 
him on his success at the auction, which they styled 
an élection. *'(> Judgment, thou art fled to brutish 
beasts, and men hâve lost their reason ! " 

I will be pardoned, perhaps, if I next mention the 
Honorable Mr. Puppet, which I do, not because I 
deem him of any spécial importance in himself, but 
because he fairly représenta a certain yariety or 
species to be met with ail over the country. When 
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we first made Lis acquaintance, a few years ago, lie 
had no visible means of support. He claimed to be 
a lawyer, but he had no practice, if we except some 
half-dozen cases, in each of which his conduct was , 
such that his clients charged him with selling out 
their interests. He was soon found to be a political 
prostitute, and he succeeded so well in that busi- 
ness that he soon became a "boss." Some people 
wondered how he managed to rise above his previous 
impecuniosity so suddenly, but it finally became 
settled that he was only one of General Humbug's 
tools. He still appeared to hâve no other occupa- 
tion than the dirty political work he occasionally 
performed for his owner. Whisky he indulged in 
at ail times, and gamblers and bad women were his 
principal associâtes. When General Humbug wished 
to control the aflfairs of this village he purchased' 
trusteeships for Mr. Puppet, and others like him; 
and other local offices were purchased by the gên- 
erai for this tool as his need or fancy dictated. At 
length a city millionaire took it into his head to buy 
an élection to the United States Senate, and after a 
conférence with General Humbug it was decided to 
send Mr. Puppet to the Législature, the said mill- 
ionaire agreeing to contribute largely towards his 
campaign expansés. Of course, Mr. Puppet was 
declared duly elected, and, of course, the HonoraMè 
Mr. Puppet cast his législative ballot for the said 
millionaire for the once honorable office of Senator 
in the Congress of the United States. The Honor-' 
able Mr. Puppet was returned to the Législature the 
succeeding- year by the same means first employed, 
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except that probably the said millionaire contrib- 
uted less to his élective expenses. Since he retired 
from the législature, Mr. Puppet lias had every ap- 
pearance of being posseased of considérable wealth. 
How heacquiréd it I do not know, but I hâve a 
decided opinion on the subject wliich need not be 
expressed at the présent time. The "gênerai" 
takes less interest in politics now than formerlj, 
and consequently has less use for his former tool, 
and so the latter has for some time past been enjoy- 
ing a sort of political Indian summer — paying slight 
attention to politics, assuming airs of great dignity, 
and endeavoring to worm himself into décent society. 
I am told that he contributes quite liberally every 
year to the corruption fund, but he does it in a quiet 
and mock-dignified manner quite unnatural to him 
according to our former understanding of his nature. 
Of late I hear that he is indulging an ambition to go 
to the State Senate. If tliis turns out to be true, 
you will soon hear his hireling prostitutes sounding 
his name, and praising his virtues and greatness 
throughout the length and breadth of this Sénatorial 
district. Of course, I shall do what little I can to 
compass his defeat ; but in the présent state of de- 
bauchery and indifférence of the public mind, I hâve 
little doubt that he will succeed if he makes a bold 
push. 

I must positively stop right hère and now, al- 
though there are a thousand things pressing upon 
my mind and seeking expression ; but I shall doubt- 
less hâve other occasions, if life lasts, when I can 
further illustrate this momentous subject. I will 
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only detaîn you now to express the hope and prayer 
of my lieart that the Church of Practical Religion, 
wherever its influence is felt, will exert that influ- 
ence powerfvRy for the correction of the mighty evils 
I hâve pointed at, and in so doing, in my judgment, 
we shall be performing one of the most atîceptable 
services in the vineyard of God. 



CHAPTEE XVI 

' MORE OP POLinCS— WHEN MONEY MAY BE LAWFULLY 

SPENT THEREIN — SOME REMEPIES SUGGESTED. 

Bep. From this point on I shall hâve to make np 
the chapters arbitrarily to a great extent, as in my 
work of condensation I am compelled to pick ont 
odd bits from hère and there, and arrange them 
witbout much regard to consistency or time. 

In his discourse immediately foUowing the one 
given in the last chapter — 

Sawyer. When I parted from you last Sunday I 
felt a keen sensé of shortcoming, for it seemed to 
me as if I had left untouched more points and illus- 
» trations of importance than I had succeeded in 
crowding into my remarks on that occasion, and I 
determined to make a further effort in the same 
direction to-day, adding many interesting détails to 
the biographical sketches I then outlined, besides 
drawing several new portraits of a number of other 
men who ought to be in the penitentiary for their 
crimes against free government. Since then, how- 
ever, I hâve been personally visited by no less than 
fifteen persons who implored me in the most piteous 
and supplicating tones and manner to forbear nam- 
in^ them, as thèy feared I would do. They unani- 
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mously and frankly admitted the entire trnth and 
justice of my remarks last Sunday in so far as tliey 
had been informed of what I then said, and they did 
not attempt to deny, nor even to extenuate, tlieir 
own crimiuality, nor did any of them beg for mercy 
on tlieir own accounts ; but each and ail prayed me 
to spare their innocent wives and children the pain 
and mortification of being publicly told what détest- 
able créatures they were cherishing as husbands and 
fathers. I was loth to grant their prayers, but as 
every one of them gave me his most solemn and 
apparently heartfelt pledge never to engage in or 
countenance such damnable work again in his life, I 
at length concluded that perhaps I had already 
accomplished in their cases ail the object I had ift 
view, and so I promised not to point them out 
specifically by name or otherwise, so long as their 
reformation appeared to be real and sincère, but at 
the same time I assured them, and I assure you, 
that on receipt of the first bit of solid évidence that 
any one of them has backslidden, he will hear from 
this place such thunder as I am able to command. 

Several well-meaniug men, as well as several not 
so well-meaning, hâve during the past week asked 
me if it was not lawful for a candidate or committee 
to employ and pay men to stand near the poils on 
élection day and distribute tickets to the voters. 
Several hâve stoutly contended that the law author- 
ized this to be done. I just as stoutly contended, 
and still contend, that the law expressly forbids and 
condemns such employment. I clinched my argu- 
ment with them by reading the law itself from the 
pondérons volume of statutes, and pointing out that 
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the very sentence which authorizes the hiring of 
men to circulate votes, etc., con tains thèse limiting 
words : ^^previous to any such élection,'^ It is proper 
to pay a reasonable sum in good faith for the distri- 
bution of tickets, handbills, etc., before an élection, 
but not at or during an élection. I say a reasonable 
sum in good faith to distinguish a proper use of 
money from an improper use of it, for I hâve heard 
of cases where unreasonable sums hâve been paid in 
bad faith, and yet with a prêteuse of keeping with- 
in the law. For instance, Mr. Bottle paid Mr. 
Puppet, when the latter was in the prostitute busi- 
ness, two hundred dollars the day before élection, 
ostensibly for Mr. Puppet's services in circulating Mr. 
B#ttle's tickets during one afternoon and evening. 
Now, does anjbody believe that Mr. Bottle, after 
twenty years' service as a prostitute, was greenhorn 
enough to actually pay to another prostitute in good 
faith so large a sum for so small a service as was 
hère pretended ? No, of course not. We know Mr. 
Bottle to be a man of average mental capacity, and 
we, as reasonable beings, must refuse to believe that 
he paid that money without expecting in return 
what he considered a fair and reasonable équiva- 
lent? What was that équivalent? What did he 
expect such a man as he knew Mr. Puppet to be 
would do with that money to make it render an 
équivalent to Mr. Bottle? Without wasting words 
I assert that manifestly and palpably Mr. Bottle 
paid that money with the complète understand- 
ing that the major portion of it would be used 
in the corruption of voters, and that the balance 
would be retained by Mr* Puppet as compensation 
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for his criminal work. Then, how could the honor- 
ahle Mr. Bottle make the most solemn déclaration 
that it is possible for man to make — an oath — that 
he had not contributed any valuablo thing to influ- 
ence the giving of a vote ? " tempora, mores ! " 

I must not omit to say a few words concerning the 
political committees. They perform certain functions 
that seem to me to be proper and right, but of late 
years their chief office appears tobe to scrape together 
from every available source vast corruption funds, 
over which the prostitutes and other base beings 
hold high carnival. This has come about for two 
reasons mainly ; first, the committees, being com- 
posed largely of prostitutes, hâve gradually usurped 
this office for the sake of handling the money, and so 
being able to hang on to more or less of it ; and, sec- 
ond, the candidates hâve acquiesced in the usurpa- 
tion because it has relieved them largely from per- 
sonal participation in, or actual knowledge of, the 
crooked work which they hâve supposed to be neces- 
sary in order to achieve political success. Doubt- 
less, when the committees flrst began to assume this 
office, they did so with perfect propriety, and, no 
doubt, they conducted themselves with propriety for 
some time afterwards, for we hâve reason to believe 
tha't there was once a time when such a thing as 
buying votes was unheard of, and when political 
prostitutes and similar base beings were unknown. 
But the corrupt practice having gained a foothold in 
congenial soil, it has f^rown seemingly beyond con- 
trol. 

It must be well understood to any one who has 
read, or heard read, the laws that I read to you last 
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Sunday that strictly legitimate political expenses 
can not be exceedingly large ; but in some way the 
prostitutes hâve caused people to believe that the 
proper expenses are very much larger than they 
really are. For instance, many people suppose that 
the expense of printing tickets is something incom- 
prehensibly vast. I know by actual expérience that 
ail the tickets required by the Eepublican party in 
this whole county (including Electoral, State, Judi- 
ciary, Congress, Senate, Assèmbly and County) can 
be obtaiiied, in suitable packages for delivery to 
each élection district, for the small sum of ten dol- 
lars. It ought not to be necessary to pay one cent 
to hâve the tickets duly delivered at the several 
poUing places, for there are plenty of good, patriotic 
men belonging to every party who would see to that 
business wifchout charge if they were permitted to ; 
but as it is now managed, the prostitutes generally 
do it, and help themselves to a libéral fee for the 
service. 

One very serions evil (to skip over the more ob- 
vious ones) growing out of what I may call the 
prostitute System of politics is the enormous burden 
it imposes upon the taxpayers, for thèse immense 
corruption funds hâve to come out of them sooner or 
later. Name to me, if you can, a single salary, or a 
single fee, of any public officer, high or low, that has 
not been largely increased (sometimes more than 
doubled) since the prostitute System came into 
vogue ! 

I know whereof I speak when I allège that one of 
the strongest arguments used by the politicians in 
endeavoring to get salaries and fées raised, and in 
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keeping them up, is, that the expenses of prociiring 
the office, and tlie annual assessment demanded 
afterwards, reduce the income from the office to 
insignificance. The necessaries of life, and luxuries 
too, are cheaper now, on the average, than they were 
twenty-five years ago, and there is no lawful reason 
why we should pay our public officers more money 
now than we did then for the same service. But 
look ! Then we paid our members in the Législature 
$300 a year. Now we pay them $1,500. Then we 
paid our governor $4,000 a year. Now we pay him 
$10,000. Then we paid our Président $25,000. Now 
he gets $50,000. And so on in the same ratio clear 
down to constable. AU the persons, of ail parties, 
who profit in any manner by politics, constitute a 
brotherhood when it cornes to this one question of 
wresting money from the taxpayers, and it is pèr- 
fectly awful to hear the derisive howl they will set 
up in concert at any man who has the bravery to 
make an earnest endeavor to défend the public 
treasury against their assaults. Among the epithets 
they apply to him they ne ver forget to call him a 
démagogue, and this word they harp on so per- 
sistently that the chances are ten to one that the 
deluded taxpayers will join in the cry, and actually 
help to destroy their intended benefactor. I hâve 
seen this done more than once, and it will probably 
be done many times hereafter ; but the time is com- 
ing when " the last feather will break the camel's 
back," and when the long-suffering taxpayers will 
open their eyes wide, and then they will suddenly 
turn this government over, ca-chug ! 
Thinking people hâve been for some time noting 
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the fact that this seems to be a period when nearly 
ail the large places are occupied by very small, and 
not very good, men; and when nearly ail of our 
really great and good men are not only in compara- 
tive obscurity, but are unwilling, for the most part, 
to enter into a scramble with the prostitutes. As 
one man expressed it, he would not get down on his 
belly and wallow in hell for any oflSce, however high 
or lucrative. This state of things, I believe, is the 
direct, logical, and inévitable conséquence of the 
prostitute System of political management. You 
know, my friends, that you hâve several times 
been represented in the législature by prostitutes. 
Tes, you don't need to be reminded of that. But 
do you know that several prostitutes hâve held 
the highest office in this great state ? I say it with 
shame, but it is too true. And if what I read can be 
relied on, I am afraid also that at least one prosti- 
tute has been chief magistrate of this mighty nation. 
What better hâve we a right to expect, when we 
allow our political primaries to be managed by wire- 
puUers and our élections to be run by prostitutes ? 
The fact is that no honest, law-abiding, self-respect- 
ing man has any chance in politics under the prevail- 
ing System. Such a man will not stoop to the low 
tricks and crimes resorted to by the wire-pullers and 
prostitutes, and therefore, until the public conscience 
is awakened and educated on the subject, the reign 
of small men, and bad men, will continue. In fact, 
if it becomes settled that the people can not, or will 
not, enforce the salutary laws which I read to you 
last Sunday, then I say the sooner they are repealed 
the better; because, as matters now are, the law 
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sîmply has the effect of giving the men who hâve no 
consciences a decided advantage over those who hâve. 
Gk)od men are restrained by the élection laws, but 
bad men are not ; and therefore I say again that if 
we can't enforce the laws we had better repeal them, 
and thus give good men an equal chance with the 
bad. Of course poor men would hâve no chance 
under the repealed law ; but they would hâve just 
as much chance then as they do now. Our once 
proud boast that under our govemment the poor 
hâve an equal chance with the rich is no longer true. 
The only way, at the présent day, for a poor man to 
figure in politics, or to hold any oflSice of conséquence, 
is to sell himself, body and soûl, to some rich man 
who has use for a tool. I don't need to name to this 
audience the différent tools of this kind that General 
* Humbug has had in the législature, as well as else- 
where. 

But we can enforce the law, if we earnestly désire 
to do so. It will take time, however, and a good 
deal of hard work, by united action, to root ont the 
giant fungus that has almost destroyed us. I feel 
certain that this will be donc, but in just what way I 
can not foresee. 

It s^ems to me that the time is ripe for a new 
political party having for one of its chief planka the 
principle of fuir primaries and honest élections. Such 
a party could certainly do much to quicken the pub- 
lic conscience ; and, if ably conducted, it would be 
likely to attract to it the better éléments of ail other 
parties. A party composed of such material, and 
animated by such principles and purposes, most cer- 
tainly must triumph. I fully expect to live to see 
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tl^e day (whîch can not be far distant) when the peo- 
ple, made desperate by being constantly tricked in 
the primaries, robbed of their birth-rights at tlie 
poils, and loaded down witli unbearable burdens in 
ail conceivable ways, will finally rise, in divine 
wrath, and sweep the prostitute System from the 
earth as with a whirlwind. But expérience has 
shown that such spasmodic reforms, however good 
and thorough they may be, are seldom permanent, 
After the job appears to be finished, the people who 
carried it through return quietly to their ordinary 
vocations, and, before they are aware of it, the same 
old evils need reforming again as bad as before. 

I would suggest (and nothing more than suggest at 
this time) two or three remédies, not only to assist 
in bringing about a ref orm, but to prevent a backslip 
after the reform has been accomplished. 

(1) Of course, and above ail else, a healthy public 
sentiment must be created and not suffered to die 
oui 

(2) The offenders should be denounced by name in 
the pulpit and in the public prints ; and hère I must 
pause long enough to say a few words in parenthesis, 
as it were, concerning the Press — the Newspaper 
Press. I regret to say that, so far as I hâve been 
able to see, I hâve found it, for the most part, thor- 
oughly and corruptly mercenary — especially the po- 
litical press, outside of a very few of the great news- 
papers. Money, if administered in the right place 
and in sufficient amount, will induce almost any of 
them to argue for or against any proposition, no 
matter what, or to praise or condemn any man, no 
matter whom. For money they will publish an ad-» 
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vertisement neatly disguised as a news item» or even 
as an editorial article. They sometimes justify them- 
selves, I believe,by claiming the same right that the 
lawyer bas to practice his profession for pay. But 
when the lawyer, in the course of his practice, has 
occasion to say anything, we know he has been hired 
to say the best he can for his client, upon ail the 
proved and admitted facts, and he has no opportunity 
to deceive us. On the other hand, the newspaper 
man gives or withholds just such facts as he pleases, 
and he endeavors to give his words greater weight in 
our minds by concealing from us the fact that he is 
speaking for a client who has paid his fee. The 
safest course seems to be to regard aU newspaper 
writing as vénal, and always to exercise our own 
judgments with référence to the amount of crédit 
that it is entitled to. In ancient times thèse news- 
paper writers were called scribes^ and if we recall 
what Christ said of them, in his day, we shall see 
that the enlightening influences of eighteen centuries 
hâve made no perceptible impression upon them. I 
will (juote Christ's words : " Woe unto you. Scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! .for ye are like unto 
whited sepulchres,*which indeed appear beautiful 
outward, but are within fuU of dead men's bones, and 
of ail uncleanness. . . Te serpents, ye génération 
of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell ?" 
(3) I would create a penalty, by statute, of at least 
one hundred dollars for every offense, to be recov- 
ered of the offender, with costs, by, and for the bene- 
fit of, the person who first commences a suit therefor. 
And, as many of the offenders are worthless devils, I 
would cause the défendant to be closely confined in 
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work-house or jail at public expense, at tard labor 
and mean fare, until the judgment duly rendered 
against him is fuUy paid — the imprisonment, how- 
ever, not to exceed one day for each dollar of the 
judgment, including costs. Such a law as this would 
place ail the guilty parties in the power of the per- 
fcjons with whom unlawful transactions were had, or 
attempted. It seems to me thatvery few would take 
the risks that such a statute would expose them to. 

(4) I would change the law so that no man should 
be qualified, or allowed, to vote unless he produced' 
due proof that he had paid an annual poU-tax of at 
least five dollars, six months or more previous to the 
élection. A man who had paid this tax would feel 
^n interest in the government that his money was 
helping to maintain, and he would be far less likely 
to sell that interest for so trifling a considéra- 
tion as many now do ; and besides that, the price 
such a tax-payer would be likely to demand (if, in- 
deed, any amount of money could buy his vote) would 
be so high that not nearly so many of them could be 
controUed as at présent, without largely increasing 
the corruption fund. A man who has the least spark 
oî true patriotism in his bosom would not feel such a 
tax to be too high a price to pay for a voice in the gov- 
ernment equal with the greatest citizen of his coun- 
try. And, on the other hand, a man with soûl so 
dead as to be unwilling to pay so small a price for 
so great a boon will be very properly excluded from 
intermeddling with affairs in which he feels so little 
concern. This latter class form a great majority of 
those who are purchased at the poils. They value 
their birthright anly for the pottage which it brings 
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them at regular întervals. Such people are unfit to 
govern either themselves or others. It is beneficence 
enough to them to give them thê blessings of good 
government without allowing them to défile it, like 
hogs, by putting their feet into the trough. When 
we hâve disposed of this class we hî^ve already re- 
moved the most troublesome élément in the whole 
problem. 

(5) I think, also, that it would be a great saf egnard 
against repeating, ballot«box stuffing, and fraudaient 
voting in gênerai (to say nothing of vote-buying) if 
our élection districts were reduced in size, so as to 
include not more than forty or fifty voters within 
their limits, respectively ; and then, I would hâve 
the voting ail done, completed and certified within 
the space of one hour, openly, in the présence of ail 
the voters, so that every voter shall positively Tctiov) 
that his vote has been counted and certified as cast. 

Eep. The foregoing are only the most salient 
points picked out of a whole discourse devoted ex- 
clusively to the subject. He aeemed to cover the 
entire subject in ail its amplitude ; yet he many times 
repeated that what he did not know about the subject 
exceeded by many times what he knew. He said he 
could only point out the evils he had seen and he^ard 
and felt. The subject was not dropped with thèse 
two sermons ; but a political campaign was in prog- 
ress during a part of the time I am now trjdng to 
bridge over, and he found fréquent occasion to men^ 
tion particular incidents and to condemn or praise 
the conduct of the persons concerned in them. 

Quite an interesting épisode occurred one Sunday 
during this.period, which I will relate in as con- 
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densed a form as possible. Our friend and fellow 
church-member, George B. Gibson, the lawyer who 
has already been introduced to the reader, had been 
nominated by the Eepublicans as a candidate for the 
office of county surrogate, which is a judicial office 
of much importance and responsibility. There is the 
best reason for saying, in this case, so far as concerna 
the nomination, that " the office sought the man, and 
îlot the man the office." He was nominated because 
of hîs superior fitness for the place over ail his com- 
petitors. Nobody regarded him as a brilliant man ; 
but he had fair capacity, combined with great energy, 
and he had acquired the réputation among those who 
knew him best of being the one honest lawyer in the 
county. He résides at Needleton, only two and a 
half miles below Pinville, on the same side of the 
river, and he qui te early became interested in Uncle 
Job's nev church, as the reader already knows, and 
that interest had never cooled. 

Mr. Badsinner had a nephew living in Pinville by 
the name of Skillet, wha was nominally a lawyer, but 
whose principal occupation, until within the last 
year or two, had been drinking whisky and lying 
around drunk — in the gutter or elsewhere. When 
not under the influence of drink, he had fair ability, 
a rather fine address, and was a pretty good speaker — 
better than the average. When he commenced prac- 
tice, thèse qualifications had given him a fair meas- 
ure of success; but when it came to be noised 
around, as it soon was, that he had betrayed the in- 
terest of some of his clients, that he had greatly 
overcharged others, that he was thoroughly unreliable 
and dishonest, those reports, coupled with the un- 
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fortunate habit I first mentîoned, were not long in 
wrecking a career that had promised well at the 
start. His name was on the list of " dead-beats " 
kept by the village merchants, and his TJncle Bad- 
sinner had been obliged to furnish him some of the 
necessaries of life, though refusing to receive him 
into his own house. Once, it is said, Mr. Skillet had 
fallen so low that he had become disgustingly filthy 
and lousy, and Mr. Badsinner had hired a man to 
strip him naked, burn up his old rags, eut his hair 
close to his scalp, give him a thorough scrubbing, 
and dress him up in a new suit which the uncle had 
provided. At last his dissipation had carried him to 
the very brink of the grave, and the doctors had told 
him that one or two more sprees would carry him 
over, when suddenly he rallied, and, at the time of 
the épisode I am about to describe, he had t^sted no 
liquor for about eighteen months, and iij other re- 
spects he seemed to be trying to reform. This man, 
Skillet, Mr. Badsinner resolved should be made sur- 
rogate instead of Mr. Gibson, and, with that end in 
view, he proceeded deliberately to purchase the 
Démocratie nomination for him, which he succeeded 
in doing, though there were several competitors for 
the nomination who were infinitely better and cleaner 
men than Mr. Skillet. Mr. Badsinner, while boast- 
ing of his own villainy in buying the nomination for 
his nephew, exclaimed, with clinched teeth, "And 
my money ia going to elect him.** Only a few days 
after this, the persons TJncle Job calls prostitutes 
were busy in ail parts of the county confidentially 
imparting the information wherever, they thought it 
would hâve weight, that Mr. Gibson was a Free- 
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thinker and Atheist, etc., and they would add, wiih 
great unction-, that it would be too bad to hâve an 
Infidel elected to that office. In short, the same tac- 
tics that were practiced on Uncle Job in the spring 
were put into opération on a larger scâle, and for a 
bigger stake, against Mr. Gibson in the fall. Uncle 
Job was stung almost to madness by the situation of 
things, but he felt that he could not speak his mind 
freely on the subject, in the pulpit, without laying 
himself open to the charge of preaching partisan 
politics. He did, however, sometimes briefly allude 
to the case in a way that nobody could misunder- 
stand. He had been doing so one Sunday afternoon, 
after which, as the audience was about to be dis- 
missed, a stranger rose and requested the privilège 
of saying a few words. Now we corne to the épisode 
which it has taken me so long to pave the way for. 

The stranger appeared to be about f orty-five years 
of âge, was tall, rather slim, well dressed, and his 
manner and style indicated the orthodox clergyman. 
At first his words were very slow and deliberately 
measured, but, before he had been standing three 
minutes, they were pouring from his. mouth in tor- 
rents, and his clear, ringing voice seemed electrical. 
I confess that I was so far entranced as to forge t my 
business, and so the only report I hâve of the first 
half of this speech is one that I wrote ont from mem- 
ory immediately after its delivery. He spoke about 
twenty minutes, using frequently the names of God, 
Christ, and other phrases customary in his profes- 
sion — most of which I omit. He said, in substance : 

Stranger. Circumstances beyond my control hâve 
compelled me to spend a portion of yesterday and 
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the whole of to-day in this beautiful village. I waa 
at first disposed to complain of my ill-fortune in not 
getting sooner started on my hdmeward journey ; but 
now I thank my God forso framing tlie circumstances 
as to bring me into the midst of this people at this 
time. 

Rep. Here TJncle Job politely interrupted, and in- 
vited the speaker to the platform. The invitation 
was accepted, with thanks, and the speaker contin- 
ned: 

Stranger. When I rose to speak I had no thought 
of coming to the desk, but it does seem better to /ace 
au audience. I was saying that I thanked God for 
this opportunity to be with you. I greatly wonder 
that such a movement as this seems to be has not 
been smelt out and written up for the press by the 
keen-scented and lynx-eyed reporters. I never heard 
of it until yesterday, at the hôtel where I am stop- 
ping, and what I learned thére was not altogether of 
a friendly nature. I called in at some of the business 
places, and made inquiries, from which I learned 
that very many good people speak in the highest 
terms of this shepherd and his flock. I determined, 
in the end, to take advantage of my opportunity and 
attend^one of your meetings, and see and hear for 
myself what manner of people you are, and that I 
hâve done so is what I thank God for. The discourse 
I hâve listened to here was one of remarkable origi- 
nality and strength, and I hâve learned from it many 
things that I did not know before. Every remark 
appeared to hâve a practical application to every-day 
life, either among people in gênerai, or among this 
people in particular, I am not disposed, however, to 
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go so far în my commendaticn as to say ibère may 
not be a lack hère of one or more of the essentîal 
éléments of Christianity ; but, so far as your profes- 
sions and practice go (according to my best informa- 
tion), I find nothing but good, and certainly I will 
not, and can not, condemn anything good. I may 
say, I think, that you hâve hère an excellent quality 
and a goodly quantity, of the raw material necessary 
for the building of a Christian church, and I sincerely 
pray that your minds and hearts may be quickened 
and moved into the higher walks of Christian life by 
the spirit and the potency of the Living God. 

But I rose simply to speak of a particular matter 
which was mentioned in the discourse this after- 
noon, and although, when at home, I am not ac- 
customed to discuss such topics on the Lord's day, 
yet I feel that under the circumstances I shall be 
forgiven if I follow the lead of my good brother 
hère. I hâve learned since landing in your town 
yesterday that my old war-comrade, George B. Gib- 
son, is a candidate for office in your county, and I 
hâve learned with indignation that some well-mean- 
îng people feel prejudiced against him because of 
his independency in religions matters. I would to 
God that my friend Gibson could see things a's I see 
them ; but perhaps God has willed that ail men 
shall not be of one mind in the matter of religions 
belief, any more than they are in other matters. At 
ail events, I know Mr. Gibson, and he knows me, as 
few men hâve known each other ; and I solemnly 
déclare that I never knew a man in ail my life so 
true, so brave, so unflinchingly devoted to the right, 
as he sees it, so ready and willinp to sacrifice him- 
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self, îf need be, în the cause of truth, as George B. Gib- 
son. It was my fortune to serve with him under Grant 
in those dark days around Petersburg in 1864 Ah ! 
my friends, those were indeed "times that tried 
men's soûls." He was first lieutenant, and I was sec- 
ond, of our Company of infantry. He had seen ser- 
vice before, but I was green and so was the captain, 
likewise the men. Mr. Gibson and I were con- 
stantly together, day and night. We ate together, 
slept together, and during our waking hours we 
were seldom separated either in labor or in leisure. 
Both had strong religions convictions, and many and 
many were the discussions we had on religions 
topics. I had commenced stndy for the ministry, 
and was as orthodox then as I claim to be to-day. 
He was skeptical — refusing to accept anything for 
truth that did not comport strictly with the prin- 
ciples of natural logic as he understood them ; but 
while he always held to his views with great tenacity, 
he uniformly treated me and my views with the 
highest respect, and I entertained the same respect 
for him and his views ; and I say now, what I felt 
then, and what I hâve always believed, that his 
views were inspired by impulses, convictions, mo- 
tives, as pure and holy as my own. While we were 
lying in the trenches, exposed to buUets every time 
we raised our heads, we frequently talked of death 
and of the providence of God in shielding some 
while allowing others to suffer. I believed, and still 
believe, that God might (and wovld in a proper case) 
interpose to préserve from danger those who sought 
him in prayer, believing. But Mr. Gibson thought 
that no invisible power existed in the universe that 
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could tum aside a buUet or cannon bail. Or, he 
said, if such power did exist in the shape of elec- 
tricity, or some similar agent, it would act as dumbly 
and unintelligently as a tree or stone, and it would 
shield alike the just and the unjust, as expérience 
had amply shown. I frankly confess that my religion 
did not endow me with a courage superior to his— 
that, indeed, would hâve been impossible. At 
length we were called upon to gird up our loins and 
charge with the bayonet against those impregnable 
walls that our enemies had built about the be- 
leaguered city. Ah ! my f riends, if anything will try 
a man's métal, that will do it. Where was the cap- 
tain ? Weighed in the hcdance, and found wanting ! 
Lieutenant Gibson, dauntless, peerless in demeanor, 
marshaled the company in line of battle. We had in 
our Company a number of sinners of the variety 
known in the army as " dead-beats." The army was 
cursed with them, though I learn that most of them 
are now drawing pensions. If half of them had been 
hung at the time for cowardice, as they ought to 
hâve been, the government would hâve saved mill- 
ions of dollars by the opération, to say nothing of 
the great advantage to the army that such a course 
would hâve produced. Thèse dead-beats were al- 
ways well enough to eat a fuU ration, and to sleep 
soundly at night, and usually they would manage to 
perform, in a perfunctory sort of way, the ordinary 
routine duties of a soldier's life in camp, or wherever 
no danger was threatening; but when the time of 
need came — that trying hour for which alone soldiers 
were necessary — thèse men would become suddenly 
ailing with ail conceivable aches and pains and 
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pangs. Some deliberately shot off theîr own fingers 
or toes. One, to my knowledge, swallowed a great 
quid of tobacco at the critical moment, and others 
had excuses too numerous and too disgustîng to 
mention. At the time I am speaking of, thèse sin- 
ners in our company began their usual " playing- 
off," as the soldiers called it, and I remember dis- 
tinctly Lieutenant Gibson's eoming to me, and say- 
ing in a low but very determined tone thèse words : 
" I hâve resolved that our dead-beats shall face the 
bulle ts this time, or die on the spot at my hands, 
and I hope you will assist me ail you can." By dint 
of many threats and thrusts we succeeded in getting 
most of our men into the little ravine where the 
régiment halted just before the charge. We also 
managed a little later to get them formed (minus 
two or three more dead-beats who had dodged us in 
spite of our vigilance) in battle-array on the bank 
just outside of the ravine where we were ordered to 
lie down. Just then the enemy discovered our in- 
tention, and began a brisk fire with ail arms, which 
mainly passed over our backs, but so low as to 
flatten us ail out pretty thin. The dead-beats, who 
were still with us, were taken by surprise, as they 
had not supposed danger was so near, and now they 
began to squirm, and some of them to mutter, and 
to threateu to crawl back into the ravine. At this 
Lieutenant Gibson rose to his feet, and by words 
and gestures raged like a lion. He paced back and 
forth, just in rear of the company, unmindful of the 
deadly missiles that seemed to leave no chance for 
his escape. Hq rgmeated to the men the resolution 
I hâve al ' ^^'MlfjjMBBhiJ^*^ ^^ coupled it with other 
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langnage hardly proper to repeat hère, but which 
convinced the cowards of his entire sincerity. How 
well I remember turning my head, as I lay flat on 
my face, and looking at my comrade as Le strode up 
and down in his rage, and I confess to this day that 
I believe I shonld hâve been a coward myself had it 
not been for the thrilling conduct of that undaunted 
hero on that dreadful occasion. Soon the order 
came to rise, and charge with a vell at the double- 
qnick, and brave men obeyed, bnt the cowards did 
not stir, or, if they moved at ail, it was only a feint. 
Lieutenant Gibson began at the same moment to 
yell "Forward!" andto slash the prostrate cowards 
with his sword. I can hear his voice yet ringing 
like a silver trumpet high above the din of battle, 
commanding them to " up and on ! " Almost in- 
stantly he perceived that he was being left behind 
with the cowards instead ôf going to battle with the 
brave, and so he bounded forward, and was soon îu 
the midst of the charging column, yelling at every 
breath, " Forward ! forward ! forward ! " The air 
was fuU of " chained thunderbolts and hail of iron 
globes," and in less than twenty minutes the battle 
at that point had spent its force, and two-thirds of 
our brave little band lay dead and wounded on the 
bloody hill. But the dead-beats — what of them ? 
Not one was injured, except by self-inflicted wounds 
a^d bruises and thrusts from Lieutenant Gibson's 
sword. Strange to relate, the lieutenant himself 
came ont without even the smell of fire about his 
garments. Your humble servant received a b^uise 
which was too slight to disable him, and yet was too 
serions to laugh at. The next day, as soon as wa 



\ 



A VnJiATK PUNISHED. 205 

cdnld muster the dead-beats at the rear, Lieutenant 
Gibson ordered them ail under arrest, and directed 
me to remaîn with them, and to punish them most 
severely, while he led the rest of the company to the 
front. I ordered the villaîns to fall into line, and 
after giving them a pretty vigorous talking to, I 
questioned them separately to see what défenses 
they would try to make for themselves. Eaeh waB 
ready with a transparent lie which would hâve been 
more or less satisfactory if true. I knew them so 
well, however, that I didn't believe a word they said. 
At length I came-to the most incorrigible wretch of 
the whole batch. He was a worthless vagabond and 
thief, as well as coward. "Well," said I, "what 
hâve you to say for yourself ? " " Well, Lieutenant," 
said he, looking at me with an impudent leer, " I felt 
as though I couldn't conscientiously go into battle 
under the command of that damned Infidel." May 
God forgive me if I did wrong, but I say the truth — 
that answer put murder in my heart, and I smote 
the villain a powerful blow on the head with the 
edge of my sword, with intent to slay him then and 
there. I did not quite succeed, however, for the by- 
standers interfered, and prevented me from repeat- 
ing the blow. The brigade commander (who was a 
regular army officer), on hearing the facts, exonerated 
me, and rebuked the by-standers. I hâve told more 
of this than I intended, and more than was necesr 
sary. I only wanted to get at this misérable crea- 
ture's excuse for his cowardice. I was reminded of 
it by the fact, gathered from my brother's discourse, 
that other degraded men prétend to hâve con- 
scientious soruples against votiri^ for Mr. Gibson, 
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When you find the devil rebuking sin, be not de- 
ceived by it, but look sharply ail around, and you 
will surely find somewhere a far greater sin tliat he 
is endeavorîng to hide by false pretences. Dépend 
upon it, my friends, you bave no better man in your 
county — there is none better in the State of New 
York — tban George B. Gibson. He'U never flinch 
from his duty — no man can bribe him, nor sway him 
by other improper influence. 

I beg pardon for my interruption, and I thank 
you heartily for your attention to what I hâve said, 
and I pray that God may sbower his divine blessing 
upon ail your good works. Amen ! 

Bep. The audience applauded the stranger at the 
close of his speech, aud a number went forward and 
shook his hand and learned his name and résidence. 
TJncle Job thanked him warmly and invited him 
home to tea. 

Extracts from this speech were printed on slips 
ànd circulated throughout the county as campaign 
documents by Mr. Gibson's f riends. Mr. Gibson was 
not présent at the meeting, nor had he been in town 
for two days. His enemies insisted that this was 
conclusive évidence that he had hired the stranger to 
come hère and make the speech, and that he had 
stayed away so as to hâve it appear that he knew 
nothing about it. They said nobody knew whether 
the stranger was a preacher or one of Gibson's 
brother Infidels ; and as for the war story, they said 
that could not be true, or they would hâve heard of 
it before. This incident happened only a few days 
before the élection, so there was but little time to in- 
vestigate on either side. But Mr. Badsinner did not 
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want to investîgate, for lies would serve his purpose, 
and they were cheaper and more quickly made than 
an investigation. On élection day flaming handbills 
were posted at every public place, signed by the Hon. 
Mr. Bottle, General Humbng, Mr. Badsinner, and 
others of that ilk, stating, in substance, that a care* 
fui investigation had revealed the fact that the 
stranger in question was a notorious Infidel and 
blackguard, by the name of John Whittlesey, of 
Akron, Ohio, and that, instead of being an officerûn 
the army, he had run away to Canada to escape the 
draft. This furnished a number of texts for Mr. 
Badsinner's hirelings, and, with voices stimulated by 
whisky, they sounded ail the changes that could be 
made of the original, and invented many striking ad- 
ditions thereto. 

Whéther thèse allégations influenced anybody's 
vote is not known ; but the great hue and cry kept 
up about it ail day served to divert the attention of 
honest men from the bribery that was slyly carried 
on from morning till night. > Mr. Skillet was declared 
elected by the narrow majority of seventy-six. He 
had his strongest vote where he was least known — 
Mr. Gibson, where he was best known. I will add, in 
closing this chapter, that, affcer the élection, we, of 
the Church of Practical Religion, made cai:eful in- 
quiry among Mr. Gibson's war comrades, and else- 
where, and the stranger*s story was verified in every 
particular, and many other interesting particulars 
were added. We were also satisfied, beyond ail 
doubt, that Mr. Gibson had no agency in bringing 
the stranger hère, nor in causing him to make his 
speech — in fact, that he knew nothing about either, ' 
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until it was past — and it foUows, of course, that hîs 
absence had no connection with what transpired. 

It should be further added that Mr. Gibson took 
and maintained the same determined stand against 
the nnlawf ni use of money that Uncle Job had previ- 
ously taken, as told in a former chapter. Mr. Gibson 
is a man of property, and could easily hâve secured 
the office if he had been willing to buy it. Many of 
the prostitutes really appeared to hâve a warm sym- 
pathy for him, and to sincerely wish that he might 
be elected, and thèse pleaded earnestly with him for 
money to use in his behalf ; but their overtures were 
invariably spurned. His friends organized and 
worked zealously for him in Pin ville and Needleton ; 
but in other parts of the xsounty, no efficient efforts 
being made in his behalf, he only received the votes 
of the unpurchasable and unhoodwinkable metabers 
of his own party. 

One of the meanest things done against him was 
to hire an old f ellow named Crohaw, who had beeu 
three times to state prison, and was as odious ail 
over the county as Benedict Arnold could hâve been, 
to go about among religions people cheering and 
yelling for Mr. Gibson, and to give as his reason 
therefor that he and Mr. Gibson were brother 
Atheists. 



4 , 

« 



.--l 



CHAPTEB XVn. 



*t 



PENSION FRAUDS — HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS SWINDLED 
— METHODS OF CHANGE FOR THE BETTER. 

Eep. On the next Sunday after the épisode de- 
scribed in the last chapter, Uncle Job referred to 
the statement of the stranger that most of the army 
dead-beats were now drawing pensions, and said : 

Sawyer. It seems to be a fact admitted by ail good 
soldiers of the late war that ail of the persons who 
were most worthless as soldiers are now either draw- 
ing pensions, or are prosecuting claims therefor. I 
was talking on this subject only the other day with 
a soldier who left a leg on the field of Antietam. I 
asked him how much pension he was drawing. Ho 
said he almost felt ashamed to own that he drew any 
pension, and, when I asked his reason, he replied 
that so many of the men that he despised as cowards 
and slinks while in the service were now on the pen- 
sion roUs, that it made him feel as though he was in 
bad Company. He said no ordinary disability could 
induce him to ask or receive a pension for that rea- 
son. I hinted that possibly he was too severe on his 
old comrades. This excited him to a high pitch, and 
he began to name over a large number of "dead- 
beats," as he called them, who had always '^played 
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offi," as he expressed ît, and yet had obtaîned pen- 
sions on perjured testimony. He named one who, 
he said, had a bad rupture, or liernia, before the war, 
but who had managed to conceal it from the examin- 
ing surgeon, and thereby got into the service, wheix 
he no longer tried to conceal it. He remained in 
hospital for a year and was discharged from there. 
He is now a pensioner, claiming to hâve been rupt- 
ured by slipping and f alling while on drill when first 
enlisted. Another had managed in a similar way 
with a fever sore, and had been equally successfuL 
A third had purposely shot off his own finger while 
on picket, which was well known to two of his com- 
panions and believed by everybody at the time ; yet 
he obtained a pension by making it appear that he 
received his injury from a shot fired by the enemy's 
pickets ; and so on He claims through a long list. 
also that large numbers are drawing pensions who 
were never injured at ail in any manner, and who are 
now perfectly well. One claims to hâve contracted 
heart-disease in the service ; another, disease of the 
lungs, or consumption; another, rheumatism; an- 
other, liver-complaint ; and still another, kidney dif- 
ficulty ; and so forth, and so forth. He said a man 
who had really contracted any one of thèse com- 
plaints twenty or more years ago, ought, in the or- 
dinary course of those diseases, to hâve died long 
ago ; but they still linger, and seem likely to do so 
until carried away by extrême old âge. I can certify 
that several of those mentioned, who were person- 
ally known to me, hâve every appearance of enjoying 
robust health. Indeed, in several cases mentioned 
by him, it was a great surprise to me to learn ti *i 
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the men were drawîng pensions at ail. I asked how 
the fellows managed to get the médical examiner to 
certify favorably as to their disability. He said that 
part of the business was no more troublesome than 
any other part. Nearly ail the médical éxaminers 
hâve a friendly leaning towards the claimants. They 
give the soldier the benefit of ail doubts. Then, 
again, many of the éxaminers receive their appoint- 
ment through the influence of certain claim agents, 
and they generally do the work to the satisfaction of 
their creators. Furthermore, he said he had no 
doubt that some of the éxaminers could be and had 
been bribed to make favorable reports. He knew 
some of thèse dead-beats who had privately boasted 
of carrying their point in that way. But, said my 
friend, suppose an examiner to be incorruptible and 
unmoved by anything but cold facts, and so reports 
adversely on a'case ; the claimant. by representii^ 
to the commissioner of pensions that the examiner is 
an enemy of his, or is otherwise prejudiced against 
him, can obtain an order to go before another exam- 
iner, and if this fails again, he can try still another, 
and so on, until he finally reaches an examiner who 
falls into the snare of flattery, imposture, or corrup- 
tion. When I asked how thèse rascals worked it to 
get the affidàvits of their officers and the army sur- 
geons, my one-legged friend answered that, in the 
first place, the officers, for the most part, at this distant 
day , are more willing to f orgive the past than to antag- 
onize any of their old associâtes. He said he had re- 
cently arraigned his own captain for assisting aman to 
get a pension on the ground of kidney trouble. The 
captain explained that it was twentj jears since the 
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Boldier was discharged, and he had no recollection 
about tlie matter, except the gênerai impression that 
the ipan had not been a first-class soldier. The cap- 
tain said the soldier had corne to him with an affi- 
davit already prepared for him (the captain) to sign 
and swear to, together with a similar one sworn to 
by himself. The soldier asserted, with great assur- 
ance, that the facts were as stated in the affîdavit, 
and expressed great surprise that the captain should 
iave forgotten them. The captain said the fellow 
seemed so frank and honest about it that he (the cap- 
tain) supposed the blankness of his own mrnd was 
whoUy owing to the lapse of time and failure of 
memory, so he signed and swore as requested, and 
thought no more about it. My friend said he be- 
lie-Ted such cases were very common. But suppose, 
said he, that the ofBcer refuses to make the affidavit, 
the next thing he knows the claim agent will visit 
him with an affidavit, prepared for him to swear to, 
stating that he has no recollection of the vital facts 
in the case, and then giving some plausible reason, 
more or less true, for his want of recollection — such 
as absence from the company, at the time fixed, 
on detached service, or in hospital, etc. Such an 
affidavit as this from the officer paves the way for 
the affidavits of two private soldiers as substitutés 
for the oath of an officer. Then the dead-beats are 
in shape to help one another. My friend says he 
has known cases where they hâve formed fchemselves 
into clubs or rings for mutual assistance in this ne- 
farious business — each being ready to swear to any- 
thing required to help his comrades through. A 
f urther trouble that putâ the govâiMj^ to disad- 
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vantage, said my friend, lies in the fact that some of 
the officers are as eager to obtain fraudulent pensions 
for themselves as the other villains are. He says, 
moreover, that he knows an ex-regimental surgeon 
who, since the war, has become so perfectly besotted 
and poverty-stricken, through the excessive use of 
whisky and morphine, that any soldier of his old 
régiment, by making him a personal visit, talking 
over old times, buying him a few drinks of whisky, 
and making him a présent of ten dollars, can get him 
to swear to any affidavit asked for. My friend also 
made still further allégations, to the effect that 
forgery is a very common resort for thèse scoundrels 
,when other means fail them. 

Thèse statements of my soldier friend, if true, or 
half true, disclose a most déplorable state of things. 
He says, judging from his own observation, and as- 
suming the same condition throughout the couutry, 
he is convinced that f ully one-third of the money an- 
nually drawn from the govemment for pensions is 
so drawn by fraud. Somo remedy should be promptly 
applied to check so great a drain as this. Of course 
untold millions hâve already gone beyond our reach, 
but that should not deter us from speedily repairing 
the breach through which it escaped. In my judg- 
ment, the prevailing practice, adopted and sanctioned 
by the government, for proving pension claims, is a 
standing invitation to, and premium upon, fraud and 
perjury. Everything is done in the dark, and ail on 
one side. Nobody cross-examines the witnesses. 
Even the officers who administer the oaths hâve no 
knowledge of the contents of the papers to which 
they certify. Why is this so, and why has it riot 
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been remedied before ? Because onr senators and 
représentatives in Congress stand in idiotie dread of 
offending the soldiers. It's ail bosh ! The good and 
brave soldiers who bore the brunt of the war in the 
fore-front of battle will welcome such a remedy with 
gladness — in fact they are, and long hâve been, 
demanding it. No good ând faithf ul soldier, whether 
entitled to a pension or not, will object to any rea- 
Bonable safegnard against fraud. Dépend upon it, 
my friends, that any ex-soldier who does object to 
Buch safegnards is a fit object for suspicion. 

There are many ways in which the présent prac- 
tice might be changed for the better — indeed, almost 
any change would be an improvement — bnt.Iventure 
to suggest one which would cost but little more than 
the présent method, as it would relieve from duty a 
large number of salaried men now employed in 
Washington. I would divide the whole United 
States into pension districts large enough to make 
business for two pension judges the year round. I 
would appoint two pension judges for each district, 
one of whom should be a well-trained lawyer and 
the other a skilful physician and surgeon; and I 
would allow them a reasonable salary, besides ex- 
penses; and they should also be provided with a 
stenographer. I would make it the duty of thèse 
judges to hold a duly advertised court, at least once 
a year, in every county in their respective districts, 
in which court no counsel on either side should be 
required or allowed. I would require the judges to 
act with entire impartiality betwoen the claimants 
and the government, to make every practicable en- 
deavor to get at the exact tnrf|MBd justice of every 
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case, Bnâ. to make such décision therein as trutli and 
justico require. At the first session of such court in 
eve'-j county, I would require every pensioner and 
clpimant for pension residing in the county to appear 
personally before the court, unless excused for good 
cause shown, I would make it the duty of the court 
to make such physical examination of the pensionera 
and claimants as might be necessary to a correct un- 
derstanding of their condition, and also to examine 
them and such witnesses (pro and con) as live in the 
county, under oath, touching the facts upon which 
the pension, or claim therefor, is founded. AU wit- 
nesses, on either side, living in another county, should 
be directed to go before the court in the county where 
theyrespectively réside and there beexamined bythe 
court — ail examinations previously taken being trans- 
mitted to that county for use by the court in exam- 
ining such witnesses — and when the prooï is ail 
taken it should be returned to the court where the 
claimant résides, for final décision. The government 
should also employ an agent in each district to hunt 
up witnesses and other évidence in opposition to un- 
just claims. I would also require a " calendar," as 
the lawyers call it, to be made up and published in 
two newspapers of opposite politics in every county, 
at least four weeks before the sitting of the court in 
that county, containing the name of every claimant 
and showing briefly the ground of his claim. Many 
other détails would be required to put the machinery 
into working order, but I need not pursue the matter 
further hère. If some such practice as this had 
been established at the close of the late war, I be- 
lieve the very publicity of the proceedings, to say 
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nothing of any other improvement, would hâve saved 
liundreds of millions to the government before this 
time. 

But shall we lie still and do nothing until Con- 
gress amends the practice ? By no means ! The 
mutterings of my wooden-legged friend are ail right 
so far as they go — everybody should talk right ont 
loud about every case of f raud within his knowledge 
— but that is not enough. The facts, with names of 
witnesses, should be written out and sent to the 
commissioner of pensions. I hâve heard that such 
complaints are sometimes ignored, but that is no ex- 
cuse for our failure to do our duty. If we know 
facts that we fail to report, the responsibility is on 
us for any wrong that we could possibly set right ; 
but if we make due report, then we shift the respon- 
sibility from ourselves to the government. I think 
we do tbo little growling and too little reporting of 
information. Let us reform ! 

As the end of the first year since the birth of the 
Church of Practical Religion began to draw near, 
the members discussed from time to time, among 
themselves in private conversation and at their busi- 
ness meetings, the question of building- or buying a 
meeting-house exclusively for their own use. Our 
membership was now considerably the largest of 
any church in the village, and many of our members 
felt not a little pride in the fact that they had con- 
quered a place for themselves in the community, and 
had become, to ail appearances, thoroughly and per-' 
manently established. Nevertheless, Uncle Job was 
opposed to any exhibition of pride or strength, al- 
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thoTigh he acknowledged that we had been bearing 
pretty lieavily upon Brother Benson in using his 
hall so long for notliing, and, besides, lie thonght a 
building could be designed expressly for our use 
that would suit us better than the hall. He had 
been thinking, he said, of one of the roUer skating 
rinks that had apparently about had its day as a 
rink. In fact, he had ascertained that the best one 
(near the central part of the village) could be bought 
for two thousand dollars, with the land on which it 
stood. He advocated buying this rink and fixing it 
up to suit our own convenience. He said we should 
need more and better seats than the rink now con- 
tained, and that he had been studying on a plan by 
which the floor could be covered with settees so ar- 
ranged and secured together in blocks that when we 
required the room for festive occasions the several 
blocks of settees could be ail drawn up to the ceil- 
ing by puUeys, thus clearing the floor in a few min- 
utes, or arranging it again for our Sunday meetings, 
with as little trouble. He thought, he said, there 
could be no manifestation of pride in the ownership 
of this humble édifice, and as for our strength, we 
couldn't hide that if we tried, and he didn't know aa 
we ought to try to hide it ; but he thought we ought 
to be careful to do nothing which seemed like boast- 
ing of our growth or strength. Goliath, he said, had 
done some boasting once, and a little fellow had 
corne out and knocked him on the head. That story, 
whether truth or fiction, was chokefull of human 
nature, he said, and we should leam wisdom from 
Goliath's expérience. 
While this matter was under discussion, and had 
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been bruited to some extent outside the Churcli, a 
Mr. Fistula made application for membership in the 
Church, and accompanied his application with an 
offer of five thousand dollars to aid in building a 
new church édifice. Mr. Fistula took pains to say, 
in connection with his proposed gift, that it was not 
intended to influence in the smallest degree the 
action of the Church in approving or rejecting his 
application for membership. The money could be 
accepted and his application rejected. A fuU report 
of the debate on thèse questions in the business 
meeting would be very interesting reading ; but in 
the intertîst of brevity I must be content, and so 
must the reader, with a plain jiarrative of the most 
prominent facts. 

Mr. Fistula's first appearance in Pinville was in 
the year 1862, in the very midst of the war, when he 
leased a place which had previously been a low 
groggery, and converted it into a hôtel, as lie styled 
it, but it was still a groggery as low as before, and 
in addition Mr. Fistula made it a house of ill-fame 
of the worst character. Many and many were the 
stories of robberies and other kinds of foui play that 
took place there during and just after the war, when 
so many silly soldiers had more money than they 
knew what to do with. It was darkly hinted that 
more than one man who went in there at night was 
never seen or heard of afterward outside. Some 
efforts were made by the police and by the courts 
and juries to suppress the house, but the house and 
its keeper had such a very bad réputation that the 
public sympathy was not very strong in favor of 
anyone who would be so foolish or wicked as to 
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enter there. At ail events, tlie business was not 
seriously interfered with, and it grew and jB.ourished 
"like a weed on a dung pile," as Uncle Job said. 
The business was so profitable that its proprietor, 
who had nothing to begin with, was able to buy the 
building and furniture at the end of the first year, 
and his prosperity continued so great that at the 
end of the second year he bought and equipped an- 
other building in a distant part of the village, and 
started another man as mean as himself in the same 
kind of business. The business continued to flourish 
in both places, and soon Mr. Fistula had money to 
loan, and in five years from his first venture in Pin- 
ville he began to be recognized as one of the wealthy 
men of the village, and in another five years he be- 
gan to feel that his business was too degrading for a 
man of his wealth and influence to be engaged in, 
personally, and so he rented out both of his brothels 
to two men to whom such business was congenial 
pastime. Mr. Fistula then purchased some bank 
stock, and became a director ; bought and furnished 
a splendid résidence on the most fashionable street 
in town, and suddenly developed into a man of ex- 
cellent manners, fine dress, and exemplary conduct. 
Up to that time he, as well as his wife and children, 
had lived in a brothel during their whole résidence 
in Pinville-, and he still owned and drew monthly 
revenues from the houses and business before men- 
tioned. It is needless to follow the family through 
their up-hill struggle of maay years to gain admis- 
sion into the society of respectable people. In 
short, there were many so uncharitable as to affirm 
that his application for membership in the Chnrch 
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of Practical Religion was, in efifect, only a reqnest 
to the Church to galvanize his old stains with a 
sliining silver plate, and that liis ofifer of money was 
intended as a good, sound considération for the job. 

In the business meeting, at which thèse questions 
were settled, many jokes were cracked, and many 
hearty laughs were indulged in, at the expense of 
Mr. Fistula; but it must suffice to say that not a 
solitary member was in favor of admitting him into 
the Church, though there was a différence of opinion 
as to the propriety of accepting his gift. After 
many h ad spoken for and against — 

Sawyer. My brethren, it seems to me that the prin- 
ciple upon which you hâve already virtually decided 
the main question in this case ought very quîckly to 
dispose of the subordinate question in the same way. 
I hâve heard no voice raised hère in favor of receiv- 
ing Mr. Fistula into our fellowship. "Why is this ? 
I suppose ifc to be because he has not in reality-re- 
formed; that he has neither repented, nor done 
Works meet for repentance. There used to be a say- 
ing among the Connecticut Yankees that you might 
as well eat the devil as to drink his broth. Now, in 
this case, having rejected the devil as unfit for food, 
shall we, nevertheless, proceed to drink his broth as 
though it were wholesome? This money is a part 
of the fruit of ycars of sin. I know some of you 
hâve argued truly that the money is inanimate, cold, 
and unfeeling, and has taken no intelligent part in 
the sin ; but we must look beyond such things. If 
we accept this money, we say to the world that in 
our eyes ill-gotten money is as good as any, which 
seems to me to amount almost to an indorsement — 
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an affirmative approval — of tlie evil practices by 
which the money was won, and I am sure none of us 
would knowingly do that. Suppose we accept this, 
gif t, knowing, as we do, the methods by which it was 
gathered together, can we ever again consistently 
condemn those methods ? It is regarded as a truism 
among mankind that the partaker is as bad as the 
thief. How can we accept this gift without lower- 
ing ourselves, in a spiritual sensé, not only to the 
level of Mr. Fistula, but also to the level of those 
instruments of his whose debauchery has been the 
means of hiswealth? What good can we do with 
this money, if we accept it, that will not be far over- 
balanced by the evil of a seeming approval on our 
part of the processes employed in accumulating it? 
We can not effectively condemn with words what we 
at the same time commend by our acts ; but ail evil 
should be condemned by both voice and action, and 
no chance left for doubt as to our sincerity. 

Again, some of you hâve alleged, as though it 
were a crushing argument, that a case was never 
known where a church has rejected a donation 
simply because it was the product of sin. I do not 
know whether this assertion is true or not ; but it is 
enough for us to be reminded that this church is not 
governed by précèdent, but by the try-square. If, 
however, the assertion be true, it may be the reason, 
or a reason, why the church has never made more 
headway against sin in the past. It is impossible to 
serve both God and Mammon. 

Some of the words spoken of rich men by one of 
the great reformers of past times hâve been hard to 
understand, especially where he says that it shall be 
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hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven, 
and in anotlier place where a rich man is direct ed to 
sell wbat he bas and give it to tbe poor. I conceive 
that Christ was not well reported concerning thèse 
sayings. In the nature of things, he conld not hâve 
intended his remarks to applytoall men of properirf, 
but both of the remarks just mentioned doubtless 
had référence to a man (well known by the reformer 
and those about him) who had acquired wealth un- 
justly. Suppose, if ]^ou can, that Christ had said 
thèse things of, or to, Mr. Fistula ; then we could 
ail see perfect fitness in them. Hence I say the 
reporter neglected to mention collatéral facts es- 
sential to a correct understanding of the teaching. 

I hâve heretofore, in speaking of repentance, tried 
to express my idea that effective repentance for a 
sin — repentance that brings pardon — must be evi- 
denced by a surrender of the entire fruits of the sin^ 
and a sincère, earnest, energetic effort to repair the 
wrong done. By fruits of sin I mean hère, of course, 
only those advantages which accrue to the sinner 
from his sin, and not those awful conséquences 
which, in Mr. Fistula's case, will foUow his victims 
for unnumbered générations. Much of the wrong 
done by Mr. Fistula is past repair, and therefore I 
do not see how he can ever be entirely pardoned by 
any just judge hère or hereafter. But he can sell 
what he has, and give to the poor, and he can also 
cease to do evil, and learn to do well. When he has 
done ail this, in good faith, it will be our duty to 
render him every assistance in our power ; but until 
that time my vote shall be cast to reject both him 
and his corrupt offering. 
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Bep. Immediately âfter this speech a separate 
vote was taken on each proposition. On the appli- 
cation for membership the vote was unanimous in 
the négative. On the question of the gift, while 
there was no vote in favor of accepting it, yet there 
were a number of those, who had argued for its ac- 
ceptance, who refrained from voting. They mani- 
fested no ill-feeling, but rather seemed to hâve been 
convinced against their will, and yet lacked the 
grâce to frankly admit it. 

The sequel is soon told — a fact which Uncle Job 
said privately was most lamentable for the cause of 
righteousness. Soon after it became publicly known 
that the Church of Practical Religion had declined 
to receive either Mr. Fistula or his money, he was 
visited by a committee from the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. It is necessary to say that this society 
had recently overdone themselves by goîng heavily 
in debt to build a costly church édifice beyond their 
needs, as well as beyond their financial strength. 
Outsiders do not know what negotiations took place 
between the committee and Mr. Fistula, nor (except 
by inference) do they know the object of the said 
visit, but they do know that in as short a time after- 
wards as décent appearances would permit, Mr. 
Fistula became a fuU-fledged member of the M. E. 
Church, and about the same time his money lightened 
the burden of that church to the extent of three 
thousand dollars. 

There was a good deal of guessing and discussing 
over the fact that Mr. Fistula offered two thousand 
dollars moire for the indorsement he sougM than he 
paid for the indorsement he got, Some thought that 

V'- "^ ■ * ^ . 
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this différence represented thé relative values of the 
two indorsements, in Lis estimation, while others 
argued that he probably valued one as highly as the 
other, and that the less priée paid to the Methodists 
was only an exhibition of thrift in taking advantago 
of the market and buying what he wanted as cheaply 
as possible. The question remains unsolved to date. 

While the subject just disposed of was still fresh 
in the public mind, several of us were in TJncle Job's 
office one day engaged in gênerai conversation on 
varions topics, when ail of a sudden — 

Mr. Nash. TJncle Job, "why don't you pitch into 
some of the other churches of this place and arraign 
them sharply for their rotten constituencies ? Tou 
profess to believe in that method of reform work, 
and you hâve practiced it pretty generally ail around 
except as against the churches. Now, look at the 

church ! Mr. A. is the king-pin in that crowd ; 

and what of him? He has sucked the blood of 
widows and orphans until he has become enormously 
rich. I ne ver heard of his doing a single commend- 
able act ; but the worst of it is that, as everybody 
knows, légal proceedings were once commenced 
against him for incest ; and, while nobody doubted 
his guilt, his wealth secured a compromise, and the 
matter was hushed up, so far as actual publicity is 
concerned, and he continues to pay his regular dues 
and retains his standing in the church. 

Then take Mr. B., Mr. C, Mr. D., Mr. E., Mr. F., 
Mr. G., Mr. H., Mr. L, Mr. J., and Mr. K. — every sol- 
itary one of them took advantage of the bankrupt act 
under circumstances that leave no room to doubt 
they not only clieated their creditors, but added per- 
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jury to fraud. Every solitary one of tliem, after get- 
ting through bankruptcy, stiddenly became tlie owner 
of a large property, through transfers from relatives 
and friends who had been hiding it from the credit- 
ors to whom it belonged. Some of thèse men be- 
longed to the church before their bankruptcy, and 
some hâve joined since ; but ail are members now 
and in excellent standing. They occupy the best 
seats, and they run the church. The really good men 
in that church hâve but little voice in its affairs. 

Then take the church. In some respects I 

don't think it is as bad as the one I hâve just de- 
scribed ; but, to say nothing of anything else, just 
take out of that church the men who are interested, 
directly or indirectly, in what we call the whisky 
business, and that shop would be obliged to suspend 
business for want of funds. There are only two men 
in that church able to pay a décent pew-rent who are 
not so interested. Just think ! Two owners of dis- 
tilleries ; two owners of malt-houses ; three owners 
of breweries ; three wholesale liquor dealers, not al- 
ready included ; five owners of hôtels, saloons, and 
holes where hell-fire is sold ; and nine whose principal 
business is the selling of liquor at retail. Great 
God! Why don't that church sink? No wonder 
their paator preached a most impudent, outrageons, 
devilish sermon against those noble, self-sacrificing 
women when they tried to check the ravages of rum 
by the crusade ! He served his clients then like a 
well-paid attorney. 

Then there is the Methodist church. But I needn't 
go into particulars about them ; for they hâve just 
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shown what they are made of by selling tliemselves 
to old Fistula for a mess of dirty pot-pie. 

The Unitarians are the best of the«wliole lot, and 
I won't try to pick any flaws with them ; but thèse 
others — Oh, what a furious rattling you conld make 
among the dry-bones if you would only drag your 
rake among them ! Why don't you do it ? 

Bep. Mr. Nash got quite excited during hîs talk, 
and spoke with a loud, high-pitched voice, and very 
rapidly. One not accustomed to his eccentric man- 
ners would hâve supposed he was very angry about 
something, or at somebody — perhaps, at the person 
he was chiefly addressing ; but ail knew him inti- 
mately, and listened respectfuUy to his speech — two 
or three occasionally smiling at his véhémence, and 
one interrupting once to remind him that none of the 
party was deaf. At the close of this little speech — 

Sawyer. While I am not, from personal knowledge, 
able to unqualifiedly indorse ail the charges you 
make, yet, from gênerai repute, I can not say that 
you hâve exaggerated anything. In fact, you hâve 
by no means told ail ; but you hâve jumped, as it 
were, from headland to headland without foUowing 
the crooks and tums that lie between. I fuUy real- 
ize, I think, the awful condition of things that you 
hâve so forcibly depicted. It was this realization, 
* above ail things else, that moved me to inaugurate 
the project which, down to this point, h as succeeded 
so gloriously; and, with that recollection still in 
mind, I must say that I regard your question as en- 
tirely pertinent and proper, and so I will answer it 
as best I can. 

In the first place, I hâve never yet seen the way 
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cleai*, nor felt that the proper time had arrived. I 
shall not underfcake now to answer for the future, but 
shall liold myself free to do whatever my judgment 
and conscience, point out as my duty for every hour 
as it cornes. But I may say that I hâve sometimes 
thouglit that, perhaps, the course I hâve been pursu- 
ing was better than the one you suggest. It is an 
old saying that actions speak louder than words, and 
it has been my aim, in part, to point out the weak- 
nesses of the old churches, and thus endeavor to re- 
form them, by setting before them our own good 
example— conspicuously in contrast with the unpleg^s- 
ant state of things you hâve described, and I hope 
also in som*e other respects. If we continue in the 
future to conduct ourselves as well as we hâve thus 
far, I think the world will discover whatever différ- 
ences there may be between the Church of Practical 
Beligion and other churches without having to be 
told of them. 

Then, there is a great body of good people in ail of 
the old churches — people who are thoroughly awake 
to the evils you point out, but who hâve been borne 
down and overshadowed by the bad élément — ^and 
thèse good people I do not wish to estrange or an- 
tagonize by seeming to strike at them, or at the church 
of which they are members. On the contrary, it is 
my désire to encourage, to stimulate them to rise 
above the corrupt cliques that now control them, and 
to reform their organizations from the inside.' Ton 
know they profess, as we do, to be laboring for the 
betterment of the world, and I deem it far wiser 
to try to bring them into line with us than to so 
maneuver as to array them against us. How long 
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this policy îs to be followed must be determined by 
circumstances and the developments of time. 

Eep. It may be said Lere, briefly, tliougli outside 
of my gênerai purpose, that, not long affcer the élec- 
tion at which Mr. Gibson was defeated, in response 
to a considérable demand in Needleton, he organized 
in tliat village a Church of Practical Religion, in ail 
respects similar to the one in Pinville, and he was 
duly installed as its pastor. At this writing Mr. 
Gibson's church is flourishing grandly, and he ia de- 
veloping into a preacher of no ordinary power. 
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tJNCLE JOB DISCOURSES UPON CHRIST, SPIRIT, AND THE 
RESURRECTION, RESIDES PRACTICAL MATTERS. 

Bep. From time to time, Uncle Job fiUed an entire 
afternoon service with the reading of one of Shak- 
spere's dramas, in an abridged form. His abridg- 
mentwas produced by expunging ail of those consid- 
érable portions of the author's work which hâve 
little or no interest to the average mind, and substî- 
tuting therefor brief summaries in prose containing 
the material substance of the expunged portions, to- 
gether with any other matter deemed necessary tq 
connect and explain the portions not expunged nor . 
abridged. Thèse abridgements were carefully writ- 
ten out and pasted in their proper places in the vol- 
ume from which Uncle Job read. The design was to 
préserve ail the beauty and grandeur of Shakspere's 
conception and expression, while discarding, to the 
fuUest possible extent those portions which Uncle 
Job called " mère lumber." Besides thèse condensa- 
tions, he also " modemized the text," as he phrased 
it, of the remaining portions. That is, ail obsolète 
or doubtful words were replaced by well-understood 
words in current use, and sômetimes Shakspere's 
phraseology was slightly altered, when the author's 
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thought could be rendered more clear thereby wîth- 
oufc impairing the majesty and beauty of his diction. 
Ail thèse changes are noted in the volume aforesaid, 
so that the reader reads right along as though he 
were reading the original text. 

Down to this writing, we hâve had rendered in this 
way the foUowing plays : " Julius Caesar," " Henry 
the Eighth," "The Merchant of Venice," "Macbeth," 
and "Hamlet" Uncle Job is an excellent reader, 
and it is a rich treat to hear him read one of his 
abridgments. He seldom consumes more than an 
hour and a half in reading an entire play, thus 
abridged, and I h'ave failed to discover thus far that 
anything of real value has been left out. The idea 
has already entered my head to beg Uncle Job's per- 
mission to publish his abridged édition of Shakspere 
when he shall hâve extended his work so as to em- 
brace ail of the more popular dramas. I feel sure 
that ail whose knowledge of Shakspere is yet to be 
acquired will feel grateful for so great an assistant 
and time-saver. 

In one of his préludes : 

Sawyer. Somebody has sent up a note alluding to 
my speaking of Christ the other day as the Great 
RiformeTy and then the writer asks, " Do you really 
believe that such a man as Christ is described to 
hâve been ever lived ?" The writer takes pains to 
add emphatically his own disbelief. Now, I can't 
answer this question by Tes or No. I do not believe 
that any man was ever the son of God in any other 
or larger sensé than ail men are sons of God. But 
expurgate f rom the story of Christ ail the miraculous 
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and the absurd, and we still Lave left one of the 
grandest characters in literatnre. It matters not to 
me whether Christ was a real personage or the in- 
vention of some unknown writer of fiction. If the 
latter alternative be assumed as true, then I think 
the man, whoever he was, who conceived, created, 
and delineated the character of Jésus Christ must 
necessarily hâve contained within himself aU the 
éléments of goodness, gentleness, charity, simplicity, 
sublimity, greatness, and grandeur that he put into 
the character of his créature. In other words, the 
créature could not excel, in any respect, its creator — 
on the principle that a fountain cànnot rise higher 
than its source. So I say, whoever he was — a real 
Christ, or the author of a fictitious Christ — ^I humbly 
bow to hlm; I venerate him; I reach across the 
abyss of centuries that séparâtes us to shake him by 
the hand, and to thank him, in the name of ail man- 
kind, for the light he has shed upon the earth. He 
succeeded in moving the world as it has seldom been 
moved by a single man. It was through no fault of 
his that fools put absurdities into his mouth, and 
knaves misrepresented and lied about him. He did 
much to remove many false notions that had pre- 
viously prevailed, and it was not his fault that inan- 
kind hâve since adopted other notions equally false. 
He never pretended that his death would wash away 
the sins of the world ; nor that " baker's bread and 
grocer's wine" (Théodore Parker) could be so 
changed as to become a part of his body and blood, 
nor that partaking of su ch bread and wine (or body 
and blood, if you please) would heal the effects of 
sin. Such nonsense was invented long af fcer the time 
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when Christ is supposée! to hâve lived. I speak pos- 
itively on this point, be cause I assume the logical 
fact that no really goocl man ever made falsê prê- 
teuses of any kind, unless driven to it by stress o£ 
circumstances. For instance, Moses (another great 
and good man) was pardonable, to a considérable 
ext^nt, if not wholly so, for the pious fraud^ he prac- 
ticed. Circumstances not of his seeking had made 
him absolute ruler over a stiff-necked people who 
had no established laws or customs. They ail knew 
that he had no royal blood in his veins, but was one 
of themselves. Therefore they would treat his or- 
ders with contempt, unless he made them belle ve he 
"was directed by a supernatural power. So he was 
accustomed to préface whatever he wanted to say by 
words indicating that God had said ifc. In a certain 
sensé this was not untrue, in so far as what he said 
was the utterance of natural truth. The Ten Com- 
mandments, for instance, properly interpreted, are 
in the main laws of God, pre-existing from the be- 
ginning of time, and hence it was not improper to 
assert that God dictated them ; but Moses felt com- 
pelled (and perhaps he was justified by his trying 
situation — I shall not stop to discuss that) to go 
further, and falsely prétend that God had actually 
chiseled the Commandments on the stone tablets with 
his own h and. 

I hâve failed to discover any circumstances to 
justify Christ in making false prêteuses, and so, as I 
said before, I deny that he made any. 

Eep. In the opening services one Sunday in 
May — 
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Sawter. I have for some time been thinking of 
giving a few practical lessons in botany, for the 
reason that I have frequently been not only an- 
noyed, but actually disgusted, at finding people of 
the highest intelligence most wofuUy ignorant of 
the différences which distinguish many of our com- 
monest yarieties of trees, shrubs, and plftnts. I am 
not a scientific botanist — ^I am not a botanist at ail — 
but I have learned to recognize, by the countenance 
or features, as it were, nearly ail of the vegetable 
kingdom that inhabit this climate. One of our 
young ladies just out of school is very expert in 
analyzing the blossoms of trees and other plants, and 
in that way determining the name and nature of the 
plant that bore the flower, by référence to a book 
which she has. But I found her generally quite 
nonplused if I showed her a leaf, pièce of bark, or 
section of wood from a plant, shrub, or tree, if I did 
not also produce the blossom belonging to each. A 
person who has a thorough practical knowledge of 
botany will seldom need to examine a flower, but he 
will instantly recognize almost any plant, tree, or 
shrub by a glance at a leaf, twig, or chip. I have 
said this much in order to give meaning to what I 
am about to say. Arrangements are nearly perfected 
by which, some Sunday early in June, ail who désire 
to can go on an excursion out to Mr. EUsworth's 
f arm, about ten miles from hère on the railway, for 
the purpose of taking a practical lesson on the sub- 
ject I have introduced. Mr. EUsworth has a large 
tract of timber of ail sizes and varieties common in 
this section, IjJMjiitWif by the railroad, and he in- 
forma me ihaiieMliftiLAommenced to clear off a few 





234 TRT-SQTJABE. 

acres where we shall be free to eut and slash to our 
heart's content. He promises to be there himself 
with an ax to chop into any tree that anybody may 
■wish to investigate. Open fields lie adjacent to the 
woods, and there is also near by a sort of wilderness, 
half wood, Lalf open, part ravine, part swamp, and 
part dry, •where many varieties of plants, trees, and 
shrubs grow in great profusion. The railroad Com- 
pany hâve agreed to run a train especially for us at 
reasonable excursion rates. I shall try to hâve on 
hand a sufficient number of practical woodmen with 
axes or hatchets to act as teachers. This excursion 
will not be limited to our own members, but ail well- 
disposed persons are cordially invited. In order to 
secure us against the intrusion of ill-disposed per- 
sons, ail tickets will be issued by the executive com- 
mittee of this Church, and the committee will exer- 
cise discrétion in withholding tickets from unworthy 
persons. AU who wish to go should procure their 
tickets as early as Saturday noon, so that the rail- 
road officiais may hâve timely information as to how 
many cars will be required. The train will leave the 
station at 10 A.M., and will return about 5 or 6 p.m. 
Of course, whatever food will be required during our 
absence must be carried from hère. 

I sincerely trust that ail w^ho décide to take this 
trip will be made better thereby, and that the hours 
thus employed may be added to the time spent in 
" searching to find ont God." 

Rep. It remains only to say that the above pro- 
gramme was carried out with signal success. The 
day was ail that could be desired for such an occa- 
sion^ and no untoward incident occurred that could 
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serve as a text for unfavorable criticism. Over eight 
tundred persons availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity, and ail, like Oliver Twist, expressed a wish 
for more. Other similar excursions were had during 
the summer with equal success — one in each of the 
months of July, August, September, and October. 
Only two trips were made to EUsworth's farm, but 
other parts of the country were visited with a view 
to other branches of instruction than botany, one 
trip being devoted particularly to geology and 
minéralogy. 

■ 

One day a collège professor from a neighboring 
state, who had been sojourning a few days in Pin- 
ville, was introduced to Uncle Job. The professor had 
attended the services at the Church of Practical Ee- 
ligion on the preceding Sunday, and on being intro- 
duced, he undertook to express his admiration for 
Uncle Job's preaching, and among other things in 
that Une he said he thought the address he had 
listened to was a veryfine one — 

Sawyer (interrupting). Now you hâve touched me 
in a tender place indeed. Favorable comment, when 
it comes from the heart, is always gratifying, al- 
though it may embarrass us to receive it in person, 
at first hand ; and even unfavorable comments, when 
not meànt to be unfavorable, should doubtless be 
received in the same spirit that conceived them. 
Yet I feel that I must mildly protest against being 
called a Jine preacher, even at the risk of offending a 
real friend, though I intend no offense. The fact is 
that Jine preaching is just what I hâve been trying 
ail the while to avoid above ail other things, and I 
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should be sorry, indeed, if I had fadled after ail. My 
candid opinion is tliat in thèse latter days the whole 
world is being greatly afflicted with a superabund- 
ance of fine writing and fine speaking. If you want 
to find rugged strength in literature, you must go 
back to the writings of the older times when (al- 
though we may reject the sentiment expressed) every 
Word had an edge like a knife, and every sentence 
was pregnant — actually squirming — with thought 
and feeling. But in thèse " weak piping times ^^ fine 
writing and^ne speaking (which nearly ail seem to 
be struggling after) appear to consist in so smooth- 
ing away the sharp edges and polishing o£f the 
rugged places as to hide or destroy whatever yital 
principle of thought the writer or speaker may hâve 
intended to convey (if any) by his diction, so that 
the reader or hearer, as Hosea Biglow says, seems 
to " slide rite ofif as you du on the eedge of a mow." 
Fine writing and fine speaking seem to be chiefly 
employed by persons who really hâve nothing to say, 
but who either thinlz they hâve, or wish to make 6e- 
lieve they hâve. You leave the room where you hâve 
listened to what the latter-day critics call a fine 
speech, and you can not recall a single idea that the 
speaker conveyed to your mind, yet you felt highly 
pleased with the speech during its delivery, and the 
pleasant sensation continues for some time — in 
short, you are impressed in ail respects very much 
as one is who listens to the strains of an ^olian 
harp or other untuned and untrained music. Fine 
writing is even worse than fine speaking, for the 
former lacks the musical effect found in the latter. 
You simply wade through words, words, words, in 



SANITARY MATTERS. 237 

search of an idea, and too often your labors go unre- 
warded. 

Ppopessor. I acknowledge the truth and justice of 
your strictures for the most part, and assure you 
that I did not intend to use the word jîne in the 
sensé that seems to hâve struck you. I was trying 
to convey to your mind the fact that your preaching 
met my approval, and in doing so I used iîhe word 
fine without thought of the new and stilted meaning 
that is being grafted upon it of late. But don't you 
think you hâve made your remarks almost too 
sweeping ? 

Sawyer. Tes, I was intending to qualify them by 
admitting that some of the finest writers and speakers 
really hâve something to say, and they often say it, 
too, with the greatest force and effect; but to my 
mind they do their best work when they make their 
least effort to hefine. 

Eep. Uncle Job f requently drops hints on sanitary 
matters*in his sermons, and also in private conversa- 
tion ; but one Sunday, when the public mind was 
somewhat excited over an expected Visitation of 
choiera, he devoted a whole sermon to the condition 
of our village ; from which I will make a few ex- 
tracts, not so much because it contains anything new, 
as to show what kind of pulpit dissertation he 
deemed compatible with the worship of God. 

Sawyer. What I am about to say concerning the 
sanitary condition of this village is not intended to 
condemn Pinville below ail other places; but will 
apply with nearly equal force to most towns of its 
size anywhere. The fact is, there is a point in the 
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growth of every considérable town ai^d cîty when îts 
sanitary condition becomes simply terrible — and 
Pinville is now right in that worst period — I hope,. 
at least, that we shall never be any worse in that re- 
spect than we are to-day. That terrible point lies 
just before the transition from an overgrown village, 
without sewers or water-works, into a well-regulated 
city, with ail needed sanitary improvements. When 
the territory occupied by this village was only a 
rural neighborhood, it was doubtless as healthy a 
place to live in as any in the United States; but 
when the same ground is covered by a compact vil- 
lage without sewers or drainage, and without water, 
except from the natural sources, it becomes quite 
auother thing, unless unusual care and caution are 
exercised by every inhabitant. Most of the water 
used for drinking and for cooking is drawn from 
. wells, and I do not believe there is a particle of such 
water in the village that is pure and wholesome. On 
the flat portion of the town the wells are mostly 
made by driving iron tubes into the ground, a6d somé 
seem to think, because a dog or cat cannot fall into 
one of thèse wells, that they are proof against im- 
purities of ail kinds. But this whole flat has been 
formed by the deposit of cobblestones, gravel, sand, 
and clay brought down by the river in an early day, 
and we ail know it to be very porous. Now, every^ 
family has its cess-pool and its privy-vault, and there 
is no drain from either, except by percîolation down- 
ward through the porous earth and stones. The 
pumps, coustantly drawing water from the bottom of 
the wells, create vacuums there which hâve to be 
supplied continually from the surface ; and, as the 
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cess-pool and privy usually hâve more moisture than 
JDther portions of the surface, they must be expected 
to furnish rather more than an even share toward 
fiUing the yacuums at the bottom of the wells. Of 
course, the most' offensive portions of the water are 
strained out on its course through the sand, etc., 
towards the vacuums — at least, this is so until a well- 
defined channel has been worn direct from the cess- 
pool or vault to the vacuum, as often happens. If 
anjbody doubts the existence of such underground 
channels, I would refer him to Mr. William New- 
comb, who lost the use of a well entirely because, 
after a time, it became connected by such a channel 
with the gas-house, more than thirty rods away, and 
its waters were offensively impregnated with the 
refuse from the manufacture of gas. But some say 
that, while this may be so on the flat, it cannot be 
so on the side-hill, portion of the village, because 
there ail wells hâve to be sunk through the solid 
rock. I was once of the latter opinion myself ; but 
expérience and reflection hâve led me to change my 
mind. Ail the water that we draw from the earth 
has first to get into the earth from the surface. This 
is proved by the fact that a long-continued drouth 
will dry up any well, unless it is fed directly from 
lake or river. The water somehow finds its way down 
through the rocks, and the contents of cess-pools and 
privies are just as likely to find their way into the 
wells as pure water is. Wherever we can see the 
perpendicular formation of the rocks, as in ravines, 
we observe that every few feet (sometimes every few 
inches) a perpendicular seam, crevice, or fault occurs, 
and the horizontal layers^ too, are full of seams 
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tJhrough which water slowly oozes, and I suppose 
this formation to be just the same where the rocks 
are hidden from our sight. At any rate, I know the 
fact that a side-hill well on mj own premises, whicli 
used to supply a whole neighborhood with excellent 
water, bas become nnfit for domestic use since Mr. 
Watson built Lis barn about five years ago. The 
barn stands' about twenty rods from the well, nearly 
above, but partly to one side. The first year or two 
af ter the barn was built the water was not noticeably 
affected ; but the third year, in the spring, when the 
frost was leaving the ground, the water became 
slightly colored, but corrected its color when settled 
weather came. The next year it was worse, and this 
spring it was so bad that the water looked as though 
ît had been dipped from a pool near the manure-heap 
in the barn-yard. There was no mistaking the cause 
of the difficulty. 

Many who réside near the river, recognizing the 
impurity of the well water, hâve resorted to river 
water, in the belief that runnîng water purifies itself. 
I am not prepared to say that water cannot purify 
itself if it has time enough and is subjected to the 
proper influences ; but I do not believe any purifica- 
tion takes place while running swiftly ten, or even 
fifty miles. Filth will become more or less dissolved 
and diluted in going that distance, and the heavier 
portions will settle to the bottom and continue to 
poUute the water that flows over them ; but it would 
require considérable évidence to convince me that 
the contents of a privy dumped into the river fifty 
miles above hère becomes chemically changed into 
pure and wholesome drinking-water by the time it 
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reaches us. I think such a proposition is absurd. 
Now, there are at least a dozen little villages 'on the 
river and its tributaries above ns, and every inhab- 
itant of every such village takes pains to throw ail 
the foui stuff possible into the streams. Then there 
are farm-houses and barns ail along between the vil- 
lages, and along every brook and brooklet from its 
mouth to its source, and the streams, large and 
small, are invariably made use of as the easiest mode 
of getting rid of ail manner of refuse and filth. Es- 
pecially do farmers set their privies over brooks 
vrhenever possible. And then it is not an uncommon 
thing to see a dead and decaying horse or other ani- 
mal lying partly in the water and partly out along the 
banks of the main stream and not far above us. In 
short, the river and its tributaries constitute a vast 
sewerage System for a considérable territory, and I 
believe it to be impossible for a receptable for filth 
to be at the same time the source of pure and whole- 
some water, at least to anybody below the highest 
riparian proprietor. In winter, when this same 
•water is frozen, our ice-houses are filled with it. 
Perhaps this cannot be avoided at présent, but I 
think the ice should only be used for cooling pur- 
poses, in refrigerators and ice-boxes, and that care 
should be taken to prevent the melted ice from 
mingling with anything that we eat or drink. I am 
not unmindful of the fact that much less filth flows 
into the river in winter than in summer, but yet I 
think it is never free from contamination. I must 
say that if some dire disease should seize upon us 
now, and sweep away a large part of our population. 
I should consider it a direct " Visitation of Grod." I 
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know there are some high-toned people who thînk 
that ôld phrase is out of date ; but I am always 
willing to give God his due, even to the extent of 
using old-fashioned expressions. I tell you agaiu, 
my friends, God is Law, and I firmly believe that 
the state of things I hâve outlined to-day is a stand- 
ing invitation to the ** angel of destruction." 

" What shall we do to be saved ? " 

First of ail, stop using both well water and river 
water for drinking and cooking. 

Second, thoroughly cleanse your cisterns, procure 
good filters, and hereafter use filtered rain water ex- 
clusively for drinking and ail culinary purposes. 

Third, destroy and fiU up your cess-pools with dry 
earth, and hereafter deposit your house-slops^on the 
surface of the bare ground in the broad glare of the 
sun. I hâve done this for years with excellent 
results. House-slops are not particularly offensive 
or unhealthy when first thrown out ; but by stand- 
ing in a pool until fermentation and partial décom- 
position take place, no privy-vault is more terrible. 
My waste pipe is an open wooden trough, and runs 
on top of the ground to a point near the roots of a 
thrifty tree, about fifty feet from the house, where 
the sun shines ail through the middle of the day, 
and the place of deposit is changed a few feet quite 
frèquently, the same places being usèd over and over 
again, and everything around there always seems 
perfectly sweet and wholesome. 

Fourth, destroy and fiU up your privy-vaults, set 
metallic pails (copper is best) to catch the droppings, 
treat the latter with dry pulverized earth, or gypsum, 
and empty as often as once a week in hot weather. 
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and two weeks is long enough for any tîme of year. 
If you hâve a garden, or other open ground, the con- 
tents of the pails may be safely buried there, but 
not deeply, where the sun shines. " Old Sol " and 
" Mother Earth " acting together are great purifiers 
when you give them a chance. Those who hâve no 
suitable place for burîal will, of course, hâve to hâve 
the contents of their pails carted away either to the 
suburbs, where the farmers and gardeners will wel- 
come them, or to the river, which we may as well use 
for a sewer as not, if everybody else continues to 
use it so, though I feel fearful that so much foui 
matter thrown into the river must poison the at- 
mosphere more or less, and I would like to see the 
practice entirely abandoned. There are lots of înen 
who will be glad to empty the pails and take care of 
their contents for a reasonable fee. Doubtless those 
who would hâve to hâve their pails carried away 
would also hâve to d^ likewise with their house- 
slops ; for it will not do to poUute the soil of our vil- 
lage and also the air by making vast réservoirs of 
filth underground where nothing can purify them, 
and where they remain and accumulate nastiness for 
years — twenty years, I hâve heard in one case. 
Thèse perennial, fermenting, festering, putrid pools 
of pollution generate an abundance of foui gases 
which force their way through the porous, overlying 
soil, and poison the air we breathe. 

Fifth, the things I hâve mentioned must be done, 
if at ail at the présent time, by the voluntary action 
of our people, for there is no inclination, in our 
corporate authorities, even indeed if the power exists, 
to make any such improvements or régulations as I 
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have suggested ; but I sincerely hope that thîs is 
that darkest hour that is said to précède the day. I 
hope our people will awake to a realization of iheir 
awful péril, and will work out for thernselves a 
thorough, radical, and permanent reform by the 
adoption of complète Systems of sewerage and water 
supply, as well as ail other needed sanitary mies 
and régulations. Thèse things, however, will xe- 
quire time and patience ; but the other changes that 
I have mentioned can be adopted at once, and they 
must be, as we value our lives. 

Rep. One Sunday Uncle Job found on his desk a 
written slip containing the question : " What is 
Practical Religion ? " 

Sawy£B. This question seems almost trivial at this 
late day and in this place, but I will assume that it 
cornes from one of the strangers présent, and so 
answer it briefly. 

Practical religion is religion that is expected to 
stand the wear and tear of actual practice — a kind of 
natural, every-day religion. To illustrate a little : 
those who have known me long, have observed that 
I wear the same clothing every day in the week — 
Sundays and ail. I also wear my religion in the 
same way. I have no more, nor better, nor différent 
religion on Sundays than on any other day. A per- 
son who wishes to live his religion every day must 
be careful not to adopt and profess an unreasonaile 
or impracticable religion. We think we have found 
a religion that will toash, and we have named it ac- 
cordingly. There is enough of it for everybody, and 
everybody is cordially invited to partàke thereof. 
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We hâve no faith in any religion that is too good to 
be practiced every day in thé week. 

Eep. At the opening of the Sunday exercises, one 
day, Uncle Job startled his audience — 

Sawyer. I am going to perform to-day in your 
présence as great a miracle as was ever performed 
by man since creation's dawn. 

Eep. Hère Uncle Job produced from his pocket a 
small gyroscope, of the simplest style, and after sub- 
jecting it to the necessary manipulption, held it up 
and pointed ont that it seemed to defy the law of 
gravitation. 

Sawyer. No philosopher has ever satisfactorily 
explained the why and the wherefore of the move- 
ments of this little toy. Yet its movements are gov- 
erned by law as much as the stars are in their 
courses. In fact, I am somewhat of the opinion that 
the same law that governs the solar System is also 
manifesting itself hère before our very eyes. As I 
said before, no greater miracle was ever performed 
by human agency than you hâve witnessed to-day ; 
and yet this is not a miracle at ail. In other words, 
there is no such thing as a miracle, and ne ver was. 
Everything that we do not understand is mysterious, 
but not mircundous, To believe in miracles is to be- 
lieve that the world is not governed by law, which^s 
false and absurd. Some of the mvsteries which were 
formerly called miracles hâve been fuUy solved and 
explained, and perhaps others may be in the fulness 
of time ; but some that we read of are so manifestly 
false that I must be pardoned for saying flatly that 
they will never be explained nor proved possible. 
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At the close of the exercises, I Lope any who dôsire 
to will corne forward and examine this gyroscope 
more closely. It isawonderful tliing — a mysterîous 
tbing ; but not a trick nor a humbug. When I first 
saw it in opération, I could hardly believe my sensés. 
God is great. 

In a prélude- 
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Sawïer. I bave recently had a yery interesting 
conversation on the subject of the résurrection with 
a clergyman whom I believe to be a very good and 
perfectly sincère man. He said he had searched the 
Bible through prayerfujly again and again to find 
proof of a life beyond the grave, but that he found 
no hope except in the résurrection ; and his idea of 
the resurre'ction is that what we call death is just as 
absolutely the end of ail for a human being as for a 
snake or insect, and that nothing short of omnipotent 
power can call the dead back to life ; that Gk>d can 
do that just as easily as he could create life in the 
beginning ; and that God had promised to restore 
life to us by the résurrection. He thinks we shall 
be conscious of nothing from the time of death until 
the résurrection, even though millions of years should 
elapse. He expects to be physically restored to life 
by the résurrection, and upon this same earth, so as 
tô be precisely the same man he is now, with sub- 
stantially the same environments — nothing more and 
nothing less. I asked him if he didn't dread the 
yawning gulf of âges that intervened. He said No ; 
that we would realize that period no more than we 
now do a sleep from night till morning. I do not 
know how widespread this particular belief is, but 
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this man seemed perf ectly contented and happy wîth 
it. I am afraid, howe ver, that I staggered him a 
little bj suggesting that if tlie world should continue 
to stand as long in the future as it has in tlie past, 
tlie whole surface of the earth, from pôle to pôle, in- 
cluding both land and sea, would scarcely afford 
standing-room for the resurrected population. I 
told him I thought they would be pressed together 
like figs in a box. He said he hadn't thought of it 
in that light, but he was sure the Lord would pro- 
vide amply for their comfort and happiness in some 
way. 

Thèse things hâve led me to reflect upon the spirit 
world as believed in by the Spiritualists and by 
Chris tians generally. If a spirit haslength,breadth, 
and thickness — that is, if it occupies a portion of 
space so that two spirits can not occupy the same 
space at the same time — then, with the earth and ail 
the celestial orbs acting as perpétuai factories of un- 
dying spirits, it would seem possible for a time to 
come when the spirit-world would be overstocked. 
But this is only human logic applied to a human sup- 
position, and it doesn't trouble me much if the sup- 
position suffers from the application of the logic. I 
feel as certain that God will provide what is best as 
my clérical friend does, and I am willing to trust 
God entirely as to the how and when and where. I 
shall spend but little time in guessing ; for, of ail the 
countless thousands of guesses that hâve been, and 
will be, made on the subject, only one can be right, 
and perhaps not evçn one. 

Kep. About the time of General Grant's death. 



I 



248 TRT-SQUABE. 

TJncle Job followed the custom then prevailing and 
preached a sermon on Grant; but it was not ail 
eulogy. He said it would be doing a great wrong to 
the rising génération to hold General Grant up to 
them as a pattern in ail respects worthy of imitation. 
For it is well known, he said, that Grant had faults, 
and some grievons ones, and that he had committed 
terrible mistakes (some of them amonnting almost to 
crimes) not only as a soldier, but as président, and 
as a citizen. Uncle Job mentioned two or three in- 
stances of what he called mistakes in Grant's mili- 
tarv career; but said he did not in tend to discuss 
military matters to any great extent, as he did not 
consider himself compétent to do so. He said^ how- 
ever, that there were some things that were so plain 
as to be readily seen by an unprofessional eye. One 
of thèse was Grant's awful blundor in allowing him- 
self to be surprised, and his army overwhelmed 
and almost destroyed, at Shiloh. No army, said 
he, i8 safe in an enemy's country nnless prop- 
erly guarded by pickets or skirmishers in advance 
of it on ail exposed sides. But Grant supposed 
he was pursuing a retreating enemy, and so ne- 
glected a précaution that should never be neglected 
under any circumstances. Some persons attempt to 
excuse thîs blunder by saying that our people won 
the battle, and, therefore, that the blunder was 
harmless, I deny, said Uncle Job, that the blunder 
did no harm. Thousands of men, as good as Grant 
himself, suffered on account of it, and we shall be 
wiso not to forgot it. We are too apt to look upon 
the fortunes of military commandors as constituting 
ail that is at stake in war, and to forget that the 
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brave men who do ail the actual fighting and endure 
most of the pliysical suffering are something more 
than mère buttons on a cbecker-board. 

Uncle Job mentioned several of Grant's acts as 
président, which he denounced as gross mistakes, if 
not crimes. I will only mention one hère as a 
sample, and will give it substantially in his own 
words : 

Sawyer. Grant made one terrible mistfike (and at 
the time it seemed to me like a crime) by thwarting 
the ends of justice in what were called the Whisky 
Ring prosecutions. I don't believe Grant had any 
interest in or actual knowledge of the f rauds ; but 
some of his friends were less fortunate in that 
respect. Grant was président^ and when the frauda 
were discovered, he said, with righteous fire, "Let 
no guilty man escape," and the prosecutions were 
pushed vigorously with his approval. But when the 
indictments began to reach into his own officiai 
household, and to alight upon his near personal 
friends, his mind changed and also his conduct. He 
then direcled the discharge of the most energetie 
counsel engaged in the prosecutions, and appointed 
a military commission, ostensibly to assist in the in- 
vestigation, but really with the intention of obstruct- 
ing the due administration of justice. He took ail 
force and spirit out of the prosecutions, and caused 
them to languish and finally to die. I do not know 
but I am the only man on this continent who will 
refer to such matters as thèse on a funeral occa- 
sion, but I am deeply impressed with the idea that 
if such things are allowed to be forgotten, our young 
men will grow up with the notion that one or two 
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righteous acts will wipe ont and condone any grîev- 
ous offense they may wish to commit. 

Eep. Uncle Job also took occasion to make some 
remarks regarding General Grant's private life, in 
part as follows : 

Sawyer. His inordinate use of tobacco brought its 
legitimate results ; for there can be no doubt that 
the malady of which he died was a direct " dispen- 
sation of Providence " — a punisliment for excessive 
self-indulgence. And then, I Lave been unable to 
believe him so entirely innocent of ail of Ferdinand 
Ward's transactions as people generally appear, or 
prétend, to think lie was. General Grant was not 
an idiot, and he had lived in this world upwards of 
sixty years ; was in reasonably good health, and Tiad 
ample opportunity to ascertain how Ward maûaged 
to obtain the immense profits he promised. Grant 
knew that those promised profits were abnormally 
large, and if he had had only ordinary curiosity, hô 
Dûust hâve wondered many times how they were ob- 
tained. Did he never ask Ward to explain how he 
could afford to pay 240 per cent a year for loans ? 
Did Ward respond, with a wink, that it would be 
better for Grant not to pry too closely into the 
secrets of the business ? There is something about 
thèse matters that we don't know the whole truth 
about yet. I am forced to believe that Grant sus- 
pected that Ward's opérations were not honest, but 
yet was willing to profit by them, and to promote 
them with his great name, if he could do so without 
becoming an actual, knowing participant in the 
wrong-doing. In other words, I am afraid Grant 
willingly shut his eyes, and purposely kept himself 
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ignorant of bis partner's guilty acts so as to be able 
to plead the " baby act " if Ward should get into 
trouble. Perhaps he was a little like the Irishman 
who, baving signed the pledge, wished somebody 
wonld mix a " dbrap of tbe crathur witb bis drink 
unbeknownst to bim." Of course, Grant bad no 
tbougbt tbat possibly Ward migbt cbeat bis partner. 
He believed, if tbere was no bonor among tbieves, 
yet tbat Ward would not kill tbe goose tbat was lay- 
ing bim golden eggs ; and so, witb bis eyes volun- 
tarily closed, be was allured to bis ruin. "Ob, wbat 
a fall was tbere, my countrymen ! " 

Tbis was anotber " Visitation of God." I want to 
impress upon my bretbren indelibly tbe fact tbat 
effect foUows cause in tbis world witb tbe certainty 
of fate. Tamper not witb evil in tbe bope of dodg- 
ing tbe conséquences, for you will surely fail. Ke- 
member Grant, and learn wisdom from bis sad 
expérience. 

But, in spite of ail of Grant's faults and mistakes, 
be bad many noble qualities wortby of tbe bigbest 
praise. I need not dilate upon tbem, for ail tbe 
cbanges will be rung on tbem for montbs and years 
to corne. As a soldier be bas tbe distinction of 
being tbe only Union commander wbo caused tbe 
surrender of any considérable body of tbe enemy's 
troops. I do not forget Banks at Port Hudson, but 
tbat surrender was largely owing to Grant's success 
at Vicksburg. Nor do I ignore tbe several capitula- 
tions after Appomattox; but tbey were ail due 
entirely to tbe surrender of Lee's army. Tbis is in- 
deed a rare distinction — one tbat bis family may 
well be proud of — but it is no reason wby we sbould 
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grow so wild as to twist his very faultsinto vîrtues, 
and Lis blunders into marks of genius. I hear it 
said ail about me tliat Grant was ne ver defeated ; 
but I assert that he was often defeated both in the 
West and in Virginia. When a man undertakes to 
do a certain thing in a certain way,-and fails, what 
is it but a defeat ? It is none tbe less a defeat be- 
cause lie gets up and tries again in some other way, 
Grant was defeated \n the Wilderness, at Spott- 
sylvania, at Cold Harbor, and many times about 
Petersburg. But, says one, you will concède that 
Grant never retreated. No, I am not ready yet to 
concède even that ; for I hâve always understood 
until lately that he retreated in considérable haste 
from Belmont. I don't wish to be captions, but I 
do hope to prevent people from forgetting that our 
armies were composed of several other men besides 
Grant. It was not Grant, but the spirit of the FEEE 
NOETH, that conquered the Eebellion. The Ré- 
bellion h ad to be eut down like a very large and 
tough tree — by blow after blow with the ax. We 
broke and damaged several pretty good axes before 
the job was completed, and Grant happened to be 
the principal ax we were using when the tree finally 
fell. Each performed his part as well as he could 
considering his environments, and contributed his 
fuU share to the grand resuit; and we shall only 
make fools of ourselves now by bestowing ail the 
crédit upon one man. I remember a company of 
soldiers that went from this place in those dark days 
of April, 1861. Some of those war-worn, battle- 
shattered, buUet-scarred heroes are with us now ; 
but some perished in the deadly struggle. You re- 
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member, my friends, that the sound of Beauregard's 
guns at Charleston had hardly ceased to reverberate 
among thèse hills before our village was swarming 
witli young men, of excellent character and family, 
hunting for a recruiting office. Those men " marched 
to the Sound of the enemy's cannon." They did not 
enlist to better their condition, but they ail made 
genuine sacrifices, as you ail know. I tell you thèse 
men were real herœs. Talk to me about Grant! 
What sacrifice did he make for his country? What 
physical suffering did he endure ? Oh, yes, he volun- 
teered. I admit that. He was willing to take com- 
mand of a régiment, where he could hâve a horse to 
ride and a good salary to put into his pocket ; but if 
thèse hâve been denied to him the probability îs that 
he would still be working in an Illinois . tan-yard. 
He was willing to go to war, if he could thereby 
better his condition. He did better his condition. 
He was made commander of the armies, président 
of the United States, and a millionaire ; and yet I 
am told that his family are not satisûed. Oh, shame 
on them ! Let us give to General Grant ail that is 
due him, in overflowing measure ; but in doing so 
let us be careful that we subtract nothing from the 
just déserts of others. 




CHAPTER XIX. 

A BEVIEW OF THE ELECTION — A NEW PARTY — ITS PBIN- 

CIPLES AND ns OBGAN. 

Bep. In mj efforts at condensation, I had decided 
to omit mention of a certain matter wbich, ever since 
such décision, bas been continually dancing before 
my eyes, nigbt and day, demanding notice^ and it 
will not down at my bidding, so I bave at last con- 
cluded to give it récognition in a sbort cbapter 
bere. 

Soon after tbe élection beretofore mentioned, in 
•wbicb Mr. Skillet defeated Mr. Gibson, in a Sunday 
prélude — 

Sawyer. Tbe récent anction, miscalled an élection, 
was one of tbe most corrupt in tbe bistory of our 
county. I am glad to believe tbat some wbo bad 
previously participated in sucb corruption bad be- 
come so asbamed of it tbat tbey bebaved tbemselves 
properly in tbe last campaign ; but otbers appear to 
bave been stung to raving madness by my efforts 
bere to prevent tbeir vile practices. At any rate, 
Mr. Bottle, Mr. Badsinner, Mr. Puppet, and tbeir 
lackeys waded into tbe corrupt work witb a zeal and 
boldness tbat seemed fairly desperate. Tbey as- 
sumed a regular Wbat-are-you-going-to-do-about-it ? 
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air ; and, so far as légal remedy is concernôd, we can 
do nothing about it, for the légal machinery is ail in 
their hands. They feel so secure from punishment 
tliat they even make no bones* of admitting their 
crimes to friends and foes alike, on the streets, or 
wherever the subject is mentioned. Our little circle 
had reason to feel the resnlt of the so-called élection 
very bitterly in the defeat of Brother Gibson ; but, 
while I feel the ties of personal friendship as strongly 
as àny one, yet it is in a far higher and broader aspect 
than mère friendship or partisanship that I now view 
this subject. Where is this thing to end? What is 
our country coming to ? Thèse matters are growing 
worse from year to year. I do not charge or believe 
that either one of the great political parties is any 
worse than the other in this respect ; but I am proud 
to know that occasionally a man can yet be found 
who will not " palter with eternal God for power." 
I know, as well as a man can know anything, that our 
brother Gibson is that kind of man. He is a man of 
some means, and could easily hâve purchased the 
élection if he had been willing to do so. I know that 
he was importuned by the prostitutes for money, and 
that he refused them. I kjiow that, when the elec- 

• When opportunity occurred, I called Uncle Job*8 attention to 
this expression, and gently hînted that, though it was common in 
the yernacular, I had never been able to see any sensé or propriety 
in it, to say nothing of its inélégance. 

Sawyeb. Why, as for élégance, you know I pay but little atten- 
tion to that ; but to me that expression always had a most vivid 
meaning. If a cat or dog tries to eat a pièce of méat with a bone 
in it, it is hard work ; but the animal will very easily and quickly 
get rid of a pièce that has no bone. Hence, to make no bones of 
anything is to make nothing of it. — ^Rsp. 
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tion day was near at hand, Le was împlored by some 
of the best men (so called) iu his party to accède to 
the demands of the prostitutes, and tlius make sure 
of his élection — they believing that his defeat would 
be a public calamity — but he steadfastly refused, and 
he tells me that he is glad that he refused, and 
would do just so again. I know that he will be re- 
warded for that straightforward conduct, for " virtue 
is its own reward." Perhaps the meanest thing his 
opponents did, aside from their crimes, was to start 
the hue and cry, while in the very act of buying votes 
against him, that he had flooded the county with 
money to corrupt the voters with and to defeat a 
poor man. This most scandalous and damnable lie 
was concocted by Badsinner, and his hired prosti- 
tutes shouted and howled it at every poil in the 
county from morning till night ; and I am informed, 
I am sorry to say, that some very good but silly 
people, who would hâve refused to take the word of 
any of thèse prostitutes for the loan of five cents, 
were influenced by this hue and cry, and refused to 
vote for so corrupt a man — which fact speaks better 
for their hearts than for their heads. 

One of the candidates for sheriff started out with 
the honest intention of adhering strictly to the law, 
and he did so until he was visited by a committee of 
Bo-called best men of his party, when he fell. From 
that moment there was no end to the demands of 
the prostitutes until sunset on élection day. They 
Bled him badly — having started down hill, there was 
no stopping-place — ^but at that time most of them 
had been soured against him by previous refusais, 
■^m^^ ûiid they simply pocketed hiynoney and permitted. 
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or assisted in, his defeat — and he was defeated. He 
paid thé penalty of liis weakness, and I liope he will 
dérive both. profit and wisdom from that dear-bought 
part of his éducation. Which of thèse two defeated 
candidates, think you, feels the better to-day ? 

But I said I was looking at thèse things in a higher 
and broader sensé. I tell you, my friends, this cor- 
ruption will hâve an end somewhere. Perhaps there 
may yet be among us as many righteous men as God 
was willing to save Sodom for, and, if so, the corrupt 
tide may yet be turned back and the country saved 
from impending doom. But, if we lack thafc sufficient 
number of righteous men, I warn you, my brethren, 
that this government and this people will go down in 
wreck and ruin just as surely, and just as literally, 
as Sodom was sunk, according to the old story ; for 
God reigns, my brethren, and this is God's logic. 

Some time ago I suggested the idea that one means 
of cure for this evil might be found in the organiza- 
tion of a newpolitical party, with '^purityindections'* 
for its corner-stone ; but mère suggestions amount 
to nothing unless they are acted .upon ; and since the 
last élection I hâve been thinking very seriously of 
trying to start such a party in this county. I know 
fuU well that ail the prostitutes and other base be- 
ings, as well as those other shameless villains of high 
and low degree who furnish the corruption funds and 
profit by their use, will sneer and scoff at such a 
project, as one of " old Job Sawyer's cranky notions^" 
with other expressions of contempt less polite ; but I 
care no more, for that, personally, than for the 
Wheezing of so many old bagpipes. I only fear that 
dérision of me may deter some of the weak-hearted 
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from assistîng in the work, and that, in that waj, I 
may become a clog and détriment to the ondertaking. 
Nevertlieless, I hâve resolved to make the effbrt, and 
then, whatever the resuit may be, I shall at least 
hâve the sweet satisfaction and reward of knowing 
that I hâve done what little was in my power to save 
onr institutions from the doom of Sodom. When I 
look over the field and contemplate the up-hill work, 
and ail the obstacles to be surmounted, I feel that 
my feeble voice will be, indeed, a voice crying in the 
wilderness. So it was with Jonah, but he saved 
Nineveh — after he had been severely punished for 
shirking a known duty. 

I propose to commence to-day and at this moment. 
Every voter within the sound of my voice who is 
willing to become a charter member of the new party 
will please rise to his feet. 

Eep. FuUy one hundred and fifty men stood np, 
including some half-dozen political prostitutes and 
scallawags in the back part of the room, who had 
dropped in to get texts for sport and jests ; but they 
slid out of the door near by without taking their 
seats again. In a moment ail were seated, and 
then — 

Sawyer. That is a good start. Let ail of you who 
décide to join the new party meet with me in this 
room next Saturday night, at eight o'clock, for further 
action, and in the mean time let each of us strive to 
induce his neighbors to unité with us. Let it be un- 
derstood that no man will be barred out on account 
of race, color, or previous political affiliation. I will 
even be in favor of taking in the prostitutes, if they 
are willing to join us, and will agrée to " go, and m 
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no more ;" but it will take a pretty long season of 
good conduct on their part to satisfy me that any of 
them ought tq be allowed to hold any place of trust. 
We will . now proceed with the regular work of the 
day. 

Eep. The Saturday night meeting was attended by 
about one hundred voters, and nearly every one of 
them reported one or more others who would join, 
but who could not attend the meeting for one reason 
or another. Those présent were full of zeal, and 
Gustavus Nash was especially démonstrative. He 
said he hailed the movement with exceeding joy. He 
said that, on account of our corrupt politics, he had 
for years been so disgusted with republican govern- 
ment that he had advocated a return to a limited 
monarchy as the only cure for the evil that he could 
conceive of. In fact, he said, he thought that was 
just where we were now drif ting to ; for the great, 
honest, industrious, economical, thrifty, and well-to- 
do middle class was being gradually ground to atoms 
between the upper and nether millstones, namely, 
the rich who buy votes, and the poor who sell them, 
so that in the end a few will be very rich and ail the 
rest will be poor and dépendent, and then some 
Caesar will assume the throne of empire ; and after 
that again, our children's children will hâve to battle 
a thousand years to regain the freedom that so many 
people are noT/ willing to throw away, or to sell for 
a song. 

Others made speeches expressing their sentiments 
with energy, and finally — 

Sawyer. I am glad to see so much enthusiasm at 
the outset, and I hope the head of steam now on will 
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not be allowed to exhaust itself în mère talk. Onr 
party, to amount to anything, must hâve an efficient 
organization ; that is to say, there is much work to 
be done without pay, and the duty of doing particn- 
lar parts of the work must be assnmed by, or thmst 
upon, somebody^ and those somebodies must know 
what their tasks are, and must perform them, or we 
shall fail. I suppose we shall to-night adopt some 
sort of " platf orm " for our party, and then I think a 
thorough Personal canvass should be made ail over 
the county to get signatures to the platform. "We 
should also hâve an '' organ " of some kind and some- 
bôdy to edit and manage it I will say right hère 
that I hâve this week tried ail three of the news- 
papers printed hère, and oflFered to pay what I 
thought was a reasonable sum- for one column 
weekly, to be edited by a person designated by us ; 
but ail demanded advertising rates, and very high 
rates they were, too — so high as to be practically 
prohibitory. I hâve also visited the little job office 
on Hiver street, and I find them willing to assist us 
at very reasonable rates. They hâve a small steam 
power, and a job press capable of printing a page ten 
inches by twelve in size. This will answer our prés- 
ent needs, I think, and I hâve promised to assist 
them in buying a more suitable press as soon as it 
shall appear to be needed. We can start a little two- 
page paper at once, at a merely nominal subscription 
prîce — say twenty-five cents a year — and no postage 
will be required within the county, either on spéci- 
men copies or those sent to regular subscrîbers. But, 
L feel bound to say, at the very outset, gentlemen, 
that my part in ail that is necessary to be done will 
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have to be mainly of an advisory cbaracter ; for I am 
already engaged in duties that I see no immédiate 
escape from, which consume ail my time and ail my 
strength. 

I think it sliould be understood, and so explicitly 
stated from thé start, that this political movement 
bas no connection whatever with, nor relation to, the 
religions movement with which my name is identi- 
fied ; so that, no matter how mnch any person may 
be prejndiced against me, or the Chnrch of Practical 
Religion, he may still become a member of the new 
political party, without indorsing me, or compro- 
mising any religions •sentiment he may entertain. 

I suppose we shall in this movement (as some of 
us have been already) be charged with Phariseeism 
— claiming to be better than other men, and thanking 
God for it — ^but no really sensible person will be in- 
fluenced by such clap-trap as that. If a man tries 
and professes to be as good as it is possible for a 
man to be, he ought not to be afraid or ashamed to 
hang his banner on the outer wall — not boastfuUy, 
of course, but to let his light shine and thereby do 
good to others. Professors of almost every variety 
(except of mère goodness) wear, at times, appropri- 
ate badges of their professions, and I want some one 
to tell me why professors of decency, honesty, moral- 
ity, and religion should be debarred that privilège. 
There is an absurd préjudice extant against a man's 
professing to be pure, honest, or religions. One day 
I waa conversing with the Hon. Mr. Goosepimple, 
and I took occasion, as is my wont, to speak of Bad- 
sinner as an unclean beast, and Mr. Goosepimple 
turn§d on me, with some show of feeling, and said 
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that he was sick and disgnsted wîth so mnch cant 
and prating about honesty, decency, and goodness. 
I was struck dumb, for once in my life ; for I had al- 
ways before supposed him to be a perfectly pure and 
upriglit man ; but, after that, I was forced to believe 
either tbat be repeated the expression, like a parrot, 
from the sayings of others, or that he had, at some 
period of his life, winked at, or truckled to, matters 
that were not straight, and felt a sort of fellow feel- 
ing for the weak ones. I hâve felt a deep sorrow and 
pity for Mr. Goosepimple ever since ; and I haye also 
felt that he would bear watching. 

One Word more, and I hâve done. I foresee that, 
if our party should ever get strong enough to hope 
to elect its candidates, there will still be the same 
temptation for interested persons to resort to corrup- 
tion that now exists ; we must therefore make it one 
of our cardinal principles that, whenever one of our 
candidates, or his friends, seeks advancement by cor- 
rupt means, it shall be the duty of the whole party 
to forsake him and cast its vote for a new, or oth^r 
acceptable, candidate. 

Eep. a brief "platform," drawn up by Mr. Gibson, 
was adopted, which embodied the substance of what 
I hâve above recited as the design of the new party, 
and need not be quoted {n extenso, The name adopted 
was "The Anti-corruption Party." Mr. Nash volun- 
teered to canvass the county for signatures to the 
platform and for subscribers to the proposed " or- 
gan." He said he could do this while on his regular 
rounds buying live-stock and produce. He also pro- 
posed to hold public meetings in différent neighbor- 
hoods, and thus endeavor to form local organizations 
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to assist in the work. When the question was asked, 
Who would edit the newspaper ? ail eyes were in- 
stantly turned toward Mr. Gibson. He, Lowever, 
feared that, having been so recently defeated for a 
political office, he would be stigmatized as a " sore^ 
hèadî'' and thus his usefulness might be impaired ; 
but, being assured by ail présent that such nonsense 
could do no harm, he consented ; and soon after, the 
meeting, having finished its business, adjourned. 

After the meeting, wbile I was walking homeward 
with Uncle Job, we fell in with Mr. Puppet, who 
asked Uncle Job, with a polite sneer, what he hoped 
to accomplish with his new political party. 

Sawyer (coldly and stiffly). I hâve many hopes that 
may never bear fruit, or even blossom ; but one thing 
I am sure of — and that is that the new party will af- 
ford me an opportunity to vote for candidates that I 
am not ashamed of. 

Bep. I must not close this chapter without quoting 
a little from the first issue of the new " organ," which 
appeared in just one week from the formation of the 
new party. The little paper (two pages, ten by 
twelve inches) was called The Candie^ and it had for 
mottos, under the heading, on the left, "Purity in 
Electit)ns," and on the right, " Clean Men for Office." 
The first article was entitled " Salutatoey," from 
which I make the foUowing extracts : 

** The candie is a modest light, but it is an honest, old-fashioned 
one, and, for that reason, is still highly prized by honest, old- 
fashioned people. In thèse modem days candies are little used 
except for making searches in garrets and cellars and dark comei:s 
where other lights seldom or never shine ; and this, in a measure, 
will be the office of The Candie ia this çounty. 
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''Some critic may say that, to institute this little pai>er in a 
county where there are several larger ones already, is like lightiag 
a 'tallow dip' in a room where several gaslights are already 
Uuming. To such critic we answer, * Yea, verily.» What, then, 
is the excuse ? It is this : The several newspapers already in op- 
ération, though, like gaslights, they are brilliant, yet, unfoitu-' 
nately, like gaslights, they are êtaUonanry, They illuininate one 
side of every object splendidly ; but the other side is left in total 
darkness — rendered doubly dark by the light on the opposite side 
— ^and thèse dark places hâve become the permaDent hiding-places 
of persons who ' love darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds are evil.' The light of Ths Canâle shall be made to shine 
into some of thèse dark dens of wickedness, so that honest people 
may see what is going on therein* There are réputations in this 
county which, in ail the light that the af oresaid several newspapers 
hâve hitherto shed upon them, seem f air to look upon. The Candie, 
when held close to thèse (as it assuredly wlll be), wiU show some 
of them to be ^fllled with dead men*s bones and aU uncUanness,^ 

** TTie Candie will be, for the présent, the * organ* of the * Anti- 
corruption ' political party, recently born in this village, f urther 
mention whereof will be f ound elsewhere in this issue ; but, while 
it labors with ail its power to wipe ont political corruption, it will 
not be oblivious to the other living issues of the day — and especially 
will it advocatc the légal suppression of the traffîc in intoxicating 
liquors. 

► ** TTie Candie will be eamestly and thoroughly religions in tone, 
but without sectarian bias. 

'* For the présent, The Candie will only be lighted once a fort- 
night, and upon the support which décent people extend to it must 
dépend the question whether it shall be lighted more frequently, 
and increase in size and brilliancy, or be ûnally 'snuffed ouf al- 
together." 

Eep. It would be înteresting to add fnrtlier quo- 
tations from Tlie Candie, and to foUow its progress, 
and also the prospecta of the new political party ; 
but those matters are foreign to my gênerai pur- 
pbse, and are only thrown in încidentally as side 
lighta to the great religions moyement of which 
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Uacle Job Sawyer is the head. But I will say 
simply that the third number of The Candie was a 
four-page sheet, and commenced thence to be q 
weekly, and at this writing Uncle Job is making ar- 
rangements to redeem bis promise to furnish its 
publishers with a larger press. The prospects 6f 
the new party seem very bright indeed, and some of 
its more sanguine members are already predicting 
that it will sweep the county at the very first oppor- 
tunity to show its strength. 
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CHAPTER XX 

LAW REPORM — COURTS AND TREBUNALS — LEGAL X7N0EE- 

TAINTIES AND PERPLEXITIES. 

Eep. From time to time, in prélude or in sermon, 
Uncle Job bas descanted upon varions topics of 
more or less interest (often of mère local consé- 
quence) under the gênerai head of what he calls 
** Law Reform." I propose now to gather together, 
and condense into this chapter, the more important 
portions of his remarks upon that subject. 

Sawyer. Our laws, through centuries of législative 
tinkering and judicial twistîng, hâve become a maze 
of nonsense, intricacies, and contradictions, as well 
as a most expensive and uncertain sj'stem of juris- 
prudence. Every effort to reduce the law to a cer- 
tainty only serves to render it more uncertain. The 
lawyers get more blâme for this than is their just 
due, though, no doubt, they are responsible for 
much of it. Our judges are laboring like Titans, 
night and day, to décide disputes between man and 
man in accordance with previous décisions of similar 
cases; but industrious lawyers can almost always 
confound the judges by producing a nearly equal 
number of respectable précédents on either side of 
any given case. The fact is that the number of pro- 
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cedents has become so perfectiy enormous that they 
serye more to bewilder the struggling judge than to 
enligliten him, and this is constantly growing worse. 
It is no exaggeration to say that more law-books 
hâve been printed in the English language within 
the last twenty years than had been produced in 
twenty centuries preceding. In this one little State 
of New York more books of légal precepts and pré- 
cédents hâve been manufactured since the beginning 
of the late civil war than had been bronght forth be- 
tween that time and the Déclaration of Independ- 
ence, and still the flood-tide keeps swelling. I was 
recently talking with one of our judges of the 
Suprême Court who was, at the time, laboring with 
General Term causes, and he spoke about guessîng at 
his décisions. Of course, he was joking, but the 
joke would hâve lacked point if the décision of im^ 
portant cases was not often so very puzzling to the 
judges as to make them feel as though they were 
simply giiessing at the right of the matter. While 
the uncertainties and perplexities of the law are in- 
creasing from year to year, litigation has also in- 
creased to such an extent that the judges are crying 
out for some sort of relief — something to assist them 
in clearing their overburdened dockets ; and, strange 
as it may seem, the scheme that seems to meet with 
most favor is to create one or more intermediate 
courts of appeal. . Now, more appellate courts can- 
not, in the nature of things, make justice any more 
certain than it is now, if, indeed, any appellate court 
whatever increases the certainty of doing justice; 
for it is a well-known fact that the judges of our 
most exalted tribunals often possess less ability and 
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learning than many of the judges of înferior courtÉL 
Hence, when a décision is reversed on appeal, the 
last décision is just as likely to be wrong as the first. 
I knew of one case involving many thousands of dol- 
lars which was passed upon, first and last, by eleven 
very eminent judges, five of whom decided one way, 
and six directly the reverse ; and, still more strange 
to say, the five carried the day àgainst the six. If 
the idea is to tire out litigants by prolonged delays 
and intolérable expenses, then the more intermediate 
appellate courts we hâve the better will that end be 
accomplished. But the honest people don't want 
delay, nor expense in settling their disputes. Delay 
and expense are the weapons of rognes. I believe I 
speak only the truth wheir I say that every honest 
man who has a dispute, wants that dispute fairly, 
finally, and inexpensively decided just as quickly as 
possible. We don't need more appellate courts, but 
fewer of them ; and if ail of our vast and complicated 
web of the law could be wiped out, and ail disputes 
decided by the simple rule of the try-squarehj a single 
judge, without any appeal, more justice would be 
done to the square inch than is done under the prés- 
ent System to the square mile. If I had the power, 
I would knock ail of thèse old-fogyisms sky-high, 
and though I might be cursed by my own généra- 
tion, I hâve a strong faith that future générations 
would rise up and call me blessed. 

But the uncertainties and perplexities of our laws, 
and the delay and expense attending their adminis- 
tration, are not the only bad features in our System 
of government. Laws were instituted for the pro- 
tection of good people against the violence and dis* 
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honesty of bad men ; but through the processes of 
time, and the inattention of the good people, the bad 
men hâve gained control, to a very large extent, of 
the law-making power, and also to some extent of 
the machinery of administration. Our judges, in the 
main, are honest men who are doing the best they 
can under the circumstances, but they are of ten, if 
not always, handicapped and prevented from doing 
justice by the laws framed by the very rogties who 
need to feel the " halter draw." Take our criminal 
law, for example. How often hâve we seen the most 
atrocious criminals slip through the meshes of the 
law so adroitly and so easily as to leave upon our 
minds the painful conviction that the holes had 
been left on purpose for their escape! It is a 
déplorable fact that our criminal law has been 
systematically built up with the idea constautly in 
view of giving guilty persons every possible chance 
of escape. This was the resuit of a reaction against 
the great Severity (and great certainty, too,) of crimi- 
nal punishment in the early days of our common 
law ; but the pendulum has now swung clear to the 
opposite extrême, and there is much iieed of a 
reformation. One of the great breastworks behind 
which criminals take refuge is that provision of the 
law that no man can be convicted except by the ver- 
dict of a jury. That in itself is a sort of lottery that 
gives the guiltiest person at least eleven chances of 
escape to one for convictien. But that is not ail. 
No matter how grossly the jury may err, through 
ignorance, préjudice, or corruption, if the guilty 
party is once acquitted, the people hâve no redress 
by appeal, or otherwise ; for then another provisio: 
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of oar absnrd laws steps in, and says that no man 
shall bc twice pat in jeopardj for tLe same offense. 
îiot so, however, if, perchance, the culprit be con- 
^-icted by the jury. He is allowed to appeal from 
one court to another until, as by a staircase bnilt on 
purpose for Lis use, he has climbed to the very 
highest tiibunal in the land, and too lamentably. 
of ten he succeeds in getting a new trial, that is, the 
privilège of going through the lottery process again 
before a brand-new jury. By this time the people 
hâve become so worn out with the endless stm^le 
with technicalities and perplexing uncertainties, or 
hâve lost their interest in the prosecution to such an 
extent, that the rogue's chances of escape are largely 
increased. Or perhaps important witnesses hâve 
died, or moved beyond the borders of the state — 
either of which e vents will be favorable to the 
prisoner; for it is a well-settled principle of our 
criminal law that the offender on trial shall hâve an 
opportunity to confront the opposing witnesses in 
open court. Hence, if an essential witness for the 
prosecution gets over the state line, no power short 
of actual bribery can secure to the people the bene- 
fit of liis testimony ; but, on the othei; hand, the ac- 
cused person can send légal authority to Europe, 
Africa, or "far Cathay*' for the testimony of wit- 
nesses in his own behalf, and the law has carefuUy 
laid down rules under which the testimony may be 
written down in the foreign land, and read on the 
trial with the same effect as though the witness 
wero personally présent. 

Again, our law is careful to give every culprit on 
trial the benefit of every doubt, either on questions 
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of law or in matters of fact. To h& sure, the law 
says that the doubt must be a reasonahle. ône ; but 
this qualification Las no force with an ordinary jury. 
Expérience shows that the more unreasonable the 
doubt is, in the judgment of sound-minded men,.the 
more likely the jury will be to acquit the criminal 
on account of it. The great difficulty of convicting 
anybody of a crime is so well recognized by prose- 
cuting officers that they generally make no effort to 
convict, except in the clearest and most notorious 
cases. This remark does not exactly apply perhaps 
to a set of misérable wretches who hâve no means 
for défense. This class is^frequently very unjustly 
worried and persecuted by the officers of the law. 

The good people of our country are also most 
fouUy wronged by many methods which seem to be 
entirely beyond thereachof the criminal law, or any 
other law. In fact, the very arms of the law are 
used by cunning rogues, like cat's-paws^ to draw 
chestnuts from the fire. Look at our village board 
of trustées, for example — a set of irresponsible fel- 
lows (the majority of them) who neither pay taxes 
nor care for those who do. They sit there in the 
comfortable rooms they hâve built with money 
wrung from us, and vote away our property right 
and left to their friends and accomplices. I admit 
that our village is not so bad at présent as it used to 
be, nor was it ever so bad as some that I hâve heard 
of ; but tell me what redress we hâve wben the 
trustées pay a man one hundred dollars to whom 
only twenty-five dollars is due, or two hundred and 
fif ty dollars to one to whom nothing is due ! 

Look again at our town auditing boards. Their 
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Action is oft^n but little else tbanamode of legalîzîng 
tbe peculaîions of tbe town officers and their confed- 
erates outsiJe. Within my personal knowledge, 
town Ix^aràs in this vicinity make a regular practice 
of allô wing double the légal fées for services perf ormed 
by certain town officers. Then, thèse boards audit 
tlie bills of their indiridual members without any 
examination or inquiry, and the only protection the 
town lias from fraud is the consciences (such as they 
are ) of tho fellows who render the bills. Then, our 
boards of supervisors are worse than the smaller 
boards. In our county, thousands and thousands of 
dollars are unlawfully paid out of the people's pock- 
ets. I am not now meaning to charge actual bribery 
of, or stealing by, the supervisors — though I hâve no 
doubt those evils exist to a greater or less extent, in 
some counties, if not in ours — ^but, out of the hun- 
dreds of clainis annually presented, nearly every one 
contains more or less of unlawful or exorbitant 
charges, and the supervisors are ail so ambitions to 
go to the législature, some time or other, that they 
prefer to allow whatever is claimed rather than make 
an enemy by strict adhérence to the law. Why, 
there is old Dr. Bilger, who had a large doctor-bill 
against a poor neighbor who finally died unable to 
pay the debt. The man was never a pauper, and the 
doctor's claim was no more a county charge then any 
other debt the poor man owed. Nevertheless, the 
doctor made out a bill of nearly five hundred dollars 
against the county for doctoring in the dead man's 
lamily for upward of ten years. I was présent when 
the matter was discussed in the board, and I was 
'pleasod to observe that every one treated it as too 
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absurd and ridiculous to requîre serions considéra- 
tion; but later I was shocked, in reading the list of 
audits, to find that the doctor's bill had been allowed 
as claimed. At the first opportunity, I asked one of 
the supervisors what in the world they allowed that 
claim for. He leered, and answered in thèse mém- 
orable words: "Oh, to tell the truth, the doctor 
has had political aspirations for some years that 
hâve never been gratified, and he has now become 
impressed with the idea that the county ought to do • 
something for him ; and so we thought we would al- 
low his claim, and so prevent him from getting per- 
manently soured." I asked, "What interest hâve 
the taxpayers in keeping him sweet?" "Oh, well," 
said the supervisor, with another leer, " the doctor 
has a political influence that cannot be entirely ig- 
nored." I determined to see if there was not some 
légal redress for this outrage, and so went before 
the grand jury and made complaint; but I was 
simply laughed at by the grand jury, and the district 
attorney to boot ; and ever since then, whenever I 
meet one of the guilty supervisors, or Dr. Bilger, I . 
notice that they ail hâve a struggle to suppress their 
mirth until I am out of sight. 

Then the amounts the supervisors annually allow 
to printers is perfectly damnable. If 'a county of- 
ficer publishes a notice or advertisement in one . 
paper, every other paper in the county prints it also 
and charges it to the county at exorbitant rates. 
They ail publish, without any pretence of authority, 
notices of sittings of courts, lists of jurors drawn to 
attend courts, élection notices, proceedings of courts 
and of the board of supervisors, etc., etc., etc., too 
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numerous to recount,-and claim pay for ît from the 
county ; and tlie worst part of the matter is that no- 
body ever heard of a printer's bill beîng rejected, or 
even eut down below the amount claimed. Of course, 
there are certain matters that hâve to be printed at 
public expense, but in such cases the printers charge 
the county from two to five times what a private per- 
son would hâve to pay for the same work. For in- 
stance, I hâve known five dollars a page to be charged 
and allowed for printing a court calendar. Now, I 
will agrée to do that job for one dollar a page, and I 
can hire the work done on terms that will give me a 
nice profit. Tou see, the ambitions supervisors are 
afraid to make a printer mad for fear of being lashed 
at some inconvénient time by an editorial black- 
guard. There are, no doubt, frequently cases where 
some of the supervisors dérive pecuniary profit from 
the allowance of unlawful claims ; but I am not now 
dealing with that class of cases. ^ The grand trouble 
is that the men we elect supervisors are cowards, and 
thèse things will grow worse, instead of better, until 
we send brave meù there, who will faithfuUy work 
for us instead of for their own ambition. 

Then there is the State législature, made up largely 
of the most knavish supervisors in the several coun- 
ties of the State. Do you expect them to do any 
better at Albany than they hâve done at their local 
county seats ? Hundreds of thousands of dollars are 
annually taken ont of our pockets by the législature 
for the enrichment of thieves. This is so well uu- 
derstood that I need not enlarge upon it. Members 
of the législature hâve told me again and agaîn that 
the easiest kind of bill to get enacted into a law is 
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one intended to draw money f rom the treasury. Tou 
remember, a few years ago, while Mr. Puppet was in 
the assembly, that Mr.Newcomb's team, worth about 
two hundred and fifty dollars, ran away, jumped into 
the canal, and were drowned. Everybody knows 
that the State was no more to blâme than I was ; but 
Mr. Newcomb, being something of a local politician, 
went to Mr. Puppet and asked him if he couldn't get 
a bill passed to repair the loss. The statesman 
swelled up like a toad and said, with an air of as- 
sumed importance: "I cannot answer positively, 
but the subject is fraught with great possibilities." 
Tou don't need to be told that the experiment was 
tried, and that the State paid $1,000 for the team. 
It was said at the time that the extra $750 was to 
soothe Mr. Newcom b's wounded feelings, but others 
hâve hinted that Mr. Puppet got it for his valuable 
services. But that matter is a mère bagatelle com- 
pared with what is done every day when the légis- 
lature is in session, and, at Washington, I am told 
that'ihings are even worse yet, but we hâve enough 
io engage our attention nearer home. I will say, 
however, before quitting the subject of législative 
corruption, that I hâve heard professed Christians 
say that they couldn't blâme a legislator for selling 
his vote, if he did it in a case that would not injure 
his constituents. That is to say, it is wrong for any- 
body to steal from this county, but' it is not wrong 
for our members of assembly to steal from our 
neighboring counties. Of course, if this doctrine 
were established as a sound principle, it would give 
license to ail other counties to fall to and plunder 
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US. But the doctrine îs not sound, and the man wlio 
preaches it is either a villain or a fooL 

One of the most intolérable and unnecessary 
burdens borne by the taxpayers is beyond the 
power of our local authorities to remedy. I mean 
the publication of the laws passed by each session 
of the législature. Under the présent law every 
county is compelled to pay for publishing the " ses- 
sion laws," as they are called, in two newspapers 
printed in the county. This is done at an immense 
cost to the people, though the expense to the persons 
receiving the money is merely trifling. I b^ve 
known $5,000 to be paid in this county for publish- 
ing the laws of a single session — ^being published in 
four papers instead of two. If the expense is the 
same in every county (as I suppose it is, sub- 
stantially), then it cost the people of the State 
three hundred thousand dollars that year to 
give a merely transitory notice of what the law- 
makers had done. I consider this money entirely 
wasted ; for very few people ever read thèse publi- 
cations, and they are forgotten in a week, by those 
who do read them. Tou must remember that at 
about the same iime that the laws are published in 
the newspapers the State also publishes them in 
bound volumes, and deposits a copy in every town 
clerk's office, county clerk's office, surrogate's office, 
and district attdrney's office in the State. I contend 
that thèse volumes are sufficient for ail practical 
purposes. But if more are wanted, deposit one with 
every justice of the peace, or, better still, put one in 
every district school-library. The additional expense 
of thèse extra copies would be very 
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with what we now pay, and we would then hâve 
something substantial to show for our money, where- 
as we now hâve absolutely nothing. But one of the 
worst features of the présent System is, that tho 
newspapers do not print the laws at ail, but buy them 
at wholesale — at less than one-tenth of what îhey 
cost us — and inclose them as extras or suppléments. 
They are not înclosed in every issue of the paper 
either, as I hâve found out by trying to get a com- 
pleie édition of the laws by keepîng my supplé- 
ments. Once the first supplément I received was 
No. 2, and No. 1 never came ; and every time I hâve 
tried the experiment something has been out of 
joint. If it is deemed best to make a broadcast 
publication of the laws, then let the State print thèse 
sheets, and send a bundle of them to every town 
clerk's office for distribution among the people. Tho 
présent System is an outrage upon the taxpayers, 
against which they ought to rebel ; but they hâve no 
mouth-piece, as no newspaper can be induced to 
speak a word on the subject. I hâve, years ago, 
written articles on this subject and tried to get them 
published in our county newspapers, but the editors 
hâve treated me very much as the grand jury did 
when I complained against the fraudulent doctor's 
bill. Printers constitute a guild or fratemity that does 
not believe in kicking against its own interests in 
financial matters. Let them be fighting ever so hotly 
among themselves about other matters, the moment 
it is suggested to close any hole through which any 
of them are drawing money from the treasury, the 
fighting ceases, and instantly they become like 
levers-^ 
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"Two soûls with but a single thought; 
Two hcarts that beat as one." 

There is another very serions evil from whîch the 
whole world has been suffering for âges, and which 
needs the application of a radical remedy at the 
earliest possible moment. I refer to the matter of 
usury^ or, as it is called latterly, interest for the use of 
money. This evil was early recognized by thinking 
men, and for âges the charging or receiving any rate 
of interest whatever was called vsury, and was pro- 
hibited by law. But by degrees the governments 
came more or less under the control of covetous and 
avaricious men, who legalized certain rates of in- 
terest and prohibited higher rates. In a new country, 
where every thing is developing and values rapidly 
increasing, ail business transactions partake so much 
of the nature of gambling that sometimes a borrower 
can pay a high rate of interest and still be benefited 
by the opération. Not so, however, after the country 
becomes thoroughly settled. I maintain that there 
is no legitimate business that can be successfully 
carried on to-day, in the State of New York, on 
borrowed capital at six per cent, interest. The man 
who undertakes it will be a slave while his head re- 
mains above water, and nothing short of *an acci- 
dentai concurrence of fortunate circumstances will 
save him from going under in the end. I hâve seen 
the statement (though I hâve no means at hand of 
verifying it) that ninety-five per cent, of ail business 
men sooner or later make financial failure. There 
can be no doubt that one of the direct causes of this 
is iisury. As I employ the word, it doesn't necessarily 
mean an unlawful rate of interest, but any rate. It 
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has been tlie subject of great wondermerit and miich . 
siudy, among statesmen and philosophers, tliat what 
we call " financial crises " settle down upon us at in-\ 
tervals of nearly as great regularity as tlie periods 
of tlie cornets. There is a cause for this just as 
surely as tliere is a cause for the tides of tlie océan. 
I hâve long believed that usury was tlie principal 
cause of tliese financial tides, and tliere are as many 
reasons to support tliis .theory as tliere are in sup- 
port of tlie tidal Lypotliesis. I sliall not undertake 
to argue tlie matter now, further tlian to assert that 
if we take the average rate of interest paid for the 
use of ail the capital employed in the affected 
district, and calculate from that the time when the 
compound interest at the average rate will equal 
the principal (or one hundred per cent.), we shall 
approximate very closely to the periods of the 
financial waves. To be sure, the average rate can 
never be got at exactly, and, if it could be, there will 
always be other influences (like profits and losses 
and so forth) to hasten or retard the actual periods 
and make them vary from the computation, just as 
the sun is said to interfère with the moon's influence 
on the oceanic tides. When the financial period is 
complète — that is, when the borrower has paid, in 
interest, the fuU amount that he borrowed, and still 
owes the principal, then foUows a period of liquida- 
tion, as we sometimes term it, wherein the usurer 
gathers in his harvest, and the payer of usury goes 
into bankruptcy. Every one of thèse crises leaves 
the rich richer and the poor poorer, and helps to 
concentrate the property of the country in the hands 
of the few. The government ought to correct this 
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great evil by making money as free as air. I don't 
mean tliat a man shall be entitled to money without 
earning it, but that he shall be at liberty to borrow 
(from the government if need be) what money his 
necessity reqnires, by securing its repayment at the 
stipulated time with only a fair compensation to the 
lender (if a private individual) for his trouble in 
the transaction. The government has undertaken 
to supply the people with a médium of exchange — a 
currency without which it is impossible to do busi- 
ness — and it ought to be as impossible for the Shy- 
locks to fence in and dole out at usury any portion 
of that currency, as it is to do so with God's cur- 
rency that we breathe. 

There are not a few absurdities in the practice of 
the law that need to be abolished, but as they gen- 
erally benefit the lawyers, I suppose it will be hard 
work to get rid of them. Mr. Gibson was recently 
telling me of one that occurred in his practice. A 
man had died, leaving a will, which was so uncertain 
in some of its provisions that a suit in equity was 
deemed necessary in order to obtain a judicial con- 
struction of it — that is, the heirs asked the court to 
tell them what was the meaning of the will. One of 
the persons most înterested in having this done was 
a baby only three months old, living with its parents 
in another State. Now, hère is where the absurdity 
Gomes in : The only way, under our law, that the 
court could get jurisdiction to détermine that baby's 
rights under the will was to publish the summons 
six weeks in two newspapers in this State, and to 
send.a copy of the summons and complaînt to the 
baby by mail. The child's parents would 
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glad to hâve saved the tîme and expense of this pre- 
posterous proceeding, but nothing they conld do, ex- 
cept to bring the babe înto this State, could help 
the matter. If the child had been in this State, 
a simple delivery of the snmmons to it and to one bî 
its parents would hâve done the business, although 
the little créature would hâve known no more about 
one proceeding than the other. There is a still fur- 
ther absurdity in the fact that if the child had been 
fourteen years old, delivery to it outside the State 
and sending by mail would hâve sufficed, without 
printing in two newspapers. What good the pub- 
lication can do to a sucking baby is what no mortal 
can explain. It is the duty of the législature, to do 
away with such nonsense. Why doesn't it do its 
duty ? 

Another expensive bit of nonsense gave me some 
annoyance a few weeks ago. I held a second mort- 
gage on a pièce of real estate. The first mortgage 
was f oreclosed, and the property being sold, affbrded 
a surplus nearly large enough to satisfy my mort- 
gage after paying the prior claim in fuU, with ail 
costs. Everybody conceded that the whole of this 
surplus belonged to me. But how was I to get it ? 
It had been paid to the county treasurer by a rule of 
practice as inflexible as the laws of the Medes and 
Persians. I had to employ a lawyer, and he got up 
affidavits and made application to the court, on 
notice to ail persons having liens on the property, 
and the court appointed a référée to take proof and 
make report ; and after the référée had reported, my 
attorney made another application to the court, on 
^ . another notice; and at last, after paying lawyer'a 
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fees, referee's fées, clerk's fées, and county treas- 
urer's fees, I got what waa left As this kind of 
practice makes business for the lawyers, I suppose 
nothing short of a révolution will change it for the 
better. How easy it would hâve been for the court, 
in the foreclosure suit, to hâve disposed of every 
question, and to hâve directed the surplus, if any, to 
be paid to me in the first instance, instead of to the 
treasurer! AU persons interested in a foreclosure 
suit hâve to be made défendants, and it should be 
the duty of the court to settle ail their rights in one 
proceeding, and to order the moneys to be paid by 
the officer making the sale to the persons entitled, 
in their order of priority, so far as the moneys 
will go. 

Another matter I may as well mention while on 
this subject, and that is the judicial administration 
of the United States law. For instance, a few years 
ago I bought an improved rubber bucket for my 
chain pump, the expense being but a trifle; but 
within a year afterward a stranger came along and 
said he had a patent on the improv«ment, and 
demanded ten dollars from me as a " royalty," which 
I refused to pay. The next thing I heard, the 
United States marshal served me with papers in 
a suit in the United States Circuit Court. I put 
in a défense, and had to take witnesses two hundred 
miles to attend court. After a good deal of fooling 
the plaintiff withdrew his suit ; but it cost me about 
two hundred dollars, nevertheless. Some of my 
neighbors paid the ten dollars rather than resist a 
claim which ail believed to be invalid or exorbitant. 
Thousands of men are fatteiiing on this kind of 
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legalized plunder. I inaintain that tlie United States 
laws shonld be administered by the State courts ; or, 
at ail events, that a défendant should not be required 
to go beyond the bounds of the county of his rési- 
dence to défend himself either in a civil or crrminal 
action. 

The greatest objection to a national bankrupt law 
is the great expense and annoyance to ail parties 
attending its administration. Let it be administered 
by the State courts, and this objection will be ob- 
viated. Our constitutions may hâve to be amended 
to effect thèse reforms, but that is no argument 
against the necessity of the change ; for constitu- 
tions are quite easily amended when the people 
seriously demand it. 

Not long ago I wias mentioning some instances 
wherein the people were robbed without légal rem- 
edy ; but I omitted to mention the matter of private 
corporations. When a private corporation is fairly 
managed in the interest of the stockholders it is fre- 
quently a useful means of doing good ; but if it fall 
into the hands of rascals, it may become a public 
enemy, and the stockholders. are sure to suffer. In 
the beginning of the period of railroad building I 
knew two young men, living in a rural town, who 
were struggling with poverty. One was a doctor 
and the other was a lawyer. At length it was pro- 
posed to run a line of railroad through their village, 
and thèse two young men, having nothing else to do, 
procured employment from the railroad officiais to 
solicit subscriptions to the stock of the company, 
and to obtain concessions or purchases of the right 
of way in the neighborhood of their home. This 
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was theîr beginning, and ît soon became eyident ihat 
their new occupation was more remunerative than 
law or medicine had been. They climbed up from 
position to position nntil they became directors o£ 
the railroad company, and they both died million- 
aires. Not only so, bnt every man who ever had a 
hand in the management of that company became a 
millionaire, while the men whose money bnilt and 
equipped the road lost every dollar of their inyest- 
ment. I don't charge that thèse men enriched them- 
selves by violating any law of the State ; bnt if they 
did not, so mnch the worse for the law. They cer- 
tainly violated the rnle of the try-sqnare, and the 
law of the land onght not to hâve permitted it 

This is only one ont of hnndreds of similar in- 
stances that might be mentioned. Many of thèse 
private corporations are ccmpletely honeycombed 
with the dens of thieves of high and low degree, 
and honest men are fumishing the material on 
which they fatten. 

Frequently, when a corporation is organized, the 
gang who manage it lay their plans deliberately 
from the beginning to rope in as many silly people 
who hâve money as they can, and then, having 
sncked them dry, to freeze them ont by foreclosure 
or some other equally effective process. This has 
been done so many times that the story is an old 
one. Sometimes towns hâve been bonded in large 
amonnts in aid of a proposed railroad, and the 
rascals hâve sold the bonds, divided the money, 
and refused to build the road. Ton know towns in 
this vicinity that will be taxed on just such bonds 
for twenty years yet to come ; but nobody ever gets 
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ptiDÎshed for such skulduggery, excepting the honest 
and innocent victims thereof. 

But I need not enumerate further. Go where you 
will, and draw aside the beautiful screen (made of 
money stolen from the pockets of honest people), 
and you will invariably find something wrong, some- 
thing crooked, something corrupt — ^yea, you will not 
need to go to the State ôf Denmark to find some- 
thing altogether rotten. I dislike to dwell on the 
disgusting subject. It makes me gnash my teeth ; 
and pious oaths bubble up from my heart to my 
tongue. Will it ever be better ? Oh, yes, it will some 
time be better, just as sure as fate. God's logic will 
straighten things out in the fuUness of time. There - 
is no doubt of that ; but I fear, if we wait for God 
to do it, that it will be done with a strong hand and 
multitude of people — ^that is, by riot, by bloodshed, 
by anarchy, by chaos. Some time ago, as I was . 
passing a little brook on my premises, I discovered 
a large number of minute ants struggling with the 
water and with one another in a little eddy of the 
stream. The water where they were was whirling 
round and round in a circle, and the little insects 
were powerless to swim beyond the influence of the 
whirlpooL I soon observed a bit of cork, less than 
half an inch in diameter, floating and gyrating among 
the ants, and on doser inspection I saw a good many 
of the little fellows on top of the cork, and hundreds 
were fighting to get there. I sat down and watched 
them, and before long the portion of the cork that 
was above water was covered, and at length crowded 
with the insects ; but still the fighting and clamber- 
ing went ou until the ants had piled themselves up 
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like cordwood — when lo, a révolution l . The cork 
tnrncd top side down, scattering its load in ail 
directions, and a new lot of ants was giyen a chance 
to repeat the performance ; and the performance 
was repeated over and over, nntil from sheer pity 
I helped the little sufferers to land. My friends, 
this manner of révolution is God's wayx>f restoring 
a disturbed equilibrium. Look at that most potent 
influence in nature — the electric fluid! When its 
equilibrium is lost, it is restored again by a fiery 
boit, which leaps forth without waming, carrying in 
its path ruiu, destruction, dévastation, death. Now, 
my brethren, if the wrong practices, the corruptions, 
the sins that I bave mentioned, and hundreds of 
others not hinted at, are not in some manner checked, 
it don't need a prophet to foretell that the time will 
come when God will restore the lost equilibrium of 
right and justice and law, in the twinkling of an eye, 
by a révolution so dreadful, so widespread, so far- 
reaching in its conséquences, as to overshadow any- 
thiiig ever known in France. As matters are now 
going on, we are piling up wrath against a day of 
wrath just as sure as death. Things are getting 
top-heavy already, and pretty soon they will begin 
to totter. I am only giving you God's logîc. 

But while I prophesy thèse things, I am, never- 
theless, one of those who believe that, if timely wam- 
ing be heeded, the dire calamity may be averted, 
just as we are learning to neutralize the destructive 
bolts of heaven. But the remedy must be applied 
at once — instantly — and* it must be radical and 
sweeping. The first thing to do is for every lover 
of.righteousness in the land — maie and female — ^to 
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cease to serve self, and to convert liimself into an 
earnest, determined, figliting soldier in thé army of 
God. The corrupt tide must be met and turned 
back, and the imps of darkness must be hunted 
from their holes and punished. Every public office, 
and every place pf trust, public or private, must be 
administered by a brave, determined, vigilant, God- 
fearing man or woman. Where the law is wrong it 
must be made right ; and the cobwebs of antiquity 
that hâve outlived their usefulness, like the jury 
System, both grand and petit, and ail diseases of the 
body politic, must be swept away. The administra- 
tion of justice must be made sure, cheap, and sum- 
mary ; and for that purpose the judges must not be" 
blockheads, but learned, skilful, and honest, and ail 
the devices by which rogues baffle justice must be 
stamped ont. I believe that the cause of right and 
justice would be the gainer if ail statutes and légal 
rules were abrogated, and the judges lef t f ree to décide 
each particular case according to the natural sensé 
of right and justice inhérent in the minds of men. 

Some of you may think it preposterous for the 
people in this little neighborhood to undertake so 
radical a reformation of the world. Perhaps we 
shall hâve but little influence, but it is nevertheless 
my duty to let my light shine to the best of my 
ability, and if those who hear my words and are con- 
vinced of their truth will do their duty as faithfuUy 
as I hâve tried to do mine we shall at least hâve the 
sweet reward that comes from satisfied consciences ; 
and when the catastrophe comes (if come it must) 
the guilty ones cannot say we caused it, " nor shake 
their gory locks at us." 
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CHAPTEB XXI 

CONCLUSION — THE LAND QUESTION — ^NEW BOCIAIi CONDI- 
TIONS FORESHADOWED. 

Rep. Uncle Job's reflections on "Law Reform" 
led Lira from point to point until he had gone far 
bejond the legitimate snbject, thongli in the same 
gênerai direction ; and the cream of his remarks in 
that strain must form the concluding chapter of this 
volume. 

Before opening that matter, however, I mnst take 
room to wedge in one little incideni Uncle Job 
found on his desk, one Sunday aftemoon, this 
question : " When religion and science are in conflict, 
which do you think ought to giye way ?" after reading 
it aloud — 

Sawyer. The answer is self-evideni Of course, 
that one should give way that is ascertained to be 
wrong. There is not, never was, and never can be, 
any conflict between genuine religion and true 
science. Ail the wrangling over supposed or 
alleged conflicts between. thèse twin daugbters of 
God has been caused by bigoted idiots, arrayed on 
one side or the other. 

You hâve often heard me remark that the times 
are out of joint, and that nearly every thing con- 
nected with human government is yicious. I hâve 
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given a great deal of thought to thèse subjects, and 
hâve formed some conclusions which seem logical to 
me, but which may seem so absurd to others as to 
lead them to exclaim, as Festus did to Paul, " that 
much study has made me mad." To such, if such 
tliere be, I answer, as Paul did : " I am not mad, 
most noble Festus, but speak f orth the words of truth 
and soberness." 

Let us look at some of thèse matters logically* 
Look about you and see the condition of society to- 
day. By society I don't mean that self-conceited 
little circle of silly people with kid gloves and so 
forth, who think they constitute ail there is of 
society, but I mean the whole human family. To 
begin at one end, we hâve a vast body of paupers — 
persons supported by the government. Next to them 
we hâve a much larger body of persons who really 
possess no more property than the paupers, but who 
manage, " by hook and by crook," to barely exist, 
though they suffer every thing that human beings 
are capable of — far more than the paupers do. Then 
comes another very large class who own a little prop- 
erty — a very little — but who live in a sort of hand-to- 
mouth fashion during their whole lives on the fruits 
of such. labor as they can find to do. FoUowing thèse 
we hâve another large class of moderately well-to-do 
people, but who stand in mortal fear that every 
révolution of the earth on its axis will rob them of 
their possessions, and who usually live as meanly as 
any of the preceding classes. The next class com- 
prises the moderately wealthy, and last of ail comes 
the enormously wealthy. 

Now, it is said that this is a free country, and that 

/ 
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r ail its people are equal before the law. Thèse say- 

ings are false. Tliis is not a free country, and ail 

2 the people are not equal before the law. When the 

country was new and everybody who came hère was 
^ poor, and land could be had by simply taking 

possession of it, and there was enough for ail and to 
spare, those boastful sayings were not far from the 
truth, but any fool can see that there is no truth in 
them now. The fact is that those who hâve no 

• 

property are the servants — the mère slaves — of 
those who hâve property. Tell me how the child 
born of poor parents to-day, though he be endowed 
with thè genius of Columbus, is to acquire an equal 
footing with the children of the wealthy ! "Where 
can he find a place or opportunity to do anything 
on his own account ? At best he must be a hired 
servant from the cradle to the grave, and if nobody 
will employ him he must become a beggar or a 
pauper. It is useless to point me to instances hère 
and there of poor men who became wealthy in times 
past. I am talking of the présent and the future. 
Those who are hère now hâve seized (and they hold 
by the firm grip which the law gives them) every 
available foothold, and those who are ushered into 
existence hereaf ter can truly say with Christ : " The 
foxes hâve holes and the birds of the air hâve nests, 
but the son of [a poor] man hath not where to lay 
his head." This is not right, it is unjust; it does 
not tally with the try-square. 

Now, I fancy that by this time somebody is say- 
ing to himself : "Oh, you are a communist, you*re a 
nihilist; you want to rob one man to give to 
another !" Well, my friends, I don't know iauch 
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about communism or nihîlism, except that they are 
decried as something utterly awful, but I am not go- 
ing to be frightened by hard words. If foUowîng 
God's logic leads me into the camp of the com- 
munists, then there shall be my abiding-place, and I 
wîU accept and wear the name clieerfully. 

It was said of old, and truly said, that " the earth 
is the Lord's and the fuUness thereof." That is to 
say> being correctly interpreted, that the land, the 
water, the atmosphère, the mines of useful metals, 
minerais, oils and gases, the forests, and everything 
that grows or lives upon the land or in the water, 
belongs to mankind coUectively, and that individuals 
hâve only the right to a temporary use thereof. Tell 
me on what principle of right or justice one man is 
permitted to absolutely own a whole vast coal mine 
while thousands of his fellow-men are suffering for 
coal, which they hâve no power to obtain. It is not 
a sufficient answer to say that he is entitled to it be- 
cause he discovered it, or bought it of the dis- 
coverer. If it was not his before discovery, how 
does the discovery make it his ? If a man finds my 
lost property, he is entitled to a reasonable reward, 
but he gets no title to my property. Why don't the 
same rule hold good when he finds something which 
belongs to ail the people — to the government? It is 
entirely proper that he should hâve a suitable re- 
ward. In case of a big find I would grant him 
enough to satisfy his every reasonable désire during 
his life, and would erect a monument to his memory 
when he is dead; but to give him the power to 
tyrannize over his brethren is criminally wrong. 
What right had the men of the past to divide the 
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whole earth among themselves, and to surround 
their possessions with impregnable walls, so that 
tlie new-comers of to-day cannot touch their feet to 
the planet without becoming trespassers ? I answer 
that thej had no more right to do that than I hâve 
to appropriate to my own exclusive use ail the 
atmosphère that surrounds the globe. 

A great many remédies hâve been suggested, in- 
tended to mitigate or neutralize the evils (or some 
of them) that I hâve tried to point out, and many 
others that I need not take time to enumerate. One 
says we must pass a law making it impossible for a 
person to receive more than a certain fixed amount 
(say $1,000,000) by gift or by inheritance. No 
doubt such a law would do good if it could be en- 
forced, but from our expérience we hâve no right to 
believe tbat such a law would not be evaded and 
violated, so as to be practically a dead letter. But 
such a law would do no good in the rural . districts 
unless the amount was very much reduced, because 
in those districts very few men ever obtain a million 
dollars, and yet we hâve rural nabobs quite as over- 
bearing and dangerous to society, in the neighbor- 
hoods where they réside, as their wealthier brethren 
of the cities. Another wants to forcibly rob the 
rich and give to the poor, so as to start the Whole 
world on an even footing; but this, while being a 
heroic remedy, would affbrd only temporary relief, 
unless the whole exîsting System of doing business 
should be radically changed. Who does not know 
that if such a redistribution should be made 
the sharpers, the rognes, the thieves, and the 
Shylocks would skin alive the weak-minded, the 
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timid, the improvident, and tlie unfortunate of ail 
grades and conditions, so tliat in twenty-five years 
things would be but little better than they are now ? 
Eedistributions of property bave been made hun- 
dreds of times in the old world ; every violent révo- 
lution bas made tbousands of rieb men poor and 
poor men rich, but still the evil of unequal wealth 
exists there even in greater degree than hère. The 
fact is that ail business, commerce, trade, traffic, or 
whatever name you please to call it by, partakes 
largely of the nature of mère gambling. The man 
who actually produces something usef ul, or performs 
some needful service, for a fair compensation is not 
a gambler, and if ail men were confined to such acts 
enormous wealth would be impossible for any man. 
But every method of money-getting, by what we 
call business, that simply takes money from one 
man and gives it to another without a f uU équivalent, 
is either gambling or cheating. AU transactions com- 
monly called spéculations must come under one or the 
other of thèse heads— gambling or cheating. They 
add nothing to the world's wealth, and they cause 
countless millions to suffer. It seems to be a fact 
that the actual producers of wealth are the least 
likely of ail others to become wealthy. The specu- 
lators — Le. y the gamblers in wealth created by 
others — amass colossal fortunes, and then attempt 
to crush the very men who made their good luck 
possible. Apply your try-square where you will, 
and you will find thèse spéculative transactions are 
always wrong in tendency and in final results. Most 
persons will admit this in the abstract, but they will 
also say that it can't be remedied; that somebody 
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will specnlate, and they may as well do it as io allow 
others to. But if it is wrong to do any particular 
thing, a good man cannot do that thing and remain 
a good man ; and if good men (or men claiming to be 
good) will not refrain from doing wrong, how shall 
bad men be restrained ? 

It is thought bj some theorists that what is called 
legitimate business may be regulated by compétition, 
so as to be harmless to the community. This* is a 
great mistake. I admit that the people dérive 
temporary benefits from the rivalries of the com- 
petitors, but in the end, if the compétition be 
earnest or bitter, the weak ones are driven to the 
wall and the survivors immediately become monopo- 
lists. Sometimes, if the rivais hâve nearly equal 
strength, one will buy the others out, or ail will 
combine their strength, and thus in either case a 
monopoly will be formed and the benefits of com- 
pétition come to an end. The people get their 
greatest benefit out of compétition at the very time 
when the competitors are struggling to estab- 
lish a monoply. Compétition will, if lively, nearly 
always lead to something akin to monopoly, because 
there is not a sufficient profit to be realized from 
business so conducted to satisfy the rapacity of the 
average business man, and such men will not will- 
ingly do business a great while at a loss, unless they 
can see a chance for larger profits in the future by 
killing off or buying out their competitors. So it 
will be seen that the old saying, that " compétition 
is the life of business," is not true. In the long 
run compétition is the death of business. 

It is not just now in order to discuss those com- 
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binations called " Bings," by whicb scoundrels get * 
control of légal macbinery, and enrich themselves 
dishonestly under the forms of law. Tliafc subject 
cornes under the head of larceny, and the thieves 
should be dealt with by the heavy hand of the crim- 
inal law ; and the law should be carefuUy f ramed so 
as to prevent them from escaping condign punish- \ 
ment for their crimes. Lynch law by mass meeting 
pught to be legalizéd for such cases when other 
remédies fail. 

The evils we now see growing out of the unequal 
distribution of property in the world (and I cannot 
enumerate those evils if I should try) would hâve 
been very much worse than they now are if it had 
not been for the discovery of America and Australia ; 
for those new worlds gave an outlet to the over- 
crowded 61d world — made a sort of safety-valve — 
and, in the rough-and-tumble incident to the settle- 
ment of the new countries, millions of turbulent 
spirits that would hâve made trouble at home, if 
confined there, found opportunities for satisfactory 
self-advancement, and thus the old world was saved 
temporarily from the deadly périls of what I believe 
to be a radicàlly wrong social and finaneial System. 
"We hâve inherited that wrong System, and now that 
we are becoming nearly as wealthy.and nearly as 
closely packed together as our cousins beyond the 
sea, the same périls that hâve threatened and still 
threaten them are beginning to loom up in our front, 
and thus *the grandest problems are presented for 
our considération and solution that mankind was 
ever called upon to solve. And tve must solve them, 
too (or else God will solve them for us in his own 
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time and high-lianded way), for new worlds'to act as 
safety- valves do not grow on ervery bush. 

I hâve turned thèse matters over and over in my 
mind, and examined them from every conceivable 
point of view, applying what I believed to be God's 
logie, and also the try-square, to every point and 
corner, and ail my observation and study leads to the 
inévitable conclusion that ail the evils society is 
now suffering from must increase, instead of dimin- 
ishing, unless our whole social and ûnancial System 
is radically changed. Our social structure is so 
dépendent upon and interwoven with our financial 
System that I do not undertake to separate them, 
but treat the two as one System of government. For 
at least five thousand years we hâve proof that légis- 
lation has failed to make men honest, or to mitigate 
man's greed for selfish gain, or to lessen "man's 
inhumanity to man." Of course, I do not forget the 
millions given to charities, but nine-tenths of that is 
given, not as something à/m^ but as a gratuity or 
sacrifice. With a few exceptions, ail mankind, save 
the extremely poor, seem to be given over, body and 
mind, to a selfish struggle to acquire property — each 
ambitions to win more than his neighbor — and in 
this struggle the rogues and sharpers seem to hâve 
the advantage. Does any one believe that a con- 
tinuance in this course will ever bring us to what 
our Christian friends call the " millennium ? " No ; 
we are going directly away from the "millennium." 
Christ said, "Te cannot serve God and mammon," 
and although that doctrine has been preached as 
God's truth (and ît is God's truth) for nearly two 
thousand years, yet during ail that time mankind 
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have been trying to do that very thing. They hâve 
failed thus far, and nothing but failure awaits their 
efforts in the future. 

The Apostle Paul said, " The love of money is the 
root ôf ail evil," and Paul hit pretty close to the 
truth when he said that. What evil can you think 
of that has not the love of money at the bottom of 
it — directly or îndirectly ? I think just now of only 
one — or rather, one elass of evils — namely, those 
evils growing out of the sexual relation other than 
prostitution. So far as prostitution is concerned, it 
could not live without money ; but the evils I spe- 
cially had in mind were those growing out of the 
rivalries and intrigues among lovers, which lead to 
quarrels and sometimes to murders. There may be 
other evils that money is not responsible for, but 
they do not oeeur to me at this moment. But the 
strongest criticism that can be made against Paul's 
saying is that it does not go to the bottom of the 
matter. He would have hit nearer the truth if he 
had said that money was the root of ail evil ; because, 
while money exists, the love of it must also exist, 
unless man's nature shall be entirely changed. I 
would go still further, and say that the artificial 
rule, established and aeknowledged by society, which 
permits the absolute and exclusive ownership of 
property by individuals, is the root of nearly ail the 
evils which now curse the civilized world. Does 
this doctrine seem monstrous ? If so, it is because 
we and our ancestors for thousands of years have 
been mistakenly educated to the contrary. Why, 
just reflect on this proposition for a moment. The 
very idea of property, as we understand it, is con- 
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trary to natural law. Man is the only one of God's 
créatures that attempts to accumulate property be- 
yond actual or supposed need. The sea is full of 
fish, but the most powerful can only approprîate 
sufficient for his présent wants; and so it is with 
the whole animal kingdom, except man alone. I do 
not belieye that aequisitiveness was any more highly 
developed in the primitive man than we see it now 
among the lower animais ; but that faculty has grown 
abnormally in man by artifieial cultivation, very 
much as some men artifically acquire an appetite 
for tobacco or whisky; and this comparison sug- 
gests a thought which seems to prove the artificiality 
of the acquisitive faculty. Ail our natural faculties, 
including what are called passions (as love, hâte, 
etc.), seem to relax and weaken as we approach old 
âge ; while, on the other hand, ail our artificially 
acquired habits that hâve become second nature by 
long use grow stronger as âge creeps on, unless 
constantly restrained. This is especially so with 
the use of narcotics and intoxicants ; and the -rule 
holds good in the case of the acquisitive habit. Oh, 
how many noble soûls hâve been transformed into 
grasping, misérable old misers by the long practice 
of selfish acquisition ! 

Now, my cure-ail is simply to demonettze money and 
depropertize property* Tes, my friends, I propose, 
in the language of the poet, to 

** wipe the slate 
Clean for the ciph'rin* of some nobler fate." 
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* The phrase, ** Demonetize money and depropertize property, 
was a great pet with Uncle Job about this time/and he was fond 
of repeating it with considérable stress of voice. — ^Rep. 
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But I imagine everybody is saying ail at once, 
"How shall this be done?" In this countrv the 
process is an easy one, provided a majority of our 
people désire to do it. Our State and national con- 
stitutions can be readily amended by the voice of tbe 
people within a comparatively brief period, so that 
no man in the United States will individually own a 
cent's worth of anything. This ought to be done 
without yiolence, without the destruction of any 
valuable thing, and without that horror of horrors 
called Anarchy. If we should résolve on this course 
at once, and fix the date now January 1, 1900, for 
the new order of things to begin, everybody would 
make ail of his calculations accordingly, sp that the 
change would produce no great shock — ^just as fixing 
the date for specie resumption by Congress brought 
resumption easily and quietly bef ore the day fixed. 

But, says one, How will everything be managed 
under the new System ? I propose to trust to the 
brains and virtues of my fellow-men to solve that 
problem when necessity requires, rather than to 
make haste to borrow trouble about it. If Eobinson 
Crusoe could surmount the difficulties that con- 
fronted him on his island, I am sure there need be 
no trouble in this land of plenty. As a suggestion^ 
however, suppose we should go to bed to-night under 
the présent System and awake in the morning to find 
the new order of things in force in this county, what 
would we do ? Why, we would take it as cooUy as 
cucumbers. The town officers would assume the 
management of affairs in their respective towns, and 
the board of supervisors would exercise such author- 
ity over the town boards as might be necessary for 
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the gênerai welfare. The people would elect theîr 
officers just as they do now (except that vote-buyîng 
would cease), but thei'r powers would be changed 
and increased by necessity (whicli makes and un- 
makes law), so as to resemble military officers in 
some respects. Work will hâve to be done then as 
well as now, but no one will be required to do what 
he cannot do, and each will be selected to do that 
which he is best qualified to do. There will be no 
need of whisky and béer, and so the men now 
engaged in the manufacture and sale of that damned 
stuff will be put to some useful employment, and 
thus make work lighter for others; and the same 
thing will be true conceming lawyers, speculators, 
gamblers, bankers, brokers, usurers, real estate 
agents, insurance agents, commercial drummers, 
etc. We can also spare most of the judges, and 
with them we shall rid ourselves of mountains of 
perjury and other deviltry. Preachers of the right 
sort and teachers and good doctors will still be 
needed in their old occupations ; and we shall also 
hâve use for printers, and writers of poetry and 
fiction as well as other prose works, also theaters 
and actors and artists generally; but everybody 
will work for everybody, and only get for compen- 
sation his living and such comforts, pleasures, and 
luxuries as the gênerai prosperity will warrant, and 
the cultivation of selfishness will cease. There will 
be no objection then to labor-saving machinery — the 
more of that the better — nor will there be any more 
hue and cry about " over-production " or "under- 
consumption ;" and instead of opposing convict labor 
in such prisons as we shall then need, we shall ail 
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be glad to hâve tliem work fifteen hours a day at the 
most productive labor. Supplies will be dealt out 
somewhat as an army is furnished. In fact, I am 
quite disposed to believe that something similar to 
an army organization would be the most convenient ■ 

and efficient means of goternment in many respects. ' 
In the early days of our common law the people 
were divided into " Hundreds " (which is the aver- 
age size of a military company), and they were 
governed by the best kind of horse-sense to be had 
in that day. The family relation — the home — must 
not be interfered with (though I think the divorce 
laws should be so amended that two uncongenial 
soûls shall not be compelled to live together in 
hatred forever); but for greater facilities of improve- 
ment, pleasures, etc., the résidents of rural neighbor- 
hoods should be gathered into villages from two to 
five miles apart, and, where practicable, the field 
laborers should be conveyed to and from their work 
on railroads. The *general government will assume 
control of ail the railroads. and other lines of trans- 
portation — also telegraph and téléphone lines — and 
I think ail necessarv hôtels for the accommodation 
of the traveling public should be maintained and 
managed by the government at large ; and that every 
citizen having a proper leave of absence should be 
permitted to travel by public conveyance, and be 
snpplîed by the public-houses, free. 

Under the new régime we shall not be obliged to 
eat bogus butter or other adulterated food, nor to 
wear shoddy clothing. There will be no trouble 
then about preserving and controlling the forests, 
nor the great wealth now stored in the bowels of thç 



302 TBY-SQUABE. 

earth. There will be no thieves then, becanse no 
man can own anything, and numey, as we now nnder- 
stand the word, will be nnknown; but, besides that, 
there will be no indacement to steal, for everj per- 
son will be just as well off as every other person; 
and, fnrther, there will be little opportnnity to steal 
or to hide stolen goods, for every person will hâve 
to be carefully looked after and acconnted for every 
day by the officers. In fact, as I said at the butset, 
ail the evils that now vex mankind will be eradicated 
by extracting the root of ail the trouble. Here- 
tofore, for thoasands of years, ail work against sin 
has been expended in hacking at its branches and 
twigs ; but I now propose to lay the ax earnestly 
and vigorously at its root to the best of my ability, 
and I hâve no more donbt that in the fullness of 
time a change will be effected snbstantially like 
what I hâve indicated than I hâve that water will 
continue to flow down hilL I tell you, my friends, 
we are on the wrong track, and we hâve got to 
change. We now hâve the option of acting promptly 
and voluntarily, and thus ushering in the new order 
i of things gently and peaceably; or we can pro- 

j crastinate until a change is forced upon us, after a 

j season of slaughter, destruction, and anarchy. I am 

ready to surrender my .possessions immediately, if 
ail will do so. Indeed, I believe there are millions 
of property-owners who, if they understobd the 
proposition, would not only be willing, but glad to 
accept it, because (for one reason) they hâve found 
the care of property attended with great uncertainty 
and vexation. I fancy somebody is saying that; 
even if we are going wrong, we hâve been going 
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that way so long, and everytliing has become so 
fixed and settled, that it will be too bad to rip 
things ail up and start over again. That is to say, 
in other words, the longer one bas beon steeped in 
sin the greater objection to bis reformation I That 
doctrine will bardly bear inspection. If an evil is of 
long standing, tïie more urgent is the need for speedy 
reformation. 

But in making this change extrême care must be 
taken to cause as little friction as possible, for no 
one now living is especially to blâme, but the System 
itself is at fault. To save friction Iwould guarantee 
to every owner of property certain privilèges in pro- 
portion to the size of his estate, but which privilèges 
should not be transmitted, nor transmittible, to his 
descendants. I don't know as I would make any 
différence in the privilèges granted to a man worth 
a million and one worth a hundred millions. I 
would give to both the fuU and free gratification 
during life of every proper désire, but they should 
be bereft of every power to oppress their fellow- 
men. 

A wise political economy will dictate that, so far as 
reasonably can be, production and consumption shall 
go hand in hand — that is, that the distance from the 
place of production of any article to the place whore 
it is to be consumed shall be as short as possible. 
But, of course, there will be some articles that will 
hâve to be transported long distances. For instance, 
we hère shall need oranges from Florida, and sugar 
and cotton from other southern points, and they in 
turn will need products that we eau raise or manu- 
facture more easily than they can. 



301 TRY-SQUARE. 

The town will probably be taken as the unit of 
common wealtli, until a more suitable one bas been 
discovered by expérience. The gênerai govern- 
ment should establish and maintain a just scale 
or schedule of values — équivalents — for ail prod- 
ucts, and, in addition to doing ail the transpor- 
tation between the varions commonwealths of the 
common country, should also keep the accounts and 
adjust the balances between them. Doubtless, 
paper certificates would be convenient for the tem- 
porary adjustment of balances, but in the end they 
should be redeemed with something of actual value. 

What shall we do with ail our gold and silver 
when we no longer need it for money? Some. of 
it we shall need for table ware and other uses, where 
we now use baser metals ; and some can be used for 
ornaments by those who now hâve none, and what 
we do not need for purposes of utility or art we can 
sell to the countries that are foolish enough to re- 
tain the old System; or, if we think best, we can cast 
it into blocks of half a ton each, and cord them up 
in the highways until wanted for some proper pur- 
pose. 

Under the new System we shall hâve so many more 
people than we now hâve to do the necessary work, 
that we can reduce the number of hours in a day's 
work to from four to six (possibly less), and we can 
also hâve at least two holidays in every week besides 
Sunday. Human beings will, of course, be just as 
\ ambitions for distinction then as now: and some 

will, therefore, spend their spare time in experiment- 
ing, or trying to invent something new and useful, 
or in writing, painting, or other congenial work; and 
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tbe government will encourage such efforts by .offer- 
ing suitable- rewards. Tliose wlio favorably dis- 
tinguisli themselves will, doubtless, be exempted 
from certain kinds of service, or from fuU-time 
service, or from ail service, according to tlieir 
déserts. Perhaps some will be given certain priv- 
ilèges of travel at liome or abroad, or both ; and 
possibly ail faithful ones will bave a gênerai respite, 
after reaching a certain âge, during the remainder 
of tlieir lives. 

If some one objects that we shall be restrained of 
our proper liberties, I ask liim, in thunder tones, 
where are our boasted liberties now, when ninety- 
nine ont of every hundred of us are bound to our 
daily tasks like galley-slaves with chains ? 

TJnder the new régime ail tlie people, maie and 
female, will be absolutely equal, and just as free as 
will be consistent with the best good of ail. The 
reign of selfishness will hâve passed away, and the 
reign of benevolence will hâve begun. A man can 
then truly " love his neighbor as himself," which has 
been impossible heretofore. "We shall ail be philan- 
throphists " in the good time coming," and we shall 
ail be measured then by our merits instead of by our 
dollars. There will then be some truth in the say- 
ing that the world owes every man a living, but it 
will be true as to any particular person only when 
that person gives himself whoUy to the world. 

As bribery and political corruption will be at an 
end, the government will be more truly démocratie 
than ever bef ore. Many of the officers we now hâve 
will be needed no more, and will be legislated away. 
The'majority will rule in ail things. If the majority 
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décide to build pyramids, tlien we sball build 
pyramids ; but there will be no slavery nor tyranny, 
and if we do build pyramids, tlie jobs will not be let 
to the devil by contract, and no scoundrel will get 
rich out of it by ** unbalanced bids," nor by " grind- 
ing tbe face of the poor." . 

What shall we do in case of war? Let us borrow 
no trouble about war. "We shall be just as well pre- 
pared for war then as we are now, and we don't seem 
to lie awake much nights at présent thinking on that 
subject. But I hope we shall never hâve any more 
wars. I hope that the other nations of the earth 
will be so pleased with our changed condition that 
they will be induced to follow our example, and that 
in due process of time we shall hâve what Tennyson 
calls " the fédération of the world." 

I suggested January 1, 1900, as a date for the be- 
ginning of the new condition ; but in reality it ought 
to be brought about in one-half or one-third of that 
time. Only thînk of the incalculable amount of 
human suffering that is bottled up, as it were, in 
fifteen years of the old System ! But compassion for 
the poor is not our only need for haste to make the 
change. Let us see. I hâve a worthy neighbor who 
has a wife and six little children, and it would be 
incredible to strangers if told how fearf uUy near this 
f^mily lives to the style of the primitive man. The 
man is a first-rate mechanic, and used to get good 
wages at regular intervais, but finally, when work at 
his trade became scarce, he became a common 
laborer, and for three or four years he has been 
working for a dollar a day the year round, and ou ^ 
that sum, in some inscrutable way, the family hâve 
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managed to keep soûl and body together ; though, 
of course, they hâve lacked many of tlie things that 
most civilized people deem neeessary to existence, 
Early this winter tliis man's employer, for economy's 
sake, discharged a part of his force, including my 
neiglibor, and the poor man can find but little to do 
since. Though not highly educated, the man is 
naturally as intelligent and proud spirited as I am, 
and it makes me shudder sometimes to hear him 
express his opinion concerning the présent constitu- 
tion of Society. Of course there is always the poor- 
house as a làst resort for poor people, but, I think, 
my friend would rather eut his throat than to go 
there. My wife is doing for the family ail they will 
let her do, which is much less than we would wish. 
I see no bright future for this family under the old 
System ; and then only to think that there are 
actually millions of people in our country to-day who 
are no better off than the family of my poor friend 1 
Suppose ail of us, who now own ail the property 
in the whole United States (or in this State alone,if 
you please), should suddenly come to the conclusion 
that owing to the hard times we would quit busi- 
ness, and discharge most of our help. I think, in 
that case, we would instantly find ourselves right in 
the midst of chaos. This is no fanciful supposition ; 
for in some places, even now, the capitalists are 
compelled to do business and employ men solely to 
prevent disturbance, and possible destruction and 
violence. When this can no longer be done without 
serions loss it must and will cease, and then the 
deserving poor, like my poor friend, will be so multî- 
plied as soon to constitute a majority of our people, 
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and we — property owners — ^wîU be absolutely at 
their mercy. I don't like to contemplate the possî- 
bilities of such a condition of things, and will not en- 
large the picture. I say again that five years is time 
enough in which to make the change. African 
slavery was substantially wiped ont in less than 
three years, at the very time when it seemed 
strongest. I tell you, my friends, it don't take very 
long for a révolution to revolve. 

Wisdom and prudence on onr part demand that 
we should f oresee the " danger ahead," andendeavor 
to so manage affairs, while we retain control of 
them, that instead of waiting to be trampled under 
the feet of a mob, driven to desperation by tyranny 
too long endured, we shall ourselves become the 
leaders and guides of our less fortunate brethren in 
their transition from the Egjpt, where they now are, 
through the wilderness incident to the change of 
condition, avoiding the Bed Sea, and conducting 
them safely to the Promised Land. Then we shall 
imite — old, young, high, low, ixalî and female — in 
singing the grand chorus : 

** Sound the loud timbrel o^er Egypt^s dark sea I 
Jehovah has triumphed — his people ara free." 

• 

Bep. I must add a few words hère in justice to my- 
self as well as to Uncle Job. The last two chapters 
hâve been prepared, pruned, and condensed by me 
while under a distraction of mind bordering on in- 
sanity, causedby the sudden and complète loss of what 
I had flattered myself was an ample compétence for 
my declining years. I hâve to some extent been 
borne up by the hope that the sale of this little.book 
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might partly replace my loss ; and the calamity and 
the hope liave conspired to make me eut short my 
work at this point. If the public shall manifest a 
wish for more of the same sort, I promise them that, 
if lif e and health are spared me, tHey shall hâve 
ail they want. 

It is due to the reader that I should giye a brief 
hint of the latest news. Mr. Nash is doing wonders. 
He not only advocates the cause of the new party, 
as he travels over the country, but he also boldly 
preaches the gospel of Practical Religion, and he is 
making many couverts. 

As winter approached, three of the Protestant 
churches united in holding a séries of "revival 
meetings," and for that purpose employed an itinér- 
ant preacher, who styled himself an " evangelist," 
but whom Uncle Job called (in private) "a regular 
hell-fire preacher." He did, indeed, preach " hell- 
fire" in its most literal sensé, and he actually ex- 
hibited drawings and paintings to illustrate the tor- 
ments of sinners in the several quarters of the 
"burning lake." He seemed to hâve been imported 
on purpose to counteract Uncle Job's great work; 
for, in his first effort in Pinville, without knowing 
any of the facts except from poisoned tongues, he 
waded into practical religion as fchough he expected 
to wipe it out by a sort of ecclesîastical lyviL He said 
Uncle Job was "T^e Antichristy^ dJià that we were 
ail " rebels against God," and that we would ail hiwe 
safe quarters in the world to come as " tenants of 
hell." Uncle Job paid no attention to this vitupéra- 
tion, otherwise than to smile blandly when told of it. 
He only made one public mention of the revival 
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meetings during the iiearly four weeks of theîr 
duration, which was the first Sunday after the meet- 
ings commenced, when he said in substance — 

Sawyer. I hope everybody will attend the revival 
meetings at least once, and as much more as they 
wish to, and always in the spirit of the honest 
seeker after truth; and if you become convinced 
thrit they hâve something better there than we hâve 
hère, don't fail to embrace it with ail your heart 
and strength, and then bring the " glad tidings " to 
us with ail convenient speed. 

Rep. The revival meetings were reported to hâve 
been fairly successful (among the children mostly), 
but they drew no recruits from the Church of Practi- 
cal Beligion. Every Sunday afternoon, in fair 
weather, even during the "revival," from one 
thousand to thirteen hundred people (many of 
them from the rural districts) crowded the rink 
to hear Uncle Job ; and sometimes ail could not get 
inside who wished to. 

One other point I must take room for. Good old 
Mrs. Evener, who sincerely thinks she holds com- 
munion with and receives impressions directly from 
a Personal God, and who has f aith enough to remove 
mountains (if such a thing can be accomplished by 
faith alone), has become sick of being connected 
with a church that is controUed by Mr. Badsinner 
and his gang, and she has actually united with us. 
She says she don't think we hâve religion enough, but 
that it is good so far as it goes ; and she says it is 
her mission to knock the scales from our eyes so 
that we may see the dazzling glory of God. She of ten 
speaks and prays in our meetings, and she is getting 
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to be almost as much of a favorite with us as Uncle 
Job is. 

A little incident which occurred some time ago is 
so characteristic of tlie old lady that I bave (tbrongb 
Uncle Job) obtained ber consent to its insertion 
bere, Until now it bas been a carefuUy guarded 
secret. One Sunday morning, about ten o'clock, 
TJncle Job went to Mr. Evener's bouse on an errand 
concerning a sick borse, and Mr. E., being outside, 
took bim directly into tbe " wood-bouse " to get some 
required implement ; and tbere, to tbe great aston- 
isbment of botb men, was Mrs. Evener in ber sbab- 
biest working suit, surrounded by dirt and burly- 
burly. For a moment tbere was a tableau; but 
presently — 

Sawyer. Wby, Mrs. Evener, bere you are in tbe 
very act of breaking one of tbe commandments ! I 
présume tbe facts will justify it under Practical 
Religion, but bow do you justify it under your re- 
ligion ? 

Mrs. E. I bad a wrestle witb myself and witb God 
over tbat question, and decided tbat it was rigbt 
before I began. You know Cbrist said it was rigbt 
to do good on tbe Sabbatb. Well, tbis is our 
"catcb-all;" and owing to several unavoidable 
causes it bas become so filled and cboked up witb 
old boots, old sboes, saw-bucks, kindling-wood, old 
stovepipe, old clotbing, old fruit cans, old watering- 
pots, old bottles, and every otber old tbing under tbe 
Sun, besides lots and lots of dirt, tbat it bad become 
a regular deviVs nesty and I couldn't see any bope of 
getting time to clean it out for a long way abead 
unless I did it some Sunday. So bere I am staying 
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from chnrch, and ^orking ILke a beaver. DoD*t you 
think I woald make a pretty good picture of " Chris- 
tian atWork?" - 

Sawteb. I hâve no doubt that jour conscience 
approves jour action, and in soch a case as this 
one's own conscience is ail that ongbt to be con- 
Bulted. Yet I don't tbink yon need to feel se bad 
about the condition of this toom. I gaess it is as 
good as ours, and I hâve corne to the coaclnaion that 
no family can ba strictlj called "well-regnlated" 
without having, aomewhere, just about euch a place 
as this. But, Mrs. Evener, if jour conscience waa 
entirelj clear, why were you so secret, and why bo 
mortified when you were dJBcovered ? 

Mrs. !E. I waa not afraid of you, Mr. Sawyer, after 
I saw who it waa, but we bave some neighbora that 
I am more afraid of than I am of God. 

600C-BTE. 
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